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~ Earth Matters On Stage ~

Ecodrama Playwrights Contest & Symposium on Theatre & Ecology

May 21 – 31, 2009 ~ University of Oregon, Eugene OR

CONTACT: Theresa J. May, EMOS Artistic Director, U of Oregon, 541 346-1789 tmay33@uoregon.edu / www.uoregon.edu/~ecodrama 

April 15, 2009: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

 Does ecological theatre sound like an oxymoron? Find out how theatre artists are responding to the ecological crisis. “The stories we tell as a society influence the way we treat the land, and one another, and so literature and the performing arts are fundamental to creating a sustainable future on this planet, ” says EMOS Artistic Director Theresa J. May.

On May 21, 2009, the University of Oregon will launch a new initiative: Earth Matters on Stage ~ Ecodrama Festival and Symposium on Theatre and Ecology. Running through May 31, the EMOS Festival & Symposium will bring together theatre artists, activists and scholars from around the nation for 10 days of performances, speakers and creative workshops.  Conceived by Dr. Theresa May, theatre arts faculty at the University of Oregon, EMOS takes on the big questions facing society: how can we change hearts and minds to care for the earth, even as we depend on it?  What can each of us do, in our own homes and professions, to build a sustainable society?   Come find out! For tickets call UO Ticket office: (541) 346-4363, or see www.uoregon.edu/~ecodrama. 

At the core of the EMOS Festival is the Ecodrama Playwrights Contest, an international call for more plays and performances about ecological issues.  The EMOS Festival will present the winners and finalists (out of 158 submitted scripts) of this year’s contest: 

· First Place: Song of Extinction, by EM Lewis, about a gifted teenage musician; performances May 22, 28, 30 at 7:30pm in the new Hope Theatre at U Oregon. 

· Second Place: Atomic Farmgirl, by C. Denby Swanson, about four sisters and the ghosts of their family farm; performances May 23, 29 at 7:30pm, and May 31 at 2pm, also in the Hope Theatre.  

All performances followed by discussion with playwrights and/or other guest speakers.

EMOS will open with two Keynote Speakers Una Chaudhuri, author and scholar from New York University, whose work has spearheaded ecological awareness in theatre; Friday, May 22, 5pm. And Rachel Rosenthal, internationally renowned performance artist and teacher, who has called for forth compassion for the natural world in her daring productions since the 1980s; Saturday, May 23, 5 pm.  Both speakers will be in the Robinson Theatre.   

Eugene area high school students, parents and educators will gather for a Art/Education/Environment: A Community Conversation, on Wednesday, May 27 at 7:30pm.  This event is free, public welcome.

A day of Green Theatre Practice presented by the Center for Sustainable Art and CalArts (Los Angeles) will offer speakers and workshops on arts practices Thursday, May 28, at 10 am.

Indigenous theatre artists from northern California will present Salmon Is Everything, a play about the Klamath River salmon crisis, Friday, May 29 at 2:30pm. 

A Panel of Indigenous Artists from various tribes will read from their plays and discuss how their work offers a unique vision of the human/nature relationship.

Bill Rauch, artistic director of Oregon Shakespeare Company, will join leading theatre artists on Saturday at 4 pm for EMOS’ Northwest Theatre Town Hall.  Artists and directors from the Pacific Northwest will discuss how they envision the connection among theatre, community and place.

Other EMOS Festival highlights include:

· Ecodrama Award Ceremony, May 22 & 23 5 pm

· The Ecology of Person and Place, May 23 10am

· One Mile Garden, May 23, 11:45 am

· Ritual: Art for Earth’s Sake, Dominique Mazead, May 24, 11:45 am

· Metamorphoses, May 25, 2pm

· Site-Specific Dance, May 24, 4pm

· Treed, May 24, 7:30 pm

· Mama Stars, May 24, 9 pm

· Naked Feet Theatrical Productions, May 25, 9am

· Spilling Out: Dance and Architectural Design, May 25, 2pm

· Footprints, A Musical Ecodrama, May 25, 4m

· Timberland, May 25, 7:30 pm

· Walking a Labyrinth: Bodies in Landscape, May 26, 1:45pm

· Playback Theatre, May 26, 7:30pm

· Creek Dancer, May 27, 4pm

· Salmon Is Everything, May 29, 2:30pm

· Defining the Cultural Ecosystem, May 28, 11:45am

· One Eye Gone, May 28, 4:15 pm

· Ashden Directory’s Satellite Session from the United Kingdom, May 29, 9am

· Environmental Justice & Indigenous Theatre, May 29, 2:30pm

· Homecoming: The Butoh of Place, May 30, 9am

Tickets: Week-end pass $35-45 non-student; $15-20 student; individual performances: $5-10; keynote speakers: $5.  Many events are free. Call the UO Ticket Office: 541 346-4363; or visit www.uoregon.edu/~ecodrama. 

Speaker and playwright information, and background press release available on our website: www.uoregon.edu/~ecodrama.  Photos available on request.

The EMOS Festival and Symposium are through a project grant from the College of Arts and Sciences at the University of Oregon, and the University Theatre. Co-sponsors include the Oregon Humanities Center, the Center for the Study of Women and Society, the UO Honors College, and many UO departments; and business sponsor, Natural Choice Directory of Willamette Valley.  The EMOS Festival will be presented every three years by the Dept. of Theatre Arts, at the University of Oregon.
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