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\ In 1980 Falwell laid out his argument for Christian political activism,
setting much of the 1980s political agenda for conservative Christians.
By this point Falwell had emerged as the best-known spokesperson for the
burgeoning Religious Right.

In light of our present moral condition, we as a nation are quickly
approaching the point of no return, There can be no doubt that the sin
of America is severe. We are literally approaching the brink of national
disaster. Many have exclaimed, “If God does not judge America soon,
He will have to apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah.” In almost every
aspect of our society, we have flaunted our sinful behavior in the very
face of God Himself, Our movies, television programs, magazines, and
entertainment in general are morally bankrupt and spiritually corrupt.
We have become one of the most blatantly sinfal nations of all time. We
dare not continue to excuse ourselves on the basis of God’s past bless-
ing in our national heritage. The time for a national repentance of God's
people has now come to America. . . .

Is there no hope? Is our doom inevitable? Can the hand of God’s judg-
ment not be stayed? Many of us are convinced that it can. We believe
that there is yet an opportunity for a reprieve in God’s judgment of this
great nation. But that hope rests in the sincerity of national repentance
led by the people of God. . .. :

While sins of America are certainly many, let us summarize the five
major problems that have political consequences, political implications,
that moral Americans need to be ready to face.

1. ABORTION —Nine men, by majority vote, said it was okay to
kill unborn children. In 1973, two hundred million Americans
and four hundred thousand pastors stood by and did little to
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stop it. Every year millions of babies are murdered in America,
and most of us want to forget that it is happening. The Nazis
murdered six million Jews, and certainly the Nazis fell under
the hand of the judgment of God for these atrocities. So-called
Christian America has murdered more unborn innocents than
that. How do we think that we shall escape the judgment of
God?

HOMOSEXUALITY —In spite of the fact that the Bible clearly
designates this sin as an act of a “reprobate mind” for which
God “gave them up” (Rm. 1:26-28), our government seems
determined to legalize homosexuals as a legitimate “minor-
ity.” . . . Even the ancient Greeks, among whom homosexuality
was fairly prevalent, never legally condoned its practice. Plato
himself called it “abnormal.” If our nation legally recognizes
homosexuaslity, we will put curselves under the same hand of
judgment as Sodom and Gomorrah.,

PORNOGRAPIHY —The four-billion-dollar-per-year porno-
graphic indusiry is probably the most devastating moral
influence of all upon our young people. Sex magazines delib-
erately increase the problem of immoral lust and thus provoke
increased adultery, prostitution, and sexual child abuse. . . .

HUMANISM —The contemporary philosophy that glorifies
man as man, apart from God, is the uitimate outgrowth of evo-
lutionary science and secular education. In his new book The
Battle for the Mind, Dr. Tim LaHaye argues that the full admis-
sion of humanism as the religion of secular education came
after prayer and Bible reading were excluded from our public
schools. Ultimately, humanism rests upon the philosophy of
existentialism, which emphasizes that one’s present existence
is the true meaning and purpose of life. Existentialism has
become the religion of the public schools. Applied to psychol
ogy, it postulates a kind of moral neutrality that is detrimental
to Christian ethics. In popular terminology it explaing, “Do your
own thing,” and “If it feels good, do it!” It is an approach to life
that has no room for God and makes man the measure of all
things.

THE FRACTURED FAMILY —With a skyrocketing divorce
rate, the American family may well be on the verge of extinc-
tion in the next twenty years. Even the recent White House
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Conference on I'amilies has cafled for an emphasis on diverse
family forums (common-law, communal, homosexual, and trans-
sexual “marriages”). The Bible pattern of the family has been
virtually discarded by modern American society. Our movies
and magazines have glorified the physical and emotional experi-
ence of sex without love to the point that most Americans do
not even consider love to be important at all anymore, Bent on
self-gratification, we have reinterpreted our moral values in light
of our immoral life styles. Since the family is the basic unit of
society, and since the family is desperately in trouble today, we
can ¢onclude that our society itself is in danger of total collapse.
We are not moving toward an alternate family life style, we are
moving closer to the brink of destruction. . . .

Moral Americans can make the difference in America if we are will-
ing to exert the effort to make our feelings known and if we are willing
to make the necessary sacrifices to get the job done. . . .

To change America we must be involved, and this includes three
areas of political action:

1. REGISTRATION

A recent national poll indicated that eight million American
evangelicals are not registered to vote. | am convinced that this
is one of the major sins of the church today. Until concerned
Christian citizens become registered voters there is very little
that we can do to change the tide of political influence on the
social issues in our nation. Those who object to Christians
being involved in the political process are ultimately objecting
to Christians being involved in the social process, The political
process is really nothing more than a realization of the social
process, For us to divorce ourselves frotn society would be fo
run iitto the kind of isolationism and monasticism that char-
acterized the medieval hermits. Many Christians are not even
aware of the importance of registering to vote. It is perfectly
legal, for example, for a deputy registrar to come right to your
local church at a designated time and register the entire con-
gregation. I am convinced that those of us who are pastors have
an obligation to urge our people to register to vote. ] am more
concerned that people exercise their freedom to vote than I am
concerned for whom they vote.
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2 INFORMATION

" Many moral Americans are unaware of the real issues affecting
them today. Many people do not know the voting record of their
congressman and have no idea how he is representing them

on political issues that have moral implications. This is one of
the major reasons why we have established the Moral Majority
organization. We want to keep the public informed on the vital
moral issues. The Moral Majority, Inc., is a nonprofit organiza-
tion, with headquarters in Washington, D.C. Our goal is to exert
a significant influence on the spiritual and moral direction of
our nation by: (a) mobilizing the grassroots of moral Americans
in one clear and effective voice; (b) informing the moral major-
ity what is going on behind their backs in Washington and in
state legislatures across the country; (c) lobbying intensely in
Congress to defeat left-wing, social-welfare bills that will further
erode our precious freedom; (d) pushing for positive legisla-
tion such as that to establish the Family Protection Agency,
which will ensure a strong, enduring America; and (e) helping
the moral majority in local communities to fight pornography,
homosexuality, the advocacy of immorality in school textbooks,
and other issues facing each and every one of us.

