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We had two graduate students successfully defend wonderful 
PhD dissertations this spring: Josiah Simon (who wrote on Franz 
Rosenzweig’s early Hegel-book) and Nicholas Reynolds (who 
treated Rainer Maria Rilke’s prose works in terms of phenome-
nological and neo-Marxist thought). Josiah went off this summer 
to begin a long-term job with major responsibilities at Schreiner 
University in Kerrville, Texas, near to his home and extended 

family. Nick will be teaching at the University 
of Oregon in the coming year, while actively 

pursuing the academic job market. He also 
organized and ran—with grad student Judith 

Lechner—an extraordinarily successful 
joint faculty–graduate student 
conference on the question of “What 
Is a Thing?” (see description in this 

issue). We will publish selected papers 
from this conference in Konturen as well. 

In addition to the PhDs, we graduated two 
strong MA students his past year—Katherine 
Adler and Lindsey Mitzen—who wrote 
fascinating theses on ecocriticism and on lite-

rature and law (Kleist and Kant), respectively. 
Both are currently employed in fields of interest.   
Our continuing graduate students are making 

great strides, regularly giving papers at academic confe-
rences, and beginning to publish along the way. Alexis Smith 
was awarded the Julie and Rocky Dixon Graduate Student 
Innovation Award, and she is writing her dissertation on music 
in German romanticism, while doing a simultaneous graduate 
certificate in nonprofit management. Eva Hoffmann has been 
awarded the Astrid M. Williams award to support her disserta-
tion writing. Rob Mottram, Judith Lechner, and Jacob Barto are 
all making significant progress with dissertations on romanti-
cism, contemporary literature and film, and modernist literature, 
respectively, while Stephanie Chapman is passed her exams and 
formulating a dissertation topic in relation to the Foucauldian 
notion of heterotopias.  

In the graduate programs as a whole, we put into place 
important new innovations this year, including a five-year 
BA-MA program; the potential to 
admit students possessing BAs 
directly to the PhD program; a 
slightly shortened path to the disser-
tation-writing phase; and increased 
summer graduate student support. 

It has been another exciting and positive year for German 
and Scandinavian at University of Oregon. The undergrad-
uate German major is thriving, our graduate students are 
going strong, and our faculty members are continuing to 
propose and teach innovative courses and to publish and 

present their material at prominent conferences. We remain one 
of the largest undergraduate German majors in the country, and 
the visibility of our scholarship (both graduate students 
and faculty) is growing. Swedish enrollments are very 
strong, as are enrollments in upper-level Scandinavian 
courses across the temporal and thematic spectra. 

In faculty matters, we are delighted to announce 
that Sonja Boos began as our new tenure-track 
assistant professor this past year. She 
came to us with a Princeton PhD via 
several years teaching at Oberlin. 
She’s already been making great 
contributions to the teaching and 
research culture of our Department, 
and created an enthusiastic student 
following. Associate Professor Dor-
othee Ostmeier, who energetically 
took the role of acting head of the 
department in spring term, brought 
our her second authored book this 
year, Poetische Dialoge zu Liebe, 
Gender und Sex im frühen zwan-
zigsten Jahrhundert (Aisthesis 
Verlag). Professor Kenneth Calhoon’s book Affecting Grace: 
Theater, Subject, and the Shakespearean Paradox in German 
Literature from Lessing to Kleist (University of Toronto Press) 
appeared likewise this year. My own second book, Orientalism 
and the Figure of the Jew (Fordham University Press), will be 
available this fall. It treats the relationship between Oriental-
ism and anti-Semitism in Herder, F. Schlegel, Goethe, Hegel, 
Schopenhauer, Buber, Kafka, and Freud. Assistant Professors 
Gantt Gurley and Katharina Loew have prestigious new article 
publications in the Jewish Quarterly Review and New German 
Critique, respectively, and are working assiduously toward their 
first book publications.  

The journal Konturen (journals.oregondigital.org/konturen), 
edited in our department, brought out the new issue, Up Against 
the Wall, which deals with the Berlin Wall and other world 
walls. Issues on modern art, the question of the human-animal 
relation, and Kierkegaard will be online soon. 

www.facebook.com/UOGerScan
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Our colleague Helmut Plant is 
the department’s volunteering 
star. His gracious support of our 

department and its students will always 
be an inspiration. He never retired after 
his official retirement—a mere 24 years 
ago—in 1990. During his full-time career, 
he taught many courses on German 
language and culture, including History 
of the German Language, Middle High 
German, Introduction to Gothic, Old 
High German, Old Saxon and Contrastive 
English, and German Phonetics. 

As a scholar he has been devoted to 
the study of medieval German literature, 
and he is still a regular participant in a 
medieval studies group. If you ask him a 
question about the etymology of a word, 
he will tell you about the morphological 
and semantic changes the term under-
went during the last millennium without 
any problem. He is also a fount of 
knowledge when it comes to the regional 
variants of the German language. His gen-
uine passion for language-learning also 
extends to the study of other languages—

Honoring Helmut Plant
Spanish, Italian, and French. 

Here are some highlights from his 
almost 50-year career at the University of 
Oregon: 

From the beginning of his employ-
ment in 1967 to his retirement, he served 
as the departmental undergraduate advi-
sor. He is a teacher who loves to work 
with undergraduates and who gladly 
takes on the role of a mentor. He regularly 
organized immersion language retreats 
for students of German, Scandinavian, 
and Romance languages. The students 
would spend a weekend at a lodge and 
had to make a pledge to communicate 
only in German. They loved this expe-
rience. Many students will remember 
Helmut gratefully because he offered free 
review sessions for everyone who asked 
for help. Many of our majors have also 
benefitted from Helmut’s generosity as 
a donor and scholarship sponsor. Every 
year, he offered a German folk dance 
workshop for high school students at the 
annual Foreign Language and Interna-
tional Studies Day. 

Above: Helmut Plant working at a steel mill; facing page, top right: a more recent photo of 

Helmut; bottom right: Helmut as a child actor.

Many thanks are due to Associate Pro-
fessor Martin Klebes for formulating and 
realizing these new programs.  

Within the institution as a whole, 
structurally speaking, in addition to 
the independent governing board, the 
biggest news is probably the newly 
created union, United Academics, which 
includes both tenure-track and non-ten-
ure-track faculty members. The creation 
of this union has meant the expansion of 
democracy within the university—more 
voices than were present before have 
now been included in the self-governance 
conversation. In practical terms, the new 
union has also meant a large amount of 
work for everyone in the creation and 
initial application of a number of new 
policies required by the first Collective 
Bargaining Agreement, which became a 
reality in fall 2013. Our own Professor 
Susan Anderson has played a major role 
in enabling these developments to come 
to pass, and we owe her a great debt of 
gratitude for her sustained effort on behalf 
of everyone in the University of Oregon 
community.  

As the 2014–15 academic year begins, 
we look forward to the revision of our 
general education courses, expansion of 
our summer offerings, and many other 
projects. In the fall, we will have the 
special pleasure of a Deutscher Aka-
demischer Austausch Dienst (DAAD) 
Visiting Professor Frauke Berndt, from the 
University of Tübingen, who will lecture 
on versions of Medea in German litera-
ture. Likewise in the fall, we will have 
our first annual Peter B. Gontrum Lecture, 
in honor of our dear, late colleague, and 
thanks to the generosity of his family. 
For this occasion (October 22, 2014, at 
3:30 p.m.), Leslie Morris, University of 
Minnesota, will be speaking to us about 
modern poetry. 

