
survival strategy, which includes subsistence farming, hunting, small-time commerce, and
whatever other employment opportunities may come their way.

The term used in El Chocó to encompass this multifaceted family and community
economy is rebusque, which has no easy translation. In fact, the author spends some
time trying to define the term in such a way that it encompasses the breadth of activity
and attitude it involves. He ends up with the awkward but functional “shifting” label to
describe the dynamics of making a living in the rainforest. Tubb convincingly argues
that gold-mining allows the families he studied to stay in the forest and avoid
proletarianization and wage slavery in the cities. Thus, the downsides of gold-mining
certainly seem to be justified, at least in the eyes of the community.

The drawbacks of small or artisanal mining are many. The ecological damage of excavating
and using mercury without control are perhaps the worst. There is also deforestation,
erosion, and other environmental effects that affect the landscape and the health of local
communities as well. Conflicts over land rights, access to machinery to make mining
faster and more productive, and contracting with large mining companies are added
dimensions on the negative side. Tubbs argues the process is largely “not violent” (87),
but that observation is not convincing. In comparison to the violence that has wracked
Colombia for decades, of course, but in relationship to more nuanced forms of violence
addressed by other scholars like Seth Holmes and Rob Nixon, I think the author
missed an opportunity to contribute to this important work of theorizing.

The author does a nice job of organizing the book around three principles: production,
accumulation, and transformation. Thus Tubb links local activities of subsistence—as
gold production is to the people of El Chocó—to the global economy, where gold is
anything but subsistence. Therein lies the implied heartbreak of this ethnography.
Although la gran minería may not be physically present in this part of El Chocó, it is
the ghost that looms over the entire enterprise and turns these “shifting” livelihoods
into fodder for global exploitation.

MYRNA SANTIAGOSaint Mary’s College of California
Moraga, California
msantiag@stmarys-ca.edu

HISTORIANS OF PERU

Alberto Flores Galindo. Utopía, historia y revolución. By Carlos Aguirre and Charles Walker.
Lima: La Siniestra Ensayos, 2020. Pp. 234. $14.75 paper
doi:10.1017/tam.2021.74

Alberto Flores Galindo was one of the most important twentieth-century historians of
Peru. Carlos Aguirre and Charles Walker, themselves two leading Peruvianist historians,
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have penned a thoughtful, fascinating, and at times moving exploration of Flores
Galindo’s body of work.

Flores Galindo died of brain cancer in 1990, when he was just 40 years old. In his
too-short life, Flores Galindo published an absolutely astonishing quantity of historical
work. Pulled together, his monographs and assorted essays fill six book volumes, each
between 400 and 600 pages long. The range of Flores Galindo’s work was equally
staggering, including considerations of conquest, colonial Andean society, the Túpac
Amaru rebellion, Independence struggles, class structure, racism, the campesino
rebellions of the 1960s, and the Shining Path. He ably considered Peru in its complex
geographical entirety, writing about the coast, the northern and southern Andes, and
the Amazon. He wrote an important work on José Carlos Mariátegui and had begun a
study of Peruvian anthropologist and writer José María Arguedas that was interrupted
by his premature death. The quality of Flores Galindo’s work was just as impressive.

Aguirre and Walker’s book considers Flores Galindo’s writings from many different
perspectives. Their chapter on his magisterial Buscando un Inca effectively shows the
importance and impact of his most famous work, which interpreted 500 years of
Peruvian history through the lens of Andean utopia. To date, that book has had seven
editions in Spanish and has been translated into Italian and English. The book further
explores Flores Galindo’s historiographical importance to considerations of Peru’s
Independence period, his efforts to understand Shining Path violence, and his
engagement with literature. There is an intriguing chapter on Flores Galindo’s trips to
Cuba that very effectively contextualizes the Casa de las Américas contest, which Flores
Galindo won in 1986, and the book as a whole does an outstanding job of explaining
his work in relation to the tumultuous historical context of Peru’s 1970s and 1980s.

The book demonstrates Flores Galindo’s crucial role as a public intellectual. He came of
age in an era where to be a leftist activist was to read and write extensively. No Peruvian
did so more energetically and effectively than Flores Galindo. Aguirre and Walker show
how he wrote history with conscious attention to understanding and improving
present-day Peru. Beyond his books and academic articles—which were themselves
beautifully written in an accessible, engaging style—Flores Galindo published in a huge
range of popular venues, including newspapers, magazines, union periodicals, and more.

Walker and Aguirre paint a vivid picture of Flores Galindo as a generous and supportive
mentor of young scholars. He was always keen to reference lesser known and junior
historians, to chat with students about their projects, and to help young scholars
establish connections. Indeed, Walker and Aguirre first met because Flores Galindo put
the two in touch. Yet at the same time, he could be a very sharp critic. His style was
aggressive and polemical. His most heated intellectual disagreement was with the
prominent Peruvian anthropologist Carlos Iván Degregori. Their debate centered
around Flores Galindo’s interpretation of the Shining Path and Andean culture, and the
tension between the two scholars was well known.
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There are two surprising silences in the book. The book repeatedly notes Flores Galindo’s
sudden illness, and even the fact that he received treatment in New York, but Walker and
Aguirre do not explicitly name that illness as brain cancer. Given that Flores Galindowrote
so openly about his brain cancer in his public goodbye letter, it is not clear whyWalker and
Aguirre do not do the same. Similarly, while Walker and Aguirre write about Flores
Galindo’s childhood and university years, they do not tell us of his marriage to Cecilia
Rivera, beyond a brief reference to her as his wife.

Small silences aside, Aguirre and Walker have produced an excellent book that honors a
truly exceptional historian and human whose words, ideas, and commitment to a more
socially just Peru continue to inspire three decades after his death.

JAYMIE HEILMANUniversity of Alberta
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
jheilman@ualberta.ca

CHILE’S COLD WAR

The Gathering Storm: Eduardo Frei’s Revolution in Liberty and Chile’s Cold War. By
Sebastián Hurtado-Torres. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2020. Pp. 253. $49.95
cloth.
doi:10.1017/tam.2021.75

The Nixon administration’s efforts to destabilize the government of Chilean President
Salvador Allende (1970–73) is widely acknowledged as a major turning point in the
Cold War in Latin America. These covert operations, however, were only the latest and
most secretive episodes in a lengthy bipartisan effort to shape Chilean politics. In this
diplomatic history, Sebastián Hurtado-Torres charts the bilateral relations between the
US government and the reformist administration of Eduardo Frei Montalva (1964–70).

Drawing largely on US State Department cables between Santiago and Washington,
Hurtado-Torres challenges traditional conceptions of the Chilean government and its
political class as mere objects of the unilateral whims of the hemispheric superpower.
He argues, instead, that Frei’s Christian Democratic government and the United States
came together thanks not only to a shared antipathy toward the Marxist left, but also to
an overlapping commitment to modernization. This political experiment—dubbed the
Revolution in Liberty—combined socioeconomic reforms and political stability with
the tutelage of the United States. The Chilean government quickly became an
important showcase for the Alliance for Progress and a major recipient of financial
backing by the Lyndon B. Johnson administration. This substantial “convergence of
interests” problematically “allowed U.S. diplomats to influence decisions on what were,
indeed, internal Chilean affairs” (44). US ambassadors Ralph Dungan and Edward
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