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~ Earth Matters On Stage ~

Ecodrama Playwrights Contest & Symposium on Theatre & Ecology

May 21 – 31, 2009 ~ University of Oregon, Eugene OR

CONTACT: Theresa J. May, EMOS Artistic Director, U of Oregon, 541 346-1789 tmay33@uoregon.edu / www.uoregon.edu/~ecodrama 

April 15, 2009: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

 Does ecological theatre sound like an oxymoron? Find out how theatre artists are responding to the ecological crisis. “The stories we tell as a society influence the way we treat the land, and one another, and so literature and the performing arts are fundamental to creating a sustainable future on this planet, ” says EMOS Artistic Director Theresa J. May.

On May 21, 2009, the University of Oregon will launch a new initiative: Earth Matters on Stage ~ Ecodrama Festival and Symposium on Theatre and Ecology. Running through May 31, the EMOS Festival & Symposium will bring together theatre artists, activists and scholars from around the nation for 10 days of performances, speakers and creative workshops.  Conceived by Dr. Theresa May, theatre arts faculty at the University of Oregon, EMOS takes on the big questions facing society: how can we change hearts and minds to care for the earth, even as we depend on it?  What can each of us do, in our own homes and professions, to build a sustainable society?   Come find out! For tickets call UO Ticket office: (541) 346-4363, or see www.uoregon.edu/~ecodrama. 

At the core of the EMOS Festival is the Ecodrama Playwrights Contest, an international call for more plays and performances about ecological issues.  The EMOS Festival will present the winners and finalists (out of 158 submitted scripts) of this year’s contest: 

· First Place: Song of Extinction, by EM Lewis, about a gifted teenage musician; performances May 22, 28, 30 at 7:30pm in the new Hope Theatre at U Oregon. 

· Second Place: Atomic Farmgirl, by C. Denby Swanson, about four sisters and the ghosts of their family farm; performances May 23, 29 at 7:30pm, and May 31 at 2pm, also in the Hope Theatre.  

All performances followed by discussion with playwrights and/or other guest speakers.

EMOS will open with two Keynote Speakers Una Chaudhuri, author and scholar from New York University, whose work has spearheaded ecological awareness in theatre; Friday, May 22, 5pm. And Rachel Rosenthal, internationally renowned performance artist and teacher, who has called for forth compassion for the natural world in her daring productions since the 1980s; Saturday, May 23, 5 pm.  Both speakers will be in the Robinson Theatre.   

Eugene area high school students, parents and educators will gather for a Art/Education/Environment: A Community Conversation, on Wednesday, May 27 at 7:30pm.  This event is free, public welcome.

A day of Green Theatre Practice presented by the Center for Sustainable Art and CalArts (Los Angeles) will offer speakers and workshops on arts practices Thursday, May 28, at 10 am.

Indigenous theatre artists from northern California will present Salmon Is Everything, a play about the Klamath River salmon crisis, Friday, May 29 at 2:30pm. 

A Panel of Indigenous Artists from various tribes will read from their plays and discuss how their work offers a unique vision of the human/nature relationship.

Bill Rauch, artistic director of Oregon Shakespeare Company, will join leading theatre artists on Saturday at 4 pm for EMOS’ Northwest Theatre Town Hall.  Artists and directors from the Pacific Northwest will discuss how they envision the connection among theatre, community and place.

Other EMOS Festival highlights include:

· Ecodrama Award Ceremony, May 22 & 23 5 pm

· The Ecology of Person and Place, May 23 10am

· One Mile Garden, May 23, 11:45 am

· Ritual: Art for Earth’s Sake, Dominique Mazead, May 24, 11:45 am

· Metamorphoses, May 25, 2pm

· Site-Specific Dance, May 24, 4pm

· Treed, May 24, 7:30 pm

· Mama Stars, May 24, 9 pm

· Naked Feet Theatrical Productions, May 25, 9am

· Spilling Out: Dance and Architectural Design, May 25, 2pm

· Footprints, A Musical Ecodrama, May 25, 4m

· Timberland, May 25, 7:30 pm

· Walking a Labyrinth: Bodies in Landscape, May 26, 1:45pm

· Playback Theatre, May 26, 7:30pm

· Creek Dancer, May 27, 4pm

· Salmon Is Everything, May 29, 2:30pm

· Defining the Cultural Ecosystem, May 28, 11:45am

· One Eye Gone, May 28, 4:15 pm

· Ashden Directory’s Satellite Session from the United Kingdom, May 29, 9am

· Environmental Justice & Indigenous Theatre, May 29, 2:30pm

· Homecoming: The Butoh of Place, May 30, 9am

Tickets: Week-end pass $35-45 non-student; $15-20 student; individual performances: $5-10; keynote speakers: $5.  Many events are free. Call the UO Ticket Office: 541 346-4363; or visit www.uoregon.edu/~ecodrama. 

Speaker and playwright information, and background press release available on our website: www.uoregon.edu/~ecodrama.  Photos available on request.

