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“Animal & Planet”  

Abstract

"Today, a long-overdue conversation between the field of Environmental Studies and the field of Animal Studies is finally getting underway.  A major impetus for this new conjunction is, of course, the increasingly urgent issue of climate change and other jointly-held threats to ecological systems and species, ours included.  As every photograph of a polar bear now reminds us, the threats facing the environment will not have consequences for humans alone.  This paper explores a number of performances in which attention to the figure of the animal challenges, complicates and enriches our understanding of what it means for us human beings to live in a more-than-human world."

Una Chaudhuri is Collegiate Professor and Professor of English and Drama at New York University.  She is the author of No Man’s Stage: A Semiotic Study of Jean Genet’s Plays, and Staging Place: The Geography of Modern Drama, editor of Rachel’s Brain and Other Storms: The Performance Scripts of Rachel Rosenthal, and co-editor, with Elinor Fuchs, of Land/Scape/Theater. She is Guest Editor of a special issue of Yale’s Theater journal on “Ecology and Performance,” and of TDR: The Journal of Performance Studies on “Animals and Performance.” Her current research and publications explore “zooësis,” the representation of animals in contemporary media, culture and performance.  
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