Romance stopsPRIVATE 

Proto-Romance had six stops:  *p *t *k *b *d *g.  The following data contain examples of reflexes each of these in initial and medial position.  Determine the sound changes which have affected each of the Proto-Romance obstruents in each of these four languages.  Try to make each of your rules as general as possible, i.e. wherever you can, write rules which apply to whole classes of sounds rather than to individual phonemes.  If necessary, specify the chronological order in which the sound changes must have occurred in each language.


Some words contain geminate stops.  These are not the focus of the problem, but if you have any intuition about what might be happening there, feel free to mention it.


One word in one language contains a stop which has been added since Proto-Romance; when you figure out which one it is, you can ignore it.

Some suggestions:

Don't apply any knowledge you may have about any of these languages to this problem--your solution should be based exclusively on the data given here.

Make your rules as general as possible--make sure they cover all the data, but don't try to make sure they apply to only the data given.  Avoid the temptation to make very detailed statements of conditioning environments on the basis of just a couple of forms--you'll only get into trouble.

DON'T EVER give me a rule without specifying what language it applies to.




Sardinian
Rumanian
Italian
Spanish

April

apríle
apriér
apríle
abríl

bank


rípa

rípa

rípa

rríba

beat


báttiri
bátere
báttere
batír

believe

krédere
krédere
krédere
kreér

chain

katéna
katína
katéna
kadéna

cord


kórda
koárda
kórda
kuérda

cost


kostáre
kustáre
kostáre
kostár

door


pórta
poárta
pórta
puérta

drink

bíere
beáre
béver
bebér

fire


fóku

fóku

fuóko
fuégo

fly (n.)

múska
múska
móska
móska

fry


frígere
frígyere
frígyere
freír

girlfriend
amíka
amíka
amíka
amíga

give


dáre

dáre

dáre

dár

heaven

kélu

éru

élo

çiélo

hen


gallína
gaína
gallína
galína

meadow

prátu
prátu
práto
prádo

mouth

búkka
búka

bókka
bóka

pain


dólu

dóru

duólo
duélo

sad


trístu
trístu
tríste
tríste

soap


sapóne
sapún
sapóne
sabón

son-in-law
géneru
gyínere
gyénero
jérno

stone

pétra
piátra
piétra
piédra

tail


kóda

koáda
kóda

kóa

take


préndere
príndere
préndere
prendér

ten


déke

zée

diéi
diéç

test


proáre
proáre
prováre
probár

turtledove
túrtura
túrtura
tórtora
tórtolo

vegetable

legúma
legúma
legúme
legúmbre

wax


kéra

eára

éra

çéra

