Earth Matters On Stage ~ Ecodrama Playwrights Contest & Symposium on Theatre & Ecology

CONTACT: Theresa J. May, EMOS Artistic Director, U of Oregon, 541 346-1789 /  tmay33@uoregon.edu / www.uoregon.edu/~ecodrama 

April 15, 2009: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

University of Oregon’s EMOS Festival to Host Internationally Known Scholars and Artists

~ Keynote Speakers and Guest Arts ~ Biographical Information
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 Una Chaudhuri is Collegiate Professor and Professor of English and Drama at New York University.  She is the author of No Man’s Stage: A Semiotic Study of Jean Genet’s Plays, and Staging Place: The Geography of Modern Drama, editor of Rachel’s Brain and Other Storms: The Performance Scripts of Rachel Rosenthal, and co-editor, with Elinor Fuchs, of Land/Scape/Theater. She is Guest Editor of a special issue of Yale’s Theater journal on “Ecology and Performance,” and of TDR: The Journal of Performance Studies on “Animals and Performance.” Her current research and publications explore “zooësis,” the representation of animals in contemporary media, culture and performance.  
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  Rachel Rosenthal, a winner of OBIE, Rockefeller, Getty, NEA and CAA awards among many others, is an internationally recognized pioneer in the field of feminist and ecological performance art. She is an interdisciplinary theatre artist who has toured her works nationally and internationally since 1975. Her work is passionately dedicated to interrogating, illuminating and improving the relationship between human beings and the planet we share with so many other species. She is Artistic Director of the Rachel Rosenthal Company where, in addition to working on Company productions, she continues to teach her signature brand of improvisational theatre. Rosenthal was awarded an honorary doctorate by the School of the Art Institute in Chicago in 1999. In 2000 she was honored by the City of Los Angeles as “a Living Cultural Treasure of Los Angeles” and, in 2001, was the recipient of the Award of Merit for Achievement in the Performing Arts from the Association of Performing Arts Presenters (APAP). www.rachelrosenthal.org 
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  José Cruz González's plays include Sunsets and Margaritas, The Heart’s Desire, The Blue House, Tomás and the Library Lady, The Cloud Gatherer, Earth Songs, September Shoes. A collection of his plays, Nine Plays by José Cruz González Magical Realism & Mature Themes in Theatre for Young Audiences will be published this fall by the University of Texas Press Mr. González has written for PAZ, the Emmy Award nominated television series produced by Discovery Kids for The Learning Channel.  Mr. González was a recipient of a 2004 TCG/Pew National Theatre Residency grant.  In 1997 he was awarded a NEA/TCG Theatre Residency Program for Playwrights and in 1985 was a NEA Director Fellow. He teaches theatre at California State University at Los Angeles.  He is a member of The Dramatists Guild of America and TYA/USA.  He is an Associate Artist with Cornerstone Theater Company (CA), and Playwright in Residence with Childsplay (AZ).

Earth Matters On Stage ~ Ecodrama Playwrights Festival & Symposium on Theatre & Ecology

University of Oregon. Theresa J. May, Artistic Director tmay33@uoregon.edu  / www.uoregon.edu/~ecodrama 
