GENERAL COMMENTS

This file provides documentation for the data contained in the file “Petitioner.xls”, which provides a list of all petitioners involved in U.S. AD cases initiated from 1980 through 2001.  I thank Kenneth Fyie and Veronica Escudero for excellent research assistance

The data come from Federal Register notices of the U.S. International Trade Commission (USITC) and the International Trade Administration (ITA) of the U.S. Department of Commerce (USDOC) for each case.  The text below lists the variables in the accompanying database, with variable descriptions and sources. The format of the spreadsheet provides a separate row for each petitioner listed in a case (meaning there is often more than one row for each case) so that researchers can more easily merge firm-level data to this database.
Although my research assistants and I have used considerable care in compiling this database, I obviously cannot guarantee the complete accuracy of the data.  I would appreciate notification of any errors or omissions.

VARIABLE DESCRIPTIONS

1) ITC_case  

The case number assigned by the USITC.  The database lists these case numbers as sequential numbers that correspond with the chronological timing of the case initiations. While the USITC usually reports numbers in the following form: 731-TA-XXX, I have dropped the “731-TA” part, as it is redundant across case numbers.  For example, “47” in the database is connected with USITC case 731-TA-047.  

Source: Federal Register notices.  

2) Country
The investigated country from which the investigated products are imported.

Source: Federal Register notices.  

3) Product  

Product description.  These product descriptions are shortened for convenience and not official.  The USITC reports connected with each case (for those cases that reach at least the preliminary USITC decision stage) have more complete product descriptions.  

Source: Federal Register notices.  

4) Decision  

The final outcome of the case, where A=affirmative, N=negative,  T=terminated, and S=suspended.  In a handful of cases, the decision is noted as “SPLIT”.  These are cases where the USITC separated the investigated product or country source into more than those in the original petition and then ruled “affirmative” on some and “negative” on others.  See the related U.S. AD Case Database on Blonigen’s webpage for more details.  
Source: Federal Register notices.  

5) Petitioner
Name of the petitioner.  Petitioners are often firms, but can be trade associations or unions.  In many cases, the location of the U.S. firm is noted as well.

Source: Federal Register notices.  