It promises to be another busy and 
productive year for work on literature, 
thought, history, and the arts in German 
and Scandinavian at the University of 
Oregon.   

Letter from the 
Department Head
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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German Language Retreat with Helmut Plant
The German Language Retreat, offered the past 32 years by Helmut Plant, was held for the last time 

on Saturday, April 12, 2014, in the Many Nations Longhouse on the UO campus. Helmut had gotten 

the idea for a language retreat after he returned from teaching during the summer of 1981 at the 

Deutsche Sommerschule am Pazifik held at Lewis and Clark College in Portland.

In previous years, the retreat had been held at Stafford House, an isolated building in the midst of 

180 acres of forest in the hills near Jasper, Oregon, a property of the Girl Scouts. All but the last one 

of these retreats were overnight, from late afternoon Friday until noon on Saturday. At Stafford House, 

Helmut had invited the Department of Romance Languages a couple of times to participate, with the 

folk dance instructions having to be translated from German to Spanish to Italian to French.

After the Girl Scouts sold the property, we were graciously invited by Gordon Bettles, the steward 

of the Many Nations Longhouse, to hold our retreat there. After one overnight retreat there in 2012, 

Helmut decided to make the last one a daytime retreat.

Our department and students will truly miss this one-of-a-kind opportunity to immerse in the 

language in such a fun way.
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Check out the weekly German Stammtisch, where 
local Germans and fans of the language meet to 
drink their favorite beverages, eat pizza, and speak 
German. Alumni, community members, students, 
faculty members—everyone is welcome! Why not 
join us this week?

EVERY TUESDAY, YEAR-ROUND, AT 7:00 P.M.
TRACK TOWN PIZZA (1809 FRANKLIN BLVD., EUGENE)

Join Us  
for German 
Stammtisch!

Join Us 
for German 

But his love for people is not limited 
to nurturing students. This is why he 
has remained our major local outreach 
representative. He still organizes the 
weekly Stammtisch and, until recently, 
invited his “German Gemeinde” to hiking 
tours and ski trips all around Oregon. 
Many people who do not know Helmut 
from things German know him as a lively 
dancer from various dance events in 
town. He is an active initiator and partic-
ipant in ballroom dance sessions for the 
larger community; especially noteworthy 
are the moonlight dances on one of our 
bridges across the Willamette River. His 
e-mail lists keep us all connected. 

The department is extremely grateful 
for your wonderful support and friend-
ship, Helmut.
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Professor Alexander Mathäs has begun a phased retirement 
after his strong presence and contribution at the 
University of Oregon over the past 17 years. Professor 

Mathäs arrived as an Assistant Professor of German in 1996, 
spending his time here devoted to teaching and writing on the 
literatures and cultures of Germany, Switzerland, and Austria. 

Alex Mathäs has been a devoted teacher and advisor, receiv-
ing two Rippey Innovative Teaching 
Awards, and has advised and guided 
our students as director of undergrad-
uate studies for many years, having a 
profound impact as a teacher on our 
undergraduate and graduate students 
alike. He has been a key force in our 
ongoing foreign study programs, 
the Baden-Württemberg program, 
and working on various University 
committees for foreign study and 
international programs. 

Some of his particular foci in 
teaching have been the age of Goethe, the history of German 
drama, the culture of the Weimar Republic, the figure of the 
Doppelgänger, and postwar and contemporary cultural-historical 
topics such as the ‘68 generation. We will have to work hard to 
compensate for the losses of significant expertise and subtlety of 
insight and reading in these areas.  

Professor Mathäs’ scholarly writing has constituted for 
many years a substantial and important part of the Germanistik 
scene. His first book concerned Martin Walser, a controversial 
novelist in postwar Germany. It dealt more broadly, however, 
with an analysis of the literary and ideological conventions that 
became visible in the reception of this novelist in the GDR and 
in the FRG. The work unveiled common presuppositions about 
literature that were often masked by different political value 
systems in East and West. 

Professor Mathäs went on to write a Habilitations-schrift 
type of second book, Narcissism and Paranoia in the Age of 
Goethe, which covers a wide range of major authors including 
Herder, Moritz, Schiller, Goethe, Lavater, Leisewitz, Fichte, 
Tieck, Kleist, Hoffmann, and Kafka. Not to worry, however: Pro-
fessor Mathäs is aware that Kafka is not in the age of Goethe—he 
was just making a little exception there.  

This book takes a giant step back from the contemporary 
scene to examine its origins in early modern discourse. It deals 
with the imaginary of bourgeois subjectivity in the German 
cultural context from the late 18th into the 19th centuries, i.e., 
with the rise of the modern human being in its psychological, 
institutional, and ideological aspects as reflected and con-
stituted in much of the great German literature of the period 
around 1800. In broader terms, the book examines the modern 
people that we ourselves are.  

As a follow-up to this study, Professor Mathäs edited a 
collection of essays, The Self as Muse: Narcissism and Creativ-
ity in the German Imagination, 1750–1850. This fascinating 
collection includes essays dealing with Kant, Schiller, Lessing, 
Hippel, Schubart, Goethe, Kleist, Hoffmann, and (another 
exception) Poe. 

What is particularly striking about these two projects is 
Professor Mathäs’ genuine modesty, his genuine perspective, 
his other-relatedness, and, in short, his lack of narcissism. 

In his current scholarship, Professor Mathäs is preparing a 
book on the question of humanism in literature, philosophy, 
and related discourses since the 18th century. 

In his fantastic 2013 conference “Defining the Human and 
the Animal,” Mathäs extends this project into the gathering 
and occasioning of further research by others on the same or 
related topics, and it will culminate in a special issue of our 
online journal Konturen very soon.  

In addition to these book-length projects, Professor Mathäs 
has written numerous articles on notions of identity, gender, 
and memory in works of literature by authors from the 18th 
century until today, i.e., Kant, Schiller, Goethe, and Tieck to 
Böll, Walser, and most recently Hesse.  

In conclusion, we look forward to, and are very grateful 
for, the coming five years of continuing teaching of Professor 
Mathäs, even if we will only have him for two courses per year. 
On behalf of our entire department and colleagues, I want to 
thank Professor Mathäs sincerely and warmly for his many 
years of full-time service to this institution, and above all to the 
students who are its raison d’être, or rather its Existenzgrund.  

Thank you, Alex Mathäs. 
Warmly,
Jeffrey S. Librett

Laudatio auf Alex—feierliche Rede…
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Before coming to 

Oregon, D. Gantt 

Gurley, PhD, lectured 

at the University of 

California at Berkeley’s 

Scandinavian department 

and was a Harry Starr 

Fellow in Judaica at 

the Center for Jewish 

Studies at Harvard 

University. 

His forthcoming book, Meiir Aaron 

Goldschmidt and the Poetics of Prose, examines 

one of Denmark’s greatest nationalistic writers as 

first and foremost a Jewish artist, exploring his rela-

tionship to the Hebrew Bible and later rabbinical 

traditions such as the Talmud and the Midrash as a 

form of poetics. In addition, Gurley coauthored an 

article for the Jewish Quarterly Review, “How the 

Golem Came to Prague.” 

