SPED 412/512 Foundations of Disability II

Group Project Description
(Total: 70 points)
The class project is a creative endeavor restricted only by the limitations of your own imagination, time, and resources.  An overview of the course topics and themes will be given in the first class.  To complement this, you should also look over the course schedule and reading packet.  Find a topic that peaks your curiosity and interest.  In your small group share your interests and come to a consensus on a topic.  Make sure that it fits the overall class themes.  For example, a project that provides an educational or rehabilitative perspective on a disability is not appropriate.  But one that looks at the same disability from a social construction perspective (e.g. how the disability is perceived by society or by individuals who experience it) would be appropriate.

After deciding on a topic, begin to do some research - the course readings and external links on blackboard will lead you to more information.   Begin thinking about a format for the product of your project.  A group term paper? Pretty boring, but a possibility.  Here are some other possible formats:

Poster presentation

Video presentation

Power Point presentation

Regardless of the format, your product (30 points) should:

1) Illustrate a considerable amount of research on your topic (cite and provide references)

2) Connect the material or product to one or more of the big themes of the class (see syllabus)

3) Demonstrate an awareness of how your own cultural background, gender or other important variable influences how you approach this topic or 

4) Address the cultural, gender, ethnic, class or racial aspects of the topic

5) Be accessible to the rest of the class – this includes readability of poster or power point.

6) Look like one project; not 4 individual projects tacked together
Here are some possible topics:
The intersection of disability/race/gender/class

Historical topics: institutions, deinstitutionalization, disability civil rights movement; special education’s history

Media: films: genre (e.g. comedy, drama, horror), historical depictions, and themes within films, such as stereotyping, sibling or family relationships, etc.

Other Media: literature, genre (children’s lit, mysteries, first person narratives, etc.), comics, advertising, etc.

Ethics: abortion debate, genetic testing, right to suicide; or case studies illustrating issues.

Local issues: accessibility (e.g. UO accessibility, new federal court house, new COE, etc), UO Diversity Plan - how does disability fit?  

Disability Rights:  perspectives and experiences of local disability rights leaders, historical view of the movement; important issues being addressed today.

Gender issues - research, practice, perspectives and experiences, leadership, sexuality; Is feminism relevant to women with disabilities? Is discrimination an issue?

Perspectives from different disabilities - but not instructional, medical or clinical

The ADA - history, local issues, local perspectives, implementation issues, landmark cases

Abuse & exploitation - Is the experience different for children/adults with disabilities?

International development - are people with disabilities included? What are examples?

What are trends or experiences in various countries?

The products will be presented in a Poster Fair format during the last class and will be graded by me and by the rest of the class on clarity of message, creativity, resources, accessibility, connection to class themes.  The scoring rubric is on Blackboard.  

Project Documentation
Each group will develop the following:

1.  A project proposal (10 points) that describes:


a. Topic


b. Relationship to course themes


c. Multi-cultural component


d. Example of resources


e. Format of product

This proposal is due October 23.  Groups should feel free to consult with me well in advance of this date.

2.  Project update and evaluation.  This includes a progress report, barriers or challenges, plans to address them, and an evaluation of group members’ participation.  10 points.  This is due November 13.

3.  Individual Paper.  Each individual will write up his or her section of the group project in a short (4-6 pages) paper (10 points).  This is a report on the content of your contribution; it is not a progress or process report. This is due November 20.

4. Final group evaluation that describes

a.  How the group worked together 


b.  Problems/challenges encountered and what you did to resolve them

c.  Description of each member’s contributions to the process and product, including your own.

d. Assigned rating (1-5) for each individual’s contribution (including your own).

This evaluation product will be worth 10 points and is due on or before December 10.
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Class Evaluation for Group Projects
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Comments on Strengths and Weaknesses:

