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Asia courses but also for courses on holocaust and human rights studies and 
international relations, psychology, and anthropology.
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Latin America
Aguirre, Carlos, and Charles  F. Walker. The Lima Reader: History, Culture, 
 Politics. Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2017.

Lima, the capital city of Peru, is among the most populated cities in Latin 
America and the world. The city has approximately 11 million inhabitants, 
more than a third of the national population. Its vast geographical extent, its 
manifold socioeconomic identities, and its entangled cultural practices express 
a combination of political centralization, economic disenfranchisements, and 
racialized segregation as dominant features in the making of contemporary 
Peru. Editors Carlos Aguirre and Charles F. Walker offer a much- needed over-
view of the creation of this most important coastal city of the Andes. The Lima 
Reader presents a series of unpublished or not previously translated primary 
sources and excerpted literature that reveal the multiplicity of forces that con-
verged to shape this contemporary metropolis.

The book follows a fairly conventional structure that parallels the standard 
periodization of Peruvian history: pre- Columbian, early colonial, late colonial, 
the national period, and the contemporary years. However, a more detailed 
observation reveals two important interventions in the history and historiog-
raphy of Lima. First, The Lima Reader makes a fleeting but evocative mention 
of the pre- Columbian past of the city, challenging a dominant assumption that 
associates the “foundation” of Lima with the arrival of the Pizarros from Spain. 
The valley of Limaq preceded the Ciudad de los Reyes and provided an endur-
ing name for centuries to come. Second, the book also refers to competing 
discourses— one nostalgic, the other young and iconoclastic— that are used to 
contrast the city’s romanticized past with its decadent present. Every section of 
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The Lima Reader includes carefully framed introductions that provide context 
for the primary source documents.

Considering the ambitious aim of this volume of summarizing more than 
five centuries of historical developments in a few hundred pages, it might be 
pointless to mention omissions of any sort. However, a few editorial choices 
deserve more scrutiny in the spirit of constructive criticism. Aside from a brief 
reference to the pre- Hispanic legacy of Lima, the first section presents an image 
of an early colonial city that was almost exclusively propelled by religious affairs. 
Friars and nuns become the protagonists of a foundational period that merged 
political formations, social destructuration, demographic decimation, and 
every other imperial dynamic that integrated the Americas with the rest of the 
world. Pre- Colombian peoples are noticeably absent from the documents. In 
comparison, the diverse selection for the late colonial period— Bourbon Lima— 
offers a glimpse of the ethnographically sensitive discourses that measured, 
described, and portrayed Lima during the eighteenth century.

The selected readings for the late colonial period, however— titled “The 
Many Limas”— seems to be a medley of every historical development after the 
desborde popular, the transformation of Lima through internal migrations and 
displacements. Seemingly buying into the traditional argument of Peruvian 
anthropologist José Matos Mar, whose seminal work is excerpted, this section 
considers the dramatic changes of the 1940s as attributable to a historical demi-
urge that shaped outcomes as diverse as the construction of working- class 
neighborhoods, the invasion of peripheral lands and the rise of pueblos jóvenes, 
the emergence of evangelism as a pivotal cult, the urban unfolding of the Inter-
nal War on Terror, and the ambivalent contemporary dynamics of segregation 
and cultural nationalization. This section ultimately blends developments from 
very different decades of the city that could have been further parsed in a num-
ber of ways. One obvious possibility would be to use the 1968 military coup led 
by General Juan Velasco Alvarado as a turning point in the history of the city.

The vast majority of documents included in The Lima Reader have not been 
available in English before. Most of them have been elegantly translated by 
Jorge Bayona, whose linguistic and historical sensibility proved to be essential 
for this volume. While every document seems to have been carefully selected, 
several of the editorial choices are curious. The selection from Margarita’s 
Wedding Dress, by Ricardo Palma, a romanticizing author whose work could 
perfectly fit in the section on nostalgia, sharply contrasts with the rest of the 
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documents on early colonial Lima. In addition, far from being an ethnographic 
appraisal, Mario Vargas Llosa’s essay entitled “Understanding Huachafería” 
reads as a bourgeois, arrogant, and huachafo claim against bad manners.

None of the aforementioned minor objections, however, undermine the 
value of Aguirre and Walker’s volume. These authors provide an indispensable 
resource for the classroom and the road. The Lima Reader could greatly benefit 
the undergraduate survey class, provide critical information for the upper- level 
seminar, and be of assistance for the seasoned traveler seeking something much 
deeper than a generic tour guide.

Javier Puente
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile

 

August, Arnold. Cuba- US Relations: Obama and Beyond. Halifax, Canada: 
Fernwood Publishing, 2017.

After a generation of working as a researcher and a political and trade union 
activist in Canada, author Arnold August turned to journalism. He focused 
attention on Cuba and the ongoing issue of disinformation in western media, 
particularly in the United States. August, who has lectured and published on 
this subject, won the Félix Elmuza Award in 2013 from the Association of 
Cuban Journalists. Not surprisingly, Cuba- US Relations: Obama and Beyond is 
scheduled for publication in Spanish in Cuba in 2018. Ricardo Alarcón, a lead-
ing figure in the Cuban Revolution who subsequently played a significant role 
in Cuban foreign policy, serving as that nation’s representative to the United 
Nations and its minister of foreign affairs, wrote the book’s introduction. He 
applauds August for living among the Cuban people, an experience that 
enabled him to understand the Cuban view of events. He contends that August 
does not mimic the mainstream US- centric position espoused by so- called 
Cubanologists.

August devotes the first part of his book to a review of the impact of US 
interventions in Cuba from the late nineteenth century through 1959, the 
beginning of Fidel Castro’s Cuban Revolution. The litany of charges is well 
known: Cuba’s dependence on US trade, US manipulation of the electoral pro-
cess that resulted in an elite- based Cuban government, and the imposition of 