Gurley was an Oregon Humanities Center 

fellow for his book project The Wandering Jew in 

Long Romanticism. He is also currently working on 

a project that is mapping the sudden appearance 

of rabbinical talks in 18th- and 19th-century 

vernaculars in Northern Europe. A central aim 

of the project is to illuminate the mechanisms 

whereby Hebraic thought is reawakened in the 

European consciousness. 

Gurley’s research and teaching interests 

include ancient and medieval song culture, 

codicology, the birth of the Jewish novel, folklore 

and fairy tales, Old Norse literature, the lyrical 

mode, Hans Christian Andersen, and notions of 

religiosity in the Danish golden age. 

In his free time, Gurley likes to garden and ride 

the hilly terrain of the Willamette Valley on his bike.

Matthias Vogel, 

together with Associate 

Professor Patricia Dewey 

(arts and administration) 

and Professor Craig 

Parsons (political 

science) submitted a 

proposal to the Office of 

International Affairs (OIA)

to develop a peripatetic 

seminar, “European Identities,” to take place in 

summer 2015. Vogel received an OIA Faculty-Led 

Study-Abroad Program Development Grant to 

visit seminar sites in Europe in summer 2014 to 

prepare for the seminar. 

Together with Susan Anderson, he also 

submitted a proposal to the German Embassy 

in Washington, D.C., to bring German Campus 

Weeks 2014 to the UO campus for the 25th 

anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall. Vogel 

and Anderson plan several events for German 

Campus Weeks—among them are a film series, a 

lecture series, and an undergraduate essay contest 

with several prizes (first prize is a new iPad). 

They have invited Professors Roger Cook (The 

Cinema of Wim Wenders: Image, Narrative, and 

the Postmodern Condition) and Cornelius Partsch 

(Schräge Töne: Jazz und Unterhaltungsmusik in 

der Kultur der Weimarer Republic) to speak in 

November. Vogel and Anderson received $6,000 

from the embassy for the events and, together with 

Associate Professor Ostmeier’s help, secured fur-

ther funds from the College of Arts and Sciences. 

Vogel also continues to lead the German 

global scholars community in the Global Scholars 

Hall, which hosted Associate Professor Michael 

Stern, and philosophy and food studies professor 

Lisa Heldke (Gustavus Adolphus College) in 

spring term, in partnership with the philosophy 

department and the food studies program, as 

part of the Global scholars course Food, Media, 

Culture. Heldke’s presentation was titled “What If 

We Make Hospitality the Central Ethical Virtue?” 

The global scholars community continues to thrive 

and frequently hosts cultural and culinary events in 

the hall. For updates and public events, see “UO 

Germanists and Friends” on Facebook. 

Vogel also still coordinates the German 

extracurricular programs, serves as the president 

of the Oregon Association of Teachers of German, 

and is a Goethe Institute trainer and mentor.

Professor Jeffrey 

Librett’s academic 

presentations this year 

included the following: 

“The Devil’s 

Prescription: the 

Unconscious in Action,” 

invited lecture in training 

sessions at Groupe 

interdisciplinaire freudien 

de recherche et d’intervention clinique et culturelle

(GIFRIC), Québec, Canada, June 4, 2014.

“Anxiety of the Clinic” at the Modern Language 

Association convention, January 2014, in Chicago, 

Illinois.

“Displacing Pauline Fulfillment: Martin Buber 

on The Teaching of the Tao,” at the German 

Studies Association annual convention, Denver, 

Colorado, October 5, 2013. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Amanda Doxtater

joined the Department 

of German and 

Scandinavian two years 

ago after completing her 

PhD in Scandinavian 

languages and litera-

tures at the University of 

California at Berkeley. 

At the UO, she teaches 

courses on Nordic cinema, literature, culture, and 

drama as well as teaching first- and second-year 

Swedish language courses. She currently serves 

as vice president of the Association of Swedish 

Teachers and Researchers in America (ASTRA). 

This year, ASTRA’s annual conference theme 

will be “Sweden Studies and the Contemporary 

Arctic: Environmental Policy, Heterogeneous 

Representations, and Indigenous Methodologies,” 

and will be held in Seattle in conjunction with 

Nortana, a nonprofit organization for researchers 

and teachers involved in Norwegian language, 

literature, and area studies.

Over the past few years, Amanda’s 

research has focused on how film melodrama in 

Scandinavia can incorporate elements of popular 

culture into its highly regarded art house cinema 

tradition. To this end she has worked extensively 

on the career of one of Denmark’s most famous 

film directors, Carl Theodor Dreyer (1889–1968). 

A newer branch of her research investigates rep-

resentations of children, childhood, and the family 

(very broadly conceived) in films from the silent film 

era to the present. Cinema affords a compelling 

medium for reflecting on and critiquing the welfare 

state as it was formed and as it continues to trans-

form. One course she taught recently, Swedish 

Film, Family, and the Welfare State, looked at how 

images of the individual, the family, and society 

interrelate in film. In relation to this, she is writing 

an article addressing changing notions of class, 

race, and ethnicity in contemporary Scandinavian 

cinema, which will be part of an edited volume on 

diversity and multiculturalism in the Nordic region. 

Last but certainly not least, Amanda is completing 

a translation of Swedish author Karin Boye’s 

experimental 1934 novel Crisis (Kris) into English 

for Norvik Press in the UK. 

Our Faculty 
and Instructors
Faculty research, grants, publications, 

and special courses
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as a fascination with the risks of crossing the 

borders between reality and fiction and as a desire 

for an ethics that evades the violence of author-

itative structures. She recently published “Rafik 

Schami’s Tales about Fairy Tales” in Zeitschrift 

für deutsche Sprache und Literatur (University 

of Istanbul, January 2014). The following essays 

are forthcoming: “Frogs and Salamanders as 

Agents of Romanticism” (MLN, 2014); “Politik 

des Wunderbaren: Nationale Identität und Utopie 

in ausgewählten Werken der Gebrüder Grimm,” 

Märchen, Mythen und Moderne: 200 Jahre 

Kinder- und Hausmärchen der Brüder Grimm

(forthcoming summer 2014); “The Feminine Beast: 

Exploitation vs. Liberation in Early 20th Century 

Literature,” Konturen (University of Oregon). She 

presented two lectures on the Grimms’ concept of 

nature, one as a provost’s senior humanist fellow 

at the Oregon Humanties Center and the other 

at the GSA, and she was thrilled to discuss the 

“Unwritten Texts in the Text” during the abso-

lutely beautiful celebration of her book that the 

department organized.

Our Faculty and Instructors CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

light of day before another century passes. Stern 

has also used some of his Williams Fellowship 

funds to help bring Bernard Reginster to campus. 

Reginster delivered a lecture on Nietzsche’s 

Genealogies in April.

Susan Anderson

coedited a set 

of essays, “The 

Monolingual 

International” (appearing 

in fall 2014 in the 

Modern Language 

Association’s ADFL 

Bulletin), about US 

universities’ contra-

dictory promotion of globalization and reduction 

of language programs. She coorganized an 

MLA conference panel, “The Costs of Program 

Mergers and Closings,” and is coediting a cluster 

of essays based on the panel for Profession. 

