ANTH 399 FOOD ORIGINSIN PREHISTORY

Fall 2009
Professor: Gyoung-Ah Lee
Time 12:00-1:50 pm
Place: Esslinger 105
Office: 254 Condon Hall
OfficeHours: 2:00-3:00 pm on Tue & Thur
Contact: 346-4442 galee@uoregon.edu
Readings: Listed below (all readings are uploaded in Cewtackboard).
Description

This course aims to introduce archaeological disppvegarding to the origins of agriculture
and domestication. It covers up-to-date theoriespmrspectives on why/how some hunter-
gatherers became farmers, how crops and domestiaatmals dispersed, how societies
changed after agriculture emerged, and how aguiltnpacted environments. The course
explores both anthropological and biological aspetiprehistoric agriculture. The course goal
is to make you aware of critical research on eaplttcovered and to prepare you to applying
the knowledge to your own academic interests. aeggactive participation is a key to
complete this course successfully.

During the first phase, the course covers the itapbarchaeological data discovered to date on
the prehistoric agriculture. The contents of thstfphase lectures will be subject to two quizzes.
The Second phase of the course will consist ofdtieires and discussions on major perspectives
regarding to the origins of agriculture. Prior ik lecture from the Ocf'klass of week 1, you
need to submit a 100-word summary of readings asdigeach summary will contribute to the
mark for participation.

Readings
All readings are uploaded at BlackboalRedding Materials Folder).

Evaluation Schemes

Specifics Marks
Participation 20%
Two quizzes 20% each
Two Reading critiques 20 % each

(Percentage per a final grade)
» There will NOT be a curve. Final letter gradestfoe course will be figured as follows:

A" 297% A2 93% A 2 90%
B"287% B = 83% B = 80%
C'277% C273% C 270%
D'267% D 2 63% D = 60%
F < 60%

» If the course is taken P/NP, 70% or higher is nemlito pass the class.



Participation

Participation is essential for successful coursepetion. Attendance, evidence of reading the
assigned articles (summary), and active discusgierll counted for a good participation mark.
By one day before each class, you will submit aftof 100 words for the following two
guestions.

» Describe the most important theme(s) in each regaksigned (about 100 words)
* Write a concept(s), term(s), definition(s), theaeg], argument(s), or perspective(s) that
you cannot understand.

You will upload a brief to Blackboard (folder, Réagl Summary) from the second class of
Week 1.

Quizzes

Each quiz lasts one hour (Quiz 1 in Oct 20; Quiz Rov 10). The quiz consists of five short
answer questions (100 words or less for each ahsamdrone essay-style question (one page of
letter-size paper).

Reading Critiques

You will submit two reading critiques on the thesiof the agricultural origins during the
second half of the courses (Review 1 in Nov 24;i&e\2 in Dec 3). You will select two or
more articles that are suggested in the ‘weeklgduale’ to deliver the following points:

* Summarize the important theme(s) in each readilegteel.

» Compare the theories/models/perspectives acrossdldengs and argue which models
explain the relevant archaeological data more gyusyou can use data covered in the
first phase of the course.

This reading assignment will be written in two pagéthe Letter-sized paper. Use a 12-sized,
legible font with double space with an inch margin.

Academic Dishonesty

As stated in the University of Oregon Policy on Aemic Dishonesty “to present the words,
ideas, data or work of another as one’s own, echtat on an examination corrupts the essential
process by which knowledge is advanced”. Anyongktaheating or engaged in any form of
academic dishonesty will fail this course. Reackftdly the following guideline to avoid
plagiarism:

http://libweb.uoregon.edu/guides/plagiarism/stud&tab=5

Physical/Learning Disabilities

If you have a disability that affects your perfomma in this class, please contact disabilities
service to request a letter verifying your disapifind any reasonable adjustments necessary for
you to complete the course. Please provide methishetter as early in the term as possible.
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Weekly Schedule
Date | Theme | Readings
PHASE 1 CURRENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL DATA
Week 1 | Introduction Sep 29 Barker 2006 (Ch.3); Harris 200
»  Course introduction Oct 1 Smith 1995 (Ch. 2); Hastorf 1998
» Basic terms and concept
» Methods for documenting plant uses in the past
Week 2 | Wild plant harvesting to domesticates in Southwest Asia Oct 6 Smith 1995 (Ch.4)
+  Cultural and biological perspectives on plant/aima Oct 8 Hillman et al. 2001; Willcox 2007
domestications in SW Asia
» Archaeological evidence of early plant managements
Week 3 | Plantsand People in East Asia Oct 13 Crawford 2006; Lee et al. 2007
«  How general theories of the emergence of food | Oct 15 Crawford & Lee 2003; Crawford
production are applied into the East Asian cases. | 2008; Matsui & Kaneraha 2006
» Environmental & social influences on agriculture.
» Issues on spread of rice farming technology
Week 4 | Quizl Oct 20
Week 4- | Origins of Agriculturein Central & South America Oct 22 Smith 1995 (Ch.7); Piperno &
5 » Domestication of bean, maize, squash Pearsall 1998 (Pp. 321-327); Smith 200
«  Agricultural impact on society and environment Oct 27 Hastorf 2003; Shimada &
«  Tuber use and domestication Shimada 1985
» Archaeological evidence from the Andes and lowland
tropics
Week 5 | Prehistoric Plant Usein Eastern North America Oct 29 Crawford & Smith 2003; Smith
» Indigenous eastern crop complex 2006; Erickson et al. 2005
» Transition to maize agriculture
Week 6 | Plant use and agricultural development in Africa Nov 3 D’Andrea et al. 2001; Hildebrand
» Characters of African cereals (e.g. millet, sorghum| 2007; Marshall 2007
» Sub-Sahara in prehistory
Week 6 | Agricultural transition in Europe Nov 5 Cavalli-Sforza 1996; Colledge e
» Spread and development of the Neolithic agricultureal. 2004; Rowley-Conwy 2004
Week 7 | Quiz2 Nov 10
PHASE 2 THEROIES AND PERSPECTIVES
Week 7- | Theories on transition to resource productions | Nov 12 Harlan 1995 (Ch.1); Barker
8 »  External push perspectives: environmental models| 2006 (Ch. 1); Childe 1936 (ch.5)
+  External push perspectives: population models Nov 17 Binford 1982; Cohen 1975
Week 8- | Theories on transition to resource productions || Nov 19 Flanery 1968; Winterhalder &
9 e System theory Kennett 2006
o Human behavioural model Nov 24 Rindos 1980; Jones & Brown
« Ecological, coevolutionary perspectives 2007
Submit Critical Review 1 in Nov 24 Nov26 Thanksgiving Holiday-no class
Week Theories on transition to resource productions 111 Dec 1 Bender 1978; Hayden 1990
10 « Social relation perspectives: Marxist, Individualis | Dec 3 Hodder 1990 (Chs. 2, 10)

Ideological model
Submit Critical Review 2 in Dec 3

The class schedule is subject to change.