Earth Matters On Stage – Ecodrama Festival & Symposium 2009, U of Oregon
Background 

The purpose of Earth Matters On Stage, founded by Dr. Theresa J. May, assistant professor of theatre arts at the University of Oregon, aims to light an artistic fire in the international theatre community about the important role that theatre and performance can play in building a sustainable future, and healing our communities and our planet.  The core of EMOS is the Ecodrama Playwrights Contest, which nurtures and inspires new dramatic work, and then showcases that work through collaborative artistic partnerships. 

The first EMOS Festival took place at Humboldt State University, in collaboration with Del’Arte Theatre Company of Blue Lake, under the direction of Theresa May and partner Larry Fried (who served as artistic director in 2004). The 2004 Festival attracted 147 submissions from the US and Canada, and garnered national enthusiasm and recognition with a feature article in American Theatre (Feb. 2005). The award-winning plays of 2004, Odin’s Horse by Robert Koon, and Girl Science by Larry Lobell, have gone on to have professional productions in Chicago and New York. 

EMOS 2009 also includes an Ecodrama Playwrights Contest, and will present award to two winning plays: First place is a $2,000 award to Song of Extinction, by EM Lewis – a moving play that has already won numerous awards nationally, including the Steinberg/ACTA Award at the Humana Festival in Louisville, Kentucky. Second place goes to Atomic Farmgirl, by C. Denby Swanson, and based on the book by Teri Hein.  These two plays rose to the top out of 158 plays submitted from the U.S., Canada, United Kingdom, as well as Russia, Taiwan, and Kenya.

Who picked the winners?  Each of the 158 plays was read twice by a group of students, faculty and community artists.  A short list of 25 plays emerged, from which artistic director Theresa May, with theatre arts faculty members Jennifer Schlueter and Sara Freeman, chose six finalists.  The winning plays were selected by a panel of six judges – nationally known professionals in theatre Tim Bond, former Associate Director, Oregon Shakespeare Company (now artistic director of Syracuse Stage Company); José Cruz González, award-wining playwright and professor of playwriting at Cal State Los Angeles, and several others (listed with bios at www.uoregon.edu/~ecodrama ).  EMOS 2004 judges included Pulitzer Prize winner Robert Schenkkan (The Kentucky Cycle), and actress/playwright Ellen McLauglin (Angels in America cast).

What’s different about EMOS 2009 is the addition of the Symposium on Theatre and Ecology, for theatre artists, environmentalists and community members to join in dialogue, through  

roundtables, creative workshops, and additional performances and play-readings. Keynote speakers include leading theatre artists and scholars, including renowned performance artists Rachel Rosenthal, international scholar Una Chaudhuri, and Bill Rauch, new artistic director of Oregon Shakespeare Company.  Rauch will join EMOS on May 30 for a Northwest Theatre Town Hall that brings together theatre artists from Portland and Seattle to talk about the connections theatre can make between community and place.  The EMOS Symposium includes workshops and presentations by national artists and activists, as well as faculty and students from the wider UO community, including the colleges Allied Arts and Architecture, Music and Dance, and the College of Arts and Sciences.

The EMOS Festival has grown out of the work of Theresa J. May, a nationally recognized scholar, whose work focuses on the intersection of ecology and the arts.  She is co-author of Greening Up Our Houses, a guide to running an ecological theatre, published by Drama Books in 1994.  As founding director of Theatre in the Wild, Seattle, she produced earth-based site-specific drama aimed at nurturing connection with the natural world. In recent creative projects she adapted Etty Hillisum’s holocaust diary, An Interrupted Life, for the stage; wrote and directed Salmon Is Everything in collaboration with Karuk, Yurok and Hupa tribes of Northern California; and directed Ellen McLaughlin’s Trojan Women at the University of Oregon. Theresa was co-convener of the regional conference "Theatre in an Ecological Age" in 1991, the first national conference on theatre ecology. Her “Remembering the Mountain: Grotowski’s Deep Ecology” appears in Performing Nature:  Explorations in Ecology and the Arts. Theresa’s articles have appeared in many national journals.

The EMOS Festival and Symposium are through a project grant from the College of Arts and Sciences at the University of Oregon, and the University Theatre. Co-sponsors include the Oregon Humanities Center, the Center for the Study of Women and Society, the UO Honors College, and many UO departments; and business sponsor, Natural Choice Directory of Willamette Valley.  The EMOS Festival will be presented every three years by the Dept. of Theatre Arts, at the University of Oregon.

Information and biographical information of the winning playwrights, and the keynote speakers can be found on the EMOS website: www.uoregon.edu/~ecodrama. Information about the first EMOS Festival in 2004, can also be accessed through this website.

Photographs available for print and online media:

· Rachel Rosenthal, by Anne Lebowitz

· Rachel Rosenthal, teaching

· Una Chaudhuri, portrait

· José Cruz González, portrait

· Martha Lavey, portrait

· Theresa May, portrait

· Song of Extinction, production  

· Atomic Farmgirl, production  

· Salmon Is Everything, production  

· Miller Theatre Complex 
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