She spent a month in the summer conducting 

research on representations of the foreign in 

contemporary literature at the German Literature 

Archive in Marbach am Neckar. She was awarded 

a UO Equity and Inclusion Innovation Award 

for part of her work with a team negotiating the 

faculty’s first collective bargaining agreement. 

Together with her partner for a Rippey Innovative 

Teaching Award, Sara Hodges (psychology), she 

guided a group of first-year students in exploring 

the different perspectives that literature and 

psychology bring to the question of why people 

obey malevolent authority figures. She taught 

undergraduate courses on post-1945 German 

culture and on metaphors of disease, and a 

graduate seminar on narratives.

Dorothee Ostmeier 

recently published 

Gender, Sex, Liebe 

in Poetischen 

Dialogen des 

Frühen Zwanzigsten 

Jahrhunderts: Peter 

Hille and Else 

Lasker-Schüler, 

Gottfried Benn and 

Else Lasker-Schüler, Rainer Maria Rilke and Lou 

Andreas-Salomé, Margarete Steffin and Bertolt 

Brecht. Her essays on fantasy and the uncanny 

tackle the moves from utopian to dystopian tales 

In May 2013, Kenneth 

Calhoon published 

Affecting Grace: 

Theatre, Subject, and 

the Shakespearean 

Paradox in German 

Literature from Lessing 

to Kleist (Toronto) as 

well as “Sturmbild: 

Antinomies of Sound 

in Kleist’s Die heilige Cäcilie oder die Gewalt 

der Musik” (Deutsche Vierteljahrsschrift). He 

delivered a keynote address, “Mimesis and 

Milieu: Erich Auerbach and the Physiognomy 

of Character,” at a conference hosted this April 

by the Comparative Literature Program at Texas 

Tech. He is editor of Volume 5 of Konturen on 

“Abstraction and Materiality in the Arts, Literature, 

and Music” (forthcoming July 2014). He is 

currently developing a project on romanticism and 

the cinema.

A chapter by Martin 

Klebes on the function 

of active reading in 

Hannah Arendt’s 

reflections on modern 

literature, “Lectora 

activa oder Vom tätigen 

Lesen,” was recently 

published in the 

volume Hannah Arendt 

zwischen den Disziplinen, edited by Ulrich Baer 

and Amir Eshel for Wallstein Verlag.

This year, Michael 

Stern worked on his 

book, The Singing 

Socrates, edited a 

volume of Konturen, 

Kierkegaard, and 

German thought, 

and is about to write 

a review article on 

Leonardo Lisi’s 

Marginal Modernity. Stern’s book addresses 

the 19th-century philosophical reception of 

Socrates, how this helped to shape the western 

conception of the human being as a rational 

animal, and how this conception contributed to 

the justification of European colonial expansion 

after 1885. He hopes that this book will see the 
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On May 29, members of the 
department and the community 
gathered for the annual Spring 

Celebration in the Browsing Room at 
Knight Library. This event, which has 
become a unique and beloved tradition, 
marks the closing days of another 
amazingly busy and active year, and the 
beginning of, as Acting Chair Dorothee 
Ostmeier put it, “the wonderful season 
where we go from one party to the next 
to celebrate all the achievements of our 
students.” And there are indeed many 
reasons to celebrate. 

The department granted doctoral 
degrees to Josiah Simon and Nick Reyn-
olds, and master’s degrees to Katherine 

Adler and Lindsey Mitzen. Nine majors 
and fourteen minors will be graduating, 
four of whom have been inducted into 
the national German honor society 
Delta Phi Alpha. The department also 
awarded four graduate scholarships 
and eleven undergraduate scholarships, 
including two special Helmut Plant 
scholarships that were awarded for the 
academic year of 2014–15. 

Other highlights of the program 
included the presenting of the new 
Outstanding Teacher Award from 
the Oregon Association of Teachers 
of German to Kathleen Petty from 
Willamette High School. President of 
the OATG and the department’s senior 
instructor, Matthias Vogel, presented 
the award. Associate Professor Emeritus 
Helmut Plant’s immense contributions 
to the German-speaking community on 
and off campus throughout many years 
were honored by the department via 
Herbert Merker, alumni and friend of the 
department. 

Jessica Montgomery, Class of 2014, 
gave an insightful and humorous 
address in which she described her both 
awkward and exhilarating experiences 
as a German student at the UO. The 
program was also enhanced by a variety 
of musical performances, including 
three Schubert songs, beautifully sung 
by Rebecca Chen, Moriah Bishop, and 
Helen Rawlins. Department major Alex 
Mentzel competently performed Kurt 
Weill’s “Kanonen-Song” in Brechtian 
gestus, and Judith Lechner and Jacob 
Barto played and sang a hilarious Ger-
man-language version of Lee Hazelwood 
and Nancy Sinatra’s 1960s hit “These 
Boots Are Made for Walking.” 

The audience also enjoyed a comical 
contribution from students of GER 313, 
who presented a skit entitled “Zuhören 
mit Momo: Eine phantastische Ges-
chichte.” Finally, Alexis Smith mes-
merized the audience with a polished 
rendition of movements one and four of 
Robert Schumann’s Kreisleriana, Op. 16. 

Cupcakes were eaten and kudos 
exchanged. Thank you to everyone 
who helped make this celebration a big 
success!

Special thanks to Sonja Boos.

Annual Spring 
Celebration  
a Success

New Faculty

German and theater major Alex Mentzel 

kept the crowd laughing with his wonderful 

Brechtian gestus performance.

Sonja Boos, assistant 

professor of German, 

joined the faculty of the 

Department of German 

and Scandinavian in fall 

2013. Prior to that, she was 

visiting assistant professor 

of German at Oberlin 

College. Boos received 

her PhD in German from 

Princeton University in 2008; she also has an MA in 

German and Romance languages and literatures from 

the University of Düsseldorf. When not working, Sonja 

devotes all her efforts toward her six-year-old daughter, 

Dora, although of course there aren’t any degrees 

obtainable for motherhood or parenting. 

Sonja has loved her first year at the department. 

She has been impressed by both the level of academic 

interest and talent shown by her students and the 

collegiality of her colleagues. She especially enjoys the 

range of topics and the intellectual rigor of the con-

ferences, colloquia, and lectures organized within the 

department and beyond. After settling into her office in 

the attic of Friendly Hall, Sonja would be pleased if she 

received frequent visits from students and members of 

the UO community.

Sonja is in the process of putting some finishing 

touches on her first book, Speaking the Unspeakable 

in Postwar Germany: Toward a Public Discourse about 

the Holocaust (forthcoming in fall 2014 with Cornell 

University Press). The book investigates canonical 

public speeches by Theodor W. Adorno, Hannah 

Arendt, Ingeborg Bachmann, Martin Buber, Paul 

Celan, Uwe Johnson, Peter Szondi, and Peter Weiss. It 

demonstrates that these speeches both facilitated and 

subverted the construction of a public discourse about 

the Holocaust in postwar Germany. 

Currently, Sonja is working on a new book-length 

study, tentatively titled Agonistic Hemispheres: The 

Emergence of Neuroscience and the German Novel. 

It will be the first systematic and comprehensive 

study of the disciplinary cross-pollination between the 

emerging field of neuroscience and the German realist 

novel in the long 19th century. Agonistic Hemisphere

builds on Boos’ expertise in 19th- and 20th-century 

German literature and culture while combining her 

longstanding academic interest in psychoanalysis and 

psychopathology.