Christians must keep America great by being willing to go
into the halls of Congress, by getting laws passed that will pro-
tect the freedom and liberty of her citizens. The Moral Majority,
Inc., was formed to acquaint Americans everywhere with the
tragic decline in our nation’s morals and to provide leadership
in establishing an effective coalition of morally active citizens
who are (a) prolife, (b) profamily, (c) promoral, and (d) pro-
American. If the vast majority of Americans (84 per cent, ac-
cording to George Gallup) still believe the Ten Commandments
are valid today, why are we permitting a few leading amoral
humanists and naturalists to take over the most influential posi-
tions in this nation?

Tim Lallaye has formed a code of minimum moral standards
dictated by the Bible; his code would be used to evaluate the
stand of candidates on moral issties. These minimum standards
are:

a. Do you agree that this country was founded on a belief in
God and the moral principles of the Bible? Do you concur
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that this country has been departing from those principles
and needs to return to them?

b. Would you favor stricter laws relating to the sale of
pornography?

¢. Do you favor stronger laws against the use and sale of hard
drugs?

d. Are you in favor of legalizing marijuana?

¢, Would you favor legalizing prostitution?

f: Do you approve of 2bortions on demand when the life of
the mother is not in danger?

g. Do you favor laws that would increase homosexual rights?

h. Would you vote to prevent known homosexuals to teach in
schools?

i, Do you favor capital punishment for capital offenses?

j. Do you favor the right of parents to send their children to
private schools?

k. Do vou favor voluntary prayer in the public schools?

1. Do you favor removal of the tax-exempt status of
churches?

m. Do you favoer removal of the tax-exempt status of church-
related schools?

n. Do you believe that government should remove children
from their parents’ home except in cases of physical
abuse?

0. Do you favor sex education, contraceptives, or abortions
for minors without parental consent?

p. Except in wartime or dire emergency, would you vote for
government spending that exceeds revenue?

g. Do you favor a reduction in taxes to allow families more
spendable income?

r. Do you favor a reduction in government?
8. Do you favor passage of the Equal Rights Amendment?

t. Do you favor busing schoolchildren out of their neighbor-
hood to achieve racial integration?

t. Do you favor more federal involvement in education?
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" The answers to these questions would be evaluated in the light
" scriptural principles. . . .

3. MOBILIZATION

The history of the church includes the history of Christian
involvement in social issues. . . .

Since government has the power to control various areas and acti
ties of our lives, it is vital that we as concerned Americans understand
the importance of our involvement in the political process. . . . '

America was born in her churches, and she must be reborn there as
well. The time has come for pastors and church leaders to clearly and
boldly proclaim the Gospel of regeneration in Christ Jesus. We need a
return to God and to the Bible as never before in the history of America,
Undoubtedly we are at the edge of eternity. Some are already referring
to us as “post-Christian America.” We have stretched the rubber band
of morality too far already. A few more stretches and it will undoubt-
edly snap forever. When that happens we will become like all the other :
nations preceding us who've fallen under the judgment of God. I love
America not because of her pride, her wealth, or her prestige; T love
America because she, above all the nations of the world, has honored
the principles of the Bible, America has been great because she has
been good. . . .

I 'am convinced that we need a spiritual and moral revival in America
if America is to survive the twentieth century. The time for action is
now; we dare not wait for someone else to take up the banner of righ-
teousness in our generation. We have already waited toc long. . ..

Right living must be re-established as an American way of life. We as
American citizens must recommit ourselves to the faith of our fathers
and to the premises and moral foundations upon which this country was
established. Now is the time to begin calling America back to God, back
to the Bible, back to morality! We must be willing to live by the moral
convictions that we claim to believe. There is no way that we will ever
be willing to die for something for which we are not willing to live. The
authority of Bible morality must once again be recognized as the legiti-
mate guiding principle of our nation. Our love for our fellow man must
ever be grounded in the truth and never be allowed to blind us from the
truth that is the basis of our love for our fellow man.

As a pastor and as a parent [ am calling my fellow American citizens
to unite in a moral crusade for righteousness in our generation. It is time
to call America back to her moral roots. It is time to call America back to
God. We need a revival of righteous living based on a proper confession
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of sin and repentance of heart if we are to remain the land of the free
and the home of the brave! I am convinced th_at. Gpd is calling millions.
of Americans in the so-often silent majority to join in the moral—rrgajority- i
crusade to turn America around in our 1ifetime_. ‘Won't you begin now
to pray with us for revival in America?. Let us unite our hea1"ts z.md hx.res
together for the cause of a new America . . . a moral Amenca in which
righteousness will exalt this nation. Only as we 'do ‘[h]S. can we exempt
ourselves from one day having to look our children in the eyes and
answer this searching question: “Mom and Dad, where were you the
" day freedom died in America?”

The choice is now ours.




