Playwright Biography – EM Lewis, author of Song of Extinction
EM Lewis’s Song of Extinction is the First Place Winner of the Ecodrama Playwrights Contest at the University of Oregon.  It can be seen at the Earth Matters On Stage Ecodrama Fesitval and Symposium at U Oregon, May 21-31, 2009; Theresa J. May, Artistic Director.

The play also recently won the Steinberg American Theatre Critics Award at the Humana Festival, spring 2009.  Lewis is also the winner of the 2008 Francesca Primus Prize for an emerging woman theater artist.  Her plays have been produced across the country.  Her newest play, Song of Extinction, premiered at [Inside] the Ford in Los Angeles, after winning the Ashland New Plays Festival and receiving a host of other honors. In 2007, LA Stage Magazine selected Lewis as one of twelve Los Angeles theater “artists to watch” as two of her full-length plays received their world premieres.  Heads – a hostage drama set against the war in Iraq that Edward Albee called “provocative and wonderfully threatening”– received its world premiere at the Blank Theater; the Los Angeles Times named it one of the top ten productions of 2007.  Infinite Black Suitcase – which Variety called “…endearing and insightful” – received its world premiere at the Lillian Theater.  Lewis is a member of Moving Arts Theatre Company, the Dramatists Guild, the International Centre for Women Playwrights and the Alliance of LA Playwrights.  She lives in Santa Monica, California now – but she’s from Oregon.

SONG OF EXTINCTION

Max, a musically gifted high school student, is falling off the edge of the world – and his biology teacher is the only one who’s noticed. A play about the science of life and loss, the relationships between fathers and sons, Cambodian fields, Bolivian rainforests and grief.

“CRITIC'S CHOICE… artfully balances its theme of mortality between the intimate and the macroscopic… explores inner psychological states with remarkable eloquence and clarity…” – Los Angeles Times

 “GO!  …Lewis' smart and honest script is one small push away from collective transcendence.” – LA Weekly

 “An extraordinary production…exquisitely written…Everything about this play is done to perfection…there is a melancholy richness and sensitivity in this beautiful play that will stay with you for a very long time. Guaranteed to leave you thoughtful and speechless.”–CurtainUp

For additional information see the playwright’s website at: http://www.dramatistsguildweb.com/members/emlewis/index.shtml
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