Boos’ teaching focuses on 19th-, 20th-, and 

21st-century German literature, culture, and film as 

well as critical thought. She has published articles on 

Peter Szondi, Hannah Arendt, Uwe Johnson, Johann 

W. von Goethe and Gottfried Keller.
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Clockwise from top left: PhD candidates Nick Reynolds and Judith Lechner organized the 

2014 "What Is a Thing?" Conference; conference organizer Nick Reynolds with Professor 

David Appelbaum from State University of New York, New Paltz; conference attendees.

The German and Scandinavian 
department hosted guests from all 
over the continent at the “What Is a 

Thing?” Conference, a two-day event that 
took place in February. Department Head 
Jeffrey Librett launched the proceedings 
by anticipating some of the ontological, 
ethical, epistemological, and aesthetic 
aspects of the question of the Thing, and 
gesturing especially toward a certain 
excess or absence inherent in the Thing 
and the anxiety with which it is paired, 
our “fretting about the too-muchness 
of Things” or alternatively about their 
inaccessibility.

He introduced the keynote speaker, 
Jonathan Monroe from Cornell Univer-
sity, who, acting as a curator, exhibited 
several pieces of poetry from the Age 
of the Image exhibition, in which the 
Thing is in question. We looked at “Der 
Panther” from Rilke, a Thing-poem, in 
which the poem itself is a Thing, and 
“An die Nachgeborene” from Bertolt 
Brecht, in which Things are haunted 
by the nightmarish scenario in which 
they are perceived. Monroe advocated 
an alternative logic, which does not 
speak as “opposed to,” but simply as 
Other, which were further themes of the 
conference’s lineage. We continued with 
Things in nature—“A wild situation,” to 
quote speaker Timothy Gilmore from the 
University of California at Santa Barbara, 
who gave a paper on romanticism and 
materialism. This was followed by a 
paper on Gadamer by Justin Pack from 
the UO Department of Philosophy. We 
continued with some of the pressing 
problems of realism, which were 
articulated by Erica Weitzman from the 
University of California at Berkeley and 
Tove Holmes from McGill, and ended 
with the innocence of Things, with 
papers from Eva Hoffmann from our 
very own department and Alex Sorenson 
from the University of Chicago.The 
second day began with an introduction 
from conference organizer Nicholas 
Reynolds, who provided some historical 

anecdotes about the first speaker, David 
Appelbaum, a professor from his alma 
mater. Proceeding from a fortuitous 
encounter on a New York City street in 
which a young women yelled “That’s the 
Thing!” into her cellphone, Appelbaum 
spoke of the virtuality and spectrality 
of the Thing, all the while bringing an 
uncanny stillness to the Things and 
people in the room. Two panels followed 
with wonderful presentations by gradu-
ate students, including Alex Brown from 
Cornell and several others from our own 
University of Oregon: Anna Baumeister, 
with a talk on Lenz, Matthew Hannah, 
speaking about imperial Things, and 
Julia Susana Gomez, explaining the 
poetics of Hejinian. We concluded with 

What Is a Thing?
By Nicholas Reynolds 

Rochelle Tobias, from Johns Hopkins 
University. Coming full circle, she spoke 
about Rilke and phenomenology, a phi-
losophy that turns back “to the Things 
themselves.” 

Particularly fruitful in the conference 
was the pairing of graduate students 
with faculty members, which created a 
warmly collegial and collaborative atmo-
sphere, as well as a potent and produc-
tive blend of thought. The conference 
was a great success, thanks to all who 
participated, especially our speakers, the 
organizers (thanks Judith!), those who 
gave introductions, the office personnel 
who managed magnificently the logistics 
of the event, and others (you know who 
you are). Congratulations to all! 
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Over the last year and a half, the Department of 
German and Scandinavian has been working to 
implement changes to the structure of the graduate 
program, and that process happily came to fruition 
last spring. The changes to both the MA and the 
PhD programs have been officially approved by the 
university. We are opening more pathways for people 
to come into the program, we are improving the 
mentoring and support structure for enrolled students, 
we are shortening the length of the PhD program 
without lessening its rigor, and additional program 
components will foster consistent engagement 
between graduate students and faculty members.

T o start, we now have a new mentoring structure in place 
that will help guide students through the entire program. 
Incoming students will be meeting with the director of 

graduate studies in their first term to clear up any questions 
concerning curriculum and program requirements. During 
second term, students are meeting periodically with an advisor 
assigned to them based on their research interests. Over the 
second and third terms, these discussions will help in making 
ideas for research topics more concrete, and in compiling items 
for the students’ personal reading lists. Both MA students and 
new PhD students with an MA will begin thinking actively 
about possible thesis and dissertation topics, and receive advice 
about which other faculty members might be well-suited to 
offer further help regarding a given topic. In spring term, all 
continuing students are now composing a “spring conversation-
starter,” a short piece that affords them the opportunity to 
reflect on their intellectual development during the academic 
year up to this point, and to sketch out plans for the summer 
and beyond. Students then meet with their advisors or full 
committees to discuss this self-reflective statement. The initial 
round of spring conversations this spring was consensually 
deemed a great success, and we will take the positive energy 
from these exchanges into the summer months.

Drawing in part on ideas voiced during the external review 
of the department in 2012, we have introduced an innovative 
five-year BA-MA in German, the first such degree program at 
the University of Oregon. This program will allow German 
majors who arrive as freshmen with significant prior exposure 

to German, and who are therefore poised to complete the 
requirements for the undergraduate major ahead of schedule, to 
begin working toward the MA in their final undergraduate year. 
These students will complete the first year of MA course work 
during that year, then enroll in advising credits the summer 
after receiving their BA to develop a thesis topic, and complete 
the second year of MA requirements only twelve months after 
graduating with a BA. We are excited to be offering this unique 
opportunity to our very best undergraduate students, and 
are looking forward to welcoming students into this program 
starting next year.

The first significant change in the PhD program also con-
cerns its accessibility: we will now be accepting applicants for 
the PhD track who have a BA in hand, or will be completing it 
prior to arrival on campus. These students will not be required 
to write an MA thesis on the way to the PhD degree, although 
they may do so if they choose. A number of elite universities 
offer PhD programs in German that do not require an MA, and 
we are looking to be competitive in attracting the very best 
applicants into our growing PhD program.

The second major change is the reduction of graded course 
work past the MA level (or equivalent) by one whole year. 
Incoming PhD students with a BA will thus have three years 
of graduate course work, while students with an MA will be 
enrolling in one year of graded courses. After taking compre-
hensive exams, PhD students will continue to enroll in a limited 
number of courses on a pass/no pass basis to remain involved in 
intellectual exchange on campus, and to further broaden their 
perspectives in areas beyond their dissertation topic.

Finally, the past year has seen us establish an ongoing dis-
sertation writing colloquium in which all ABD (all but disserta-
tion) students presently on campus meet monthly to present a 
piece of their ongoing work, with committee members and other 
faculty members and students also attending. Coffee and snacks 
help make these colloquia enjoyable, and offer the chance to 
find out what others are thinking about when perched over their 
desks and to share in the collective enterprise in which all of us 
are involved. A particular joy this year has been to have two of 
our students, Nick Reynolds and Josiah Simon, present on the 
final pieces of their dissertation before going on to their official 
dissertation defenses.

