ATOMIC FARMGIRL

BY C. DENBY SWANSON

Earth Matters On Stage ~ Ecodrama Playwrights Contest & Symposium on Theatre & Ecology

CONTACT: Theresa J. May, EMOS Artistic Director, U of Oregon, 541 346-1789 /  tmay33@uoregon.edu / www.uoregon.edu/~ecodrama 

April 15, 2009: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

UNIVERISTY OF OREGON’S ECODRAMA CONTEST AWARD GIVEN TO TWO NATIONAL PLAYWRIGHTS

Playwright Biographical Information 

FIRST PLACE ~ (Award Ceremony 5 pm May 22, 2009, Hope Theatre, UO)

EM Lewis, author of Song of Extinction
EM Lewis’s Song of Extinction is the First Place Winner of the Ecodrama Playwrights Contest at the University of Oregon.  It can be seen at the Earth Matters On Stage Ecodrama Fesitval and Symposium at U Oregon, May 21-31, 2009; Theresa J. May, Artistic Director.

The play also recently won the Steinberg American Theatre Critics Award at the Humana Festival, spring 2009.  Lewis is also the winner of the 2008 Francesca Primus Prize for an emerging woman theater artist.  Her plays have been produced across the country.  Her newest play, Song of Extinction, premiered at [Inside] the Ford in Los Angeles, after winning the Ashland New Plays Festival and receiving a host of other honors. In 2007, LA Stage Magazine selected Lewis as one of twelve Los Angeles theater “artists to watch” as two of her full-length plays received their world premieres.  Heads – a hostage drama set against the war in Iraq that Edward Albee called “provocative and wonderfully threatening”– received its world premiere at the Blank Theater; the Los Angeles Times named it one of the top ten productions of 2007.  Infinite Black Suitcase – which Variety called “…endearing and insightful” – received its world premiere at the Lillian Theater.  Lewis is a member of Moving Arts Theatre Company, the Dramatists Guild, the International Centre for Women Playwrights and the Alliance of LA Playwrights.  She lives in Santa Monica, California now – but she’s from Oregon.

Song of Extinction ~ Max, a musically gifted high school student, is falling off the edge of the world – and his biology teacher is the only one who’s noticed. A play about the science of life and loss, the relationships between fathers and sons, Cambodian fields, Bolivian rainforests and grief.

For additional information see the playwright’s website at: http://www.dramatistsguildweb.com/members/emlewis/index.shtml
SECOND PLACE Award Ceremony 5 pm May 23, 2009, Hope Theatre, UO)

C. Denby Swanson, author of Atomic Farmgirl, Second Place Winner of the Ecodrama Playwrights Festival
C. Denby Swanson is a 2007/2008 NEA/TCG Playwright in Residence with Zachary Scott Theater Center. She graduated from Smith College, the National Theatre Institute, and the University of Texas Michener Center for Writers, and has been a William Inge Playwright in Residence, a Jerome Fellow and a McKnight Advancement Grant recipient. Her work has been commissioned by the Guthrie Theater, 15 Head a Theatre Lab, Macalester College, St. Stephen's High School, and The Drilling Company and featured in the Southern Playwrights Festival, the Women Playwrights Project, the Estro-Genius Festival, and PlayLabs 2002. She is published by Smith & Kraus, Heinemann, Accompany Publishing, and Playscripts, Inc. In 2006, she was in residence at New York Stage & Film (through P73) to develop her play A Brief Narrative Of An Extraordinary Birth Of Rabbits, which was also included in the Writer/Director Lab at the Playwrights Center, and workshopped at Cornell College in Iowa as part of New Plays on Campus grant. Her play The Death Of A Cat received its world premiere at Salvage Vanguard Theater and was subsequently a finalist for the PEN Center Literary Award for Drama. Most recently, her full length adaptation, Atomic Farmgirl, was workshopped at the Culture Projects Impact Festival. She is a Core member of The Playwrights Center in Minneapolis, an alumna of the Lark Theaters Playwrights Week 2005, a former Artistic Director of Austin Script Works, and on the faculty at Southwestern University.
Atomic Farmgirl, by C. Denby Swanson, adapted from the memoir by Teri Hein

An intimate and unexpectedly buoyant story about one farm and three generations of people who are connected to it.  It is a play about memory, family, and land. Set today, the play takes us on a journey through time as four sisters struggle with how to cope with the mythology of the American West, the and the betrayals of the past, and the legacies of the nuclear industry, which released a million curies of radiation into the air, water and land of their childhood. 

The play was developed in collaboration with the Drilling Company of New York. 

