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Adams says 
finger about 
‘80 percent’
SPORTS, B1

Breaking news throughout the day    registerguard.com ry y r

GOLFERS’ HOLIDAY IN WALES OUTDOORS, C1

CITY/REGION
The Springfield 
City Council is 
pledging $200,000 
to begin a seismic 
retrofit of City Hall 
that could keep it 
from collapsing in 
an earthquake/A3

NATION
Warning that the 
GOP presidential 
race has become 
too nasty, 
Wisconsin Gov. 
Scott Walker exits 
the 2016 cam-
paign/A8

BUSINESS
It’s a natural 
response to flee 
in the face of 
danger, but when it 
comes to stock 
investments, it’s 
usually the wrong 
decision/A10

COMING UP >>
When Esther 
Streisfeld breaks 
her Yom Kippur 
fast, she will enjoy 
a light-fare potluck 
with friends and 
family/Wednesday 
in Food
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QUOTABLE
“She was a demon anyway. It 
was her time to die.”
— Prosecutor David Deakin, 
quoting what Baby Doe’s mother, 
Rachelle Bond, allegedly told 
police her boyfriend said about 
her 2-year-old daughter/A8
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TODAY’S WEATHER
Mostly sunny with 

cool breezes
Details, A2
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Lane County is set to offer 
buyouts to hundreds of its work-
ers in exchange for cost- saving 
changes to future employees’ 
health insurance plans and their 

vacation and sick time accruals.
The deal, negotiated with two 

of the county’s employee unions, 
is designed to reduce staff costs 
and to help the county gov-
ernment potentially avoid the 
so-called “Cadillac tax” on its em-
ployee health plans.

The much-maligned tax, which 
takes effect in 2018 under the fed-
eral Affordable Care Act, requires 
private and public employers to 
pay a 40 percent levy on high-
cost health insurance plans.

In a memo, county Human Re-
sources Director Marsha Edwards 
wrote that the proposed deal “em-
phasized maintaining service for 
the community while protecting 
the county’s ability to manage 

(employee) benefit cost increases 
in the face of very uncertain fi-
nancial forecasts.”

Edwards was unavailable to 
comment further on Monday. The 
county Board of Commissioners 
is set to vote on the deal Tues-
day morning.

Under the buyout, county em-
ployees would receive 250 hours 
of regular pay — roughly equiv-
alent to six weeks — and $500 

for every year they have worked 
for the county. Employees would 
have to decide by the end of the 
year whether to accept a buyout.

The buyout packages wouldn’t 
reduce employees’ pension bene-
fits under the Public Employees 
Retirement System.

The buyouts would have to be 
approved individually by county 

By Saul Hubbard
The Register-Guard

County offers worker buyouts
Hundreds of Lane County employees could collect 250 
hours of pay and $500 for each year they have worked

Turn to BUYOUTS, Page A7

Norma Driscoll brought her paints and easel to the corner of 15th Avenue and Agate Street on Monday to paint the iconic 
façade of the historic East Grandstand at Hayward Field. Driscoll has been painting for more than 60 years. She earned both 
her undergraduate and master’s of fine arts degrees from the University of Oregon, and she studied under Jack Wilkinson, a 
legendary professor at the university and the man for whom Wilkinson House on campus is named. “I still maintain there is a 
truth in painting, and it’s there if you take the trouble to do it,” Driscoll said.

BRUSHING UP ON HISTORY
Photograph by Andy Nelson/The Register-Guard

Western forests 
endangered by fires 
and climate change

NEAR COCHITI CANYON, N.M. — The hills 
here are beautiful, a rolling, green landscape of 
grasses and shrubs under a late-summer sky. But 
it is starkly different from what was here be-
fore: vast forests of ponderosa pine.

The repeated blazes that devastated the trees 
were caused by simple things: an improperly ex-
tinguished campfire in 1996, a tree falling on a 
power line in 2011.

What happened after the fires, however — 
or more accurately, what has not happened — 

By John Schwartz
The New York Times
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INSIDE
 u California requests emergency declaration/A6

An Albany architect 
has filed plans with the 
city of Eugene for a four-
story hotel to be built next 
to the Valley River Inn.

The TownePlace Suites, 
a long-term stay brand of 
Marriott International, 
would add 97 rooms to 
the Eugene market.

Architect Don John-
son, who filed the plans, 
declined to comment on the project. Offi-
cials with Marriott didn’t immediately re-
spond to an email seeking comment about 
their construction timeline.

The vacant site is a 2.1-acre lot imme-

diately east of Valley River 
Inn. It is bordered by the 
Willamette River to the 
south, the Delta Highway/
Interstate 105 interchange 
to the east and McGrath’s 
Fish House to the north.

The TownePlace Suites 
is one of five new hotels 
that are being planned 
or have started construc-
tion in Eugene. If each of 
these hotels is fully built 
out, they would add 526 
hotel rooms to Eugene’s 

existing 2,276 hotel rooms, an increase of 
23 percent.

It shouldn’t be a problem to fill all those 

By Elon Glucklich
The Register-Guard

Turn to HOTEL, Page A7

Yet another hotel proposed 
for construction in Eugene

Results from a massive 
survey on campus rape and 
sexual misconduct under-
taken at the University of Ore-
gon and 26 other universities 
last spring confirmed that at 
least 1 in 5 women reported 
being assaulted during their 
university years.

That’s consistent with a se-
ries of previous surveys con-
ducted by researchers who 
specialize in the study of sex-
ual assault, such as those con-
ducted this year and last by 
UO professor Jennifer Freyd.

Robin Holmes, UO vice 
president for student life, 
said, “The data itself is not 
surprising; but it’s still so-
bering.

“Turning the tide on this 
is critical,” Holmes said. “Stu-
dents must be aware of the 
services available to them, 
have confidence they’ ll be 
supported, and be assured 
that incidents will be investi-
gated swiftly and fairly.”

The 288-page survey or-
ganized by the elite Associa-
tion of American Universities 
includes data from such pri-
vate schools as Harvard and 
Yale, as well as public schools 
such as the University of Ari-
zona and the UO.

Surveyors drew 150,072 
online participants from the 
27 student bodies nationally, 

By Diane Dietz
The Register-Guard

Sexual 
assault 
figures 

released
The study surveyed 

150,072 students at 27 
colleges, including the 
University of Oregon
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Site eyed for 
97-room hotel
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HOW THEY COMPARE
See the full reports at:

University of Oregon: 
ir.uoregon.edu/
UOClimate

Comparable national 
statistics: www.aau.
edu/Climate-Survey.
aspx?id=16525