I am truly heartened by the considerable momentum in our 
graduate program, and take great joy in seeing our students 
achieve their goals. With the redesigned programs now in place, 
we hope to facilitate those achievements to an even greater 
degree.

Martin Klebes
Director of Graduate Studies
Associate Professor of German

Innovations in  
Graduate Programs
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raphy on Grossman. He plans to write an article 

using the letters and the biography, as well as the 

exchanges with others in the Frankfurt School, like 

Adorno, Pollock, and Benjamin. He also wants to 

turn the dissertation on Rilke into a book and write 

a second article for Studia Austriaca on Rilke’s 

Buch der Bilder (Book of Images). He is currently 

applying for professorships all over the country 

and abroad.

Eva Hoffmann finished comprehensive exams 

in January 2014 and received the Philip H. 

Hansen Award from the University of Oregon 

Department of German and Scandinavian. Since 

she had finished her required course work for the 

program, she was able to start taking courses 

in the women's and gender studies department 

to pursue a graduate certificate during winter 

term 2014. In April 2014, she defended the 

prospectus for her dissertation on language, 

language skepticism, and animality in Hugo 

von Hofmannsthal and other writers of Vienna 

modernism. In May, she received the Astrid 

Williams Award from the department, which will 

help her focus on her dissertation, as well as 

the Miller Family Scholarship from the women's 

and gender studies department. She is looking 

forward to continuing work on the dissertation 

and the certificate in the next year.

In addition to continuing his dissertation research 

over this last year, Jacob Barto published a 

translation of Megan Burke’s review of Sonia 

Kruks’s Simone de Beauvoir and the Politics of 

Ambiguity in the journal Phänomenologie (Vol. 

39, 2013). In January, he gave a work-in-progress 

talk on “The Role of Music in Hermann Hesse’s 

Glasperlenspiel,” and this July he will spend 

three weeks at the German Literature Archive in 

Marbach, continuing his work on Hesse’s novels 

and correspondence. He hopes to follow up 

this research with an unhealthy amount of time 

spent in museums and a few harrowing visits to 

countries whose languages he does not know at 

all.

Judith Lechner is currently working on 

finalizing her dissertation project with the working 

title “Matters of Recognition in Intercultural 

Encounters.” Lechner just recently presented her 

work on Maxim Biller and Thomas Mann. 

As part of her work assignment, Lechner also 

coorganized the department’s conference “What 

Is a Thing?” supporting Nicholas Reynolds with 

logistical help. 

Since successfully defending his dissertation 

in spring 2014, Josiah Simon has accepted 

a position as instructor of German at Schreiner 

University in Kerrville, Texas. Returning to the 

Texas Hill Country with his wife, Kirstin, and 

daughter, Iris, Josiah is excited to take on the 

challenges of working at a smaller institution and 

helping to build a strong German program in an 

area rich in German history. Schreiner University 

is currently experimenting with a project called 

the Texas Language Consortium, which pools 

together the language programs of five regional 

private schools using innovative video technology 

in a "blended classroom" setting. Not only will 

Josiah look to help with the success of this pro-

gram, but he also hopes to increase the number of 

German students in the area in order to eventually 

add a minor in German at Schreiner. In addition 

to his new tasks as a language instructor, Josiah 

will continue his research into the life and works of 

early 20th century thinkers, especially with regard 

to questions of history, religion and biography. 

In June 2014, Lindsey Mitzen compled her 

MA in German. The title of her master’s thesis 

is “Michael Kohlhaas and the Limits of Kantian 

Reason, Morality, and Law.” Lindsey graduated 

in June.

Robert Mottram continues to compose his 

dissertation on the critical reassessment of 

romanticism, especially Novalis, via Nietzsche. He 

has submitted three chapters this year ranging 

from an analysis of aesthetic justification in 

historical narrative to a chapter on painting and the 

Romantic seascape, as well as a reinterpretation 

of Novalis’s concept of romanticization as distinct 

from mythification. In addition, Robert presented a 

paper at Vanderbilt University called “The Music of 

Forgetting: The Witness in Nietzsche and Mahler.” 

He plans to defend his dissertation and complete 

his degree next year.

Stephanie F. Chapman presented a paper 

at the 16th Annual Modern Languages and 

Literatures Graduate Student Conference at the 

University of Western Ontario this past March. 

She is currently preparing papers for the 2014 

DAAD Summer School in Manchester, UK (in 

absentia), the 2014 International Herder Society 

Conference in West Lafayette, Indiana, and the 

2015 Modern Language Association Convention 

in Vancouver, British Columbia. Stephanie 

continues her research on the prominent thinkers 

and ideologies of the German enlightenment and 

avant-garde, and has embarked on dissertation 

research pertaining to German airports as hetero-

topic spaces. She is a recipient of the 2014–15 

Robert Nicholls Emeritus Professor Award. 

Stephanie passed her PhD exams in September.

In February of this year, Katie Adler presented 

her work on representations of nature in Grimm 

fairy tales at the Oceans and Deserts Conference 

at the University of Arizona in Tucson. This work 

eventually evolved to become her thesis, “Once 

Upon an Ecocritical Analysis: The Nature-Culture 

of German Fairy Tales and Its Implications,” 

which she worked on under the supervision and 

guidance of Dorothee Ostmeier. Katie graduated 

in June. Katie will be going to Austria with the sup-

port of the US-Austrian Education Commission 

and the Fulbright Association to teach English 

in high schools there. As for any long-term plans 

involving her German studies, she’s considering 

applying to PhD programs after her year teaching 

in Austria.

Nicholas Reynolds successfully defended 

his dissertation for the University of Oregon 

Department of German and Scandinavian on May 

19, 2014. The dissertation was entitled “Sense 

and Creative Labor in Rainer Maria Rilke’s Prose 

Works.” In February, he organized the “What Is 

a Thing?” Conference, at which professors and 

graduate students from all over the continent 

presented papers on the relationship of the human 

to the surrounding world as it is understood in 

German thought. He will coedit a special edition 

of Konturen with Jeffrey Librett, which will feature 

expanded versions of these papers, as well as 

other papers from leading thinkers on this subject. 

He recently published an article in Studia 

Austriaca on Rilke’s Stunden-Buch (Book of 

Hours), which analyzes the relationship between 

prayer and poetry in the first part of the cycle, 

“Das Buch vom Mönchischen Leben” (“The 

Book of Monastic Life”). He also just completed 

translating all of Henryk Grossman’s letters to Max 

Horkheimer, which will be printed as part of The 

Selected Works of Henryk Grossman, Volume 

1: Economic Writings by Brill Publishers. He 

has worked on this project for several years with 

Professor Rick Kuhn from the Australian National 

University, who published an award-winning biog-

Our Graduate 
Students
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Graduating 
Students
This year, our department graduated two master's 

and two doctoral students. Congratulations to the 

following graduates on their theses and disserta-

tions, and to their faculty directors:

Katherine A. Adler, MA

"Once Upon an Ecocritical Analysis: The Nature-

Culture of German Fairy Tales and Its Implications"

Dorothee Ostmeier

Lindsey M. Mitzen, MA

"'Michael Kohlhass" and the Limits of Kantian 

Reason, Morality, and Law"

Martin Klebes

Nicholas C. Reynolds, PhD

"Sense and Creative Labor in Rilke’s Prose Works"

Jeffrey Librett

Josiah B. Simon, PhD

"Franz Rosenzweig’s Hegel and the State: 

Biography, History, and Tragedy"

Jeffrey Librett

Congratulations to our students graduating in 2014  

with a bachelor of arts in German!

