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ENVS 201: Introduction to Environmental Studies—Social Sciences 
Spring 2010 Monday/Wednesday 10:00-11:50 16 PAC 

Instructor: Shangrila Joshi Wynn, COL 240, 346-5426 sjoshi@uoregon.edu 
Office hours: Wednesday noon-2 pm or by appointment 

 
 
This course introduces some of the major contributions of the social sciences to 

understanding how and why environmental problems happen. Environmentally harmful 
human behavior is not simply a fact of life: it is a product of specific social conditions, which 
can be studied, understood, and changed. This course therefore examines the social ‘root 
causes’ of environmental problems, as well as social approaches to resolving them. We will be 
discussing ideas such as ‘neo-Malthusianism’, ‘consumerism’, ‘sustainability’, ‘market-based 
mechanisms’, ‘social ecology’ and ‘environmental justice’. Students will practice applying these 
conceptual approaches by using them to analyze the root causes, consequences, and possible 
solutions to specific environmental topics. We will focus on issues that include global 
warming, consumerism, and biodiversity conservation. 

Course requirements: The course grade will be based on the following: three in-class 
quizzes (30%); attendance and participation (20%), 4 weekly reading journals (20%); and 
group project and presentation (30%). The quizzes will consist of multiple-choice and 
true/false questions and will be based on all course materials: lectures, readings and videos. 
Quizzes will not be announced in advance, so full attendance and preparation for lectures is 
essential. Attendance will be taken every day of class and students are responsible for signing 
the attendance sheet. If a student misses a class when a quiz is administered, he or she will 
forfeit the points for the quiz as well as for attendance. The only exception to this rule is in 
the case of documented health or family emergencies. 

Lecture outlines will be available on Blackboard after the class but these cannot replace 
in-class note-taking. Cell phones must be turned off during class. Since there are no discussion 
sections for this course, a portion of class time will be dedicated to discussion of the day’s 
assigned readings, lecture and/or video. Active participation in discussion is expected of all 
students. Any student experiencing difficulty with the class for any reason, including due to a 
disability, should get in touch with me as soon as possible so that appropriate arrangements 
can be made in advance. 

There is no textbook. All required readings can be accessed in ‘Course Documents’ on 
the blackboard webpage for this course: http://blackboard.uoregon.edu 
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Schedule and REQUIRED readings (must be read before  class each day) 
 

Lect 1 
March 29 

Introduction & overview: social science perspectives on the environment  
Discussion and organization of group projects 

 

Lect 2 
March 31 

Case Study I: The case of global 
warming – what went wrong? 

(Cunningham 1998; Henson 2006; Whitty 2006) 
(Video: Age of Stupid)  

Lect 3 
April 5 

Case Study I contd : what went 
wrong in Copenhagen? 

(Athanasiou 2010; Yearwood Jr. and McKibben 2009; 
IISD 2009; Narain 2009; UNFCCC 2009) 

Lect 4 
April 7 

Case Study II : Elwha Dam – 
what went right ?   

(Grossman 2004; Downing 2004; Stokstad 2006; 
Shigley 2008) (Video: Unconquering the Last Frontier) 

Part I: Root causes of environmental problems—social science perspectives   
Lect 5 

April 12 
Overpopulation (Newbold 2007, Chapters. 1 & 6; United Nations 2007)(Videos: 

Paul Ehrlich & the Population Bomb; Blaming Women) 
Lect 6 

April 14 
Economic growth 
and consumerism  

(McKibben 2007; De Graaf 2001; Myers 2004; Roberts 2006) 
(Video: The Story of Stuff; Advertising & the End of the World)  

Lect 7 
April 19 

Political economy (Foster 1999 Chapters. 1 & 6; Easterbrook 2003)(Video: Congo - 
Heart of Darkness) 

Lect 8 
April 21 

Trade, globalization 
and environment  

(The Economist 1999; Gallagher 2004; Esty 2001; Rodrik 2002; 
Pope 2002; Eviatar 2005; Reynolds 2004) (Video: Global Banquet)  

Lect 9 
April 26 

Ideas of nature  (Kinsley 1995, 1995; Dean 2007; Leopold 1949)(Video: Is god 
Green?) 

Part II: Social science solutions to environmental problems   
Lect 10 

April 28 
‘Sustainability’: what does it 
mean?  

(Barr and Gilg 2006; Kates et al 2005; Redclift 2005; Rees 
1997; Maniates 2002)(Video: Easter Island) 

Lect 11 
May 3 

Environmental economics 
and ‘green’ markets 

( Alam 2008; Ackerman 2008; BBC 2006; Doyle 2008) 
(Video: Grounds for Hope)  

Lect 12 
May 5 

Ecological economics and 
natural capitalism 

(Arrow et al. 1995; Daly 1993; Rees 2003; Lovins, Lovins, 
and Hawken 1999) (Video: The Nature of Business) 

Lect 13 
May 10 

Environmental 
Communication and Conflict 
Resolution 

(Milstein 2009; Burger et al 2009; Simon 2009) 
(Video: Ecotoons) 

Lect 14 
May 12 

Environmental justice (Joseph 2005; Srinivasan et al. 2008; Wissenburg 2006; 
Harcourt 2008) (Video: Green/ The Wrath of Grapes) 

Part III: Applying social science concepts to real-world environmental problems  
Lect 15 May 17 Biodiversity & conservation (Whitty 2007; Quammen 2006; Dowie 2008) 

May 19 Class presentations  Part I 
May 24 Class presentations Part II 
May 26 Class presentations Part III    
May 31 Memorial Day (no class)  

Lect 16 Dec. 2    Conclusions (Shellenberger and Nordhaus 2004) 
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