Peter Gustafson 

Cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa, Delta Phi Alpha

Amanda Hammons 

Delta Phi Alpha

Curt Hiestand

Delta Phi Alpha

William Moglia

Jessica Montgomery

Magna Cum Laude, Departmental Honors,  

Phi Beta Kappa, Delta Phi Alpha

Kiley Plass

Delta Phi Alpha

Karen Reyes-Ramirez

Delta Phil Alpha

Alexander Ross

Shelby Torgeson

Brian Tremaine

Scholarship Benefactors 
and Recipients
The Department of German and Scandinavian wishes to 
thank all of our generous donors for their commitment to 
continuing excellence in education. 

The scholarship recipients for the 2014–15 year are as follows:

Roger Nicholls Emeritus Professor Research Award . . Stephanie Chapman

Hansen Graduate Fellowship Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anika Kilian, Alexis Smith

Astrid M. Williams Fellowship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eva Hoffmann

Friends of Scandinavian Studies Scholarship . . . . . . . . . Rebecca Hughes

Leona M. Kail Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nathan Jordan, Maxwell Sivertsen

Philip and Teresa Hansen Germanic Languages  

and Literatures Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sarah Martin, Trent Ukasick

Herbert Merker Scholarship in  

German and Scandinavian. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kaylee Wood, Natalie Richards,  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mitch Marinello

Beth Maveety Study Abroad Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . . Victoria Knudsen

Plant German Undergraduate Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . Blythe Kalson, Alana McKenzie
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Joanna King
As a 2013 graduate of German and 
international studies at the UO, I applied 
to the European airline, Lufthansa. I 
had never applied to a German company 
before and had never been interviewed in 
German. By practicing with my professor, 
Dorothee Ostmeier, I successfully passed 
the first round of telephone interviews 
while still living in the States. After 
arriving in Munich at the end of the 
summer 2013, I was invited to a face-
to-face interview and a series of tests. I 
was extremely nervous and excited as 
to how I would be able to hold myself in 
a professional setting using the German 
language. I studied everything I could 
about European geography, history, and 
politics, and after taking the test for a 
second time, Lufthansa hired me. The 
training was strenuous, time-consuming, 
and stressful, but it helped improve my 
German immensely. 

 Now I am flying to a new country 
nearly every day. The majority of my 
coworkers are German. This is a fun way 
to get to know German people better and 
it also always provides an opportunity 
for them to learn more about my home 
country. I get to serve people from all 
over the world and get the chance to 
observe people of different cultures. The 
experience is exciting and life-changing. 
I get to stay the night in new, beautiful 
cities every week and experience the 
culture of not only western European 
countries, but also of eastern ones. 

This job is broadening my perspec-
tive of the world and whether or not 
I will do this for the rest of my life, I 
am grateful for the experiences it is 
providing me now. I am not afraid to 
apply myself in the future for something 
that may seem unrealistic, because I 
know now that I am capable of more 
than what my fears may tell me. I realize 
now that when one wants to learn a 
foreign language bad enough and be able 
to live and work in the country of that 
language, it is possible! 

Now I am living in Munich, Ger-

Grant Barba
Grant Barba, a 2011 graduate from 
the Department of German and 
Scandinavian, recently received a 
scholarship from the German Academic 
Exchange Service (DAAD, auf Deutsch) 
to attend graduate school at the 
University of Hamburg this fall.

Having studied abroad at the 
University of Tübingen his freshman 
and junior years, Barba said, “I just got 
opened up to another culture in a way I 
never had before. It was a real eye-open-
ing experience.” After college, he taught 
English in a small village in Spain, did 
a bit of traveling, then returned to his 
native Portland, where he works at the 
Portland Montessori School.

Barba’s second major, political 
science, coupled with German will 
be useful in his studies in economics, 
political science, and philosophy this 
fall. Eventually he would like to have 
a career in public service, business, or 
education.

“It combines most of my academic 
interests and just seemed like a good fit 
for me,” Barba said. “I’d like to feel good 
about the work that I’m doing. I’d like to 
feel that I’m contributing to the world in 
some positive way.”

Barba doesn’t take lightly his posi-
tion as one of the 11 UO students since 
2008 to receive this award.

“I feel very fortunate. It’s a great 
honor for the German government to 
entrust me with this scholarship.”

Our Alumni

many, in part called Schwabing, a place 
near the university and full of cool 
cafés, bars, beer gardens, and art muse-
ums. The people in this part are mostly 
young and wealthy. This is certainly 
no Eugene, Oregon. It has taken some 
adjusting to the differences. I miss the 
open, free-spiritedness of Eugene, where 
it doesn’t matter what you wear or what 
you believe in, and where you could 
easily find delicious, local, and organic 
coffee and vegetarian food around every 
corner. It is, however, extremely beauti-
ful here. I love the architecture and the 
English Garden. I have found some great 
friends and I play my music at open 
mics in different bars here in the city. 
I am enjoying this new stage of my life 
here in Munich and am looking forward 
to what international experiences lay 
ahead in my future, both academically 
and career-wise.

Thank you to the German depart-
ment at the University of Oregon for 
preparing me for this experience! Life is 
good and I am happy here.

Liebe Grüße und auf Wiedersehen!
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This summer, our department 
embarked on an exciting new 
adventure, hosting our very first 

SAIL camp the week of July 28–August 
1. Thirteen local high school students 
descended on our department and got 
their feet wet in some great German and 
Scandinavian curriculum and activities. 
We learned, we laughed, we spoke 
rudimentary German and Swedish! 

SAIL, now in its 10th year, stands for 
Summer Academy to Inspire Learning, 
and is a free day camp for high school 
students who show academic promise, 
but may encounter hurdles to attending 
college. Each summer, thanks to a 
generous endowment from UO alums 
Jim and Shirley Rippey, SAIL brings 
these students in, familiarizes them with 
campus, teaches them the ins and outs 
of financial aid and college applications, 
and immerses them in incredible lessons 
that leave these kids with life-changing 
experiences. Students are also provided 
with one-on-one mentoring and tutoring 
at their high schools throughout the 
school year. 

Students choose which summer SAIL 
camp they will attend from departments 
and schools such as psychology, econom-
ics, chemistry, journalism, and, of course, 
German and Scandinavian. They spend 
the week with volunteer faculty members, 
taking sample courses, running the Chal-
lenge Course, listening to guest speakers, 
and learning how their chosen field 
translates into careers in the real world.

In addition to Swedish and German 
language lessons, some of the sessions 
taught by our faculty were German Pop 
Music, WWII and the Holocaust, Ger-
man Cooking (mmm . . . bratwurst and 
spätzle!), German Science and Electron 
Microscopy, and Norse Dragons.

We received excellent feedback from 
the students at the end of the week, with 
most of them saying, “I wish this camp 
was longer,” ”I wish we had more time 
to learn about ______,” or “I can’t wait to 
come back next year!”

Sailing through the Summer
By Beckie Jones

We will be inviting our SAIL alumni 
back periodically throughout the year for 
various department functions, and for 
visits over coffee and hot chocolate.

The department wishes to thank the 
faculty members who saw the vision 

and potential, and gave of their valuable 
time to make this happen: Sonja Boos, 
Amanda Doxtater, Steve Golledge, Gantt 
Gurley, Martin Klebes, Jeffrey Librett, 
Katharina Loew, Dorothee Ostmeier, 
Michael Stern, and Matthias Vogel.
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Ein Amerikaner in Deutschland 
By Mitch Marinello

T his year I am abroad in Germany, 
and I am having an amazing time. 
Being allowed to legally drink 

alcohol may or may not be a factor 
here, but I can say with certainty that 
the friendships and connections, as 
well as the conversations arising from 
these invaluable assets to my growth 
as a human being, are determining 
roles in what makes being abroad 
such a fantastic, worthy experience. 
There are diverse people from all 
over the world where I am studying, 
and we communicate with each other 
in a language that is foreign to us 
all, but provides us with a common 
understanding. My friends and I have 
been traveling as much as possible. 
I’ve been to Berlin twice, which is an 
eight-hour journey from where I am 
studying in Heidelberg. The second time 
was New Year’s Eve (or Silvester, as the 
Germans call it), and I walked into what 
was essentially a war zone. There was 
a giant cloud of smoke driving people 
away from the Brandenburger Tor, as 
well as broken glass and an insane 
amount of waste and wreckage covering 
the streets of Berlin after midnight. My 
friend David and I escaped this theater 
of war within Berlin, and unfortunately 
made our way to yet another. The 
buildings in Berlin are rather tall, and 
as we walked along the streets, enclosed 
by these buildings, the streetlights 
were not alone in illuminating their 
windows. Mortars and explosions 
were being set off in what can only be 
considered a dangerous manner—and 
it was awesome. We saw explosive 
devices being thrown and exploding 
under moving vehicles, ambulances 
flying across the streets, and an actual 
firework fight between two groups of 
people. They were literally trying to 
shoot fireworks at each other and we had 
a front row seat to the insanity of it all. 
It was fun. Random fireworks exploded 
six feet directly over our heads several 
times. I never got injured, and I found it 
to be amazing. There is definitely a big 

party aspect to the student culture here, 
but it is not the only aspect. The people 
I know here are serious and dedicated 
to whatever it is that they are studying, 
but do not allow that to get in the way of 
forming real friendships.

Being abroad is a wonderful 
experience that I can’t really 
encapsulate in a short amount of 
time, but it is easy to imagine how 
being in a position where you get 
to meet people from all over the 
world and have fun and learn 
with them can be liberating and 
informative. It’s a fantastic way 
to grow as an individual. I was 
scared to come here, and now I 
see that I had no reason to be. 

I infrequently write a comedic blog 
about studying abroad in Germany 
(with pictures, videos, and swearing) on 
blogger.com.
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It is hard to believe 
that I’ve almost 
completed my 
sixth academic 
year working 
for the greatest 
department at 
the University of 
Oregon, German 
and Scandinavian. 
I love working 

for this energetic department that hosts 
yearly international conferences, and the 
faculty members and students are always 
engaged in lively conversations about 
German and Scandinavian philosophies, 
folklore, history, culture, cinema, and the 
many other disciplines that work with 
and around German and Scandinavian.

Two German PhDs and two German 
MA degrees were confirmed in spring 
2014. Ten German BAs were confirmed 
over the 2013–14 academic year, also. 
Kudos to all!

We had the pleasure in hosting two 

The department is 
excited to introduce 
our new part-time 
undergraduate 
coordinator and 
scheduling officer, 
Beckie Jones, who 
joined German 
and Scandinavian 
in May 2013 
and has been 

a wonderful addition to our staff. She 
previously worked in the UO economics 
department. Beckie earned her BA at the 
UO in 2012 in journalism with a minor 
in communication studies. Beckie is 
married and has three children; the oldest 

A Note from the Office Manager
Barbara Ver West

fabulous events spring term. In early 
May, the department had a gathering 
of students, faculty members, and 
community supporters at the UO 
Graduate School for Associate Professor 
Dorothee Ostmeier to celebrate the 
publication of her new book, Gender, 
Sex, Liebe in poetischen Dialogen des 
frühen zwanzigsten Jahrhunderts. At the 
end of May, we held our annual Spring 
Celebration, which honors student, 
faculty, and staff achievements for the 
year and also honors our generous donors 
who make our scholarships and special 
events possible. Assistant Professor 
Sonja Boos organized the celebration 
and it was a grand success with musical, 
theatrical, and other offerings presented 
by faculty members and graduate and 
undergraduate students. 

In closing, I’d like to remind you that 
our department is also your department; 
please come and visit us any time you 
find yourself on campus. We’d love to say 
hello to you.

daughter is currently attending UO. 
Beckie has been instrumental in 

our department’s participation in the 
SAIL (Summer Academy to Inspire 
Learning) program this summer. SAIL 
brings freshmen and sophomore high 
school students to campus while our 
faculty members volunteer their time 
to acquaint the students with German 
and Swedish language and culture, and 
familiarize the students with campus. 
SAIL was an overwhelming success this 
year with 16 students and nine of our 
faculty members participating in the 
weeklong day camp.

Please help me welcome Beckie to 
our department!

Introducing Beckie Jones
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Each spring, our faculty scholarship committee carefully examines student applicants’ 
merit and need before awarding scholarship funds. Monies delegated for supplies 
and research must pass through a series of department approvals and signatures 
before being distributed. 

You can also give online at supportuo.uofoundation.org

Please be sure to designate your gift to either the German Department Fund, 
Scandinavian Studies Scholarship Fund, the Emeritus Professor Fund, or the 
German Studies Committee Fund. Appeal Code: 10572

If you have any questions related to how to make your gift, please contact the 
College of Arts and Sciences Development Office at 541-346-3950.

Enclosed is my contribution of $ _____________________ for the

  German Department Fund (201116): Support for Department Lectures 
for the Community and UO

  German Under Graduate Scholarship Fund (265991): Support for German 
majors’ and minors’ scholarships

  Scandinavian Studies Program (201202): To support the Scandinavian 
Studies Program

  German Graduate Scholarship Fund (265990): Support for German graduate 
students’ scholarships

  German Studies Committee Fund (206836): Support for German studies 
conferences, research, publications, and publicity

  Emeritus Professor Memorial Fund (266732): Support for German graduate 

students and graduate scholarships

  I have made my enclosed check payable to the UO Foundation.

  Please charge my credit card  __________________________________exp. date  ______________

Please Consider Making a Gift
Contributions of any size make a real difference. 

Here are four ways to give support.

Help buy school materials and books Help fund a visiting lecture
Contribute to a study-abroad experience Help fund a stipend scholarship

Each year, our department is fortunate to receive donations from alumni, friends, and 
emeritus faculty members. These monies are used for scholarships, special supplies, 
and research, and are vital to the continuation of our standard of excellence in being one 
of the top departments of our kind in the nation. 

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP 

PHONE 

APPEAL CODE: 10572

MAIL DONATIONS TO

University of Oregon Foundation
German-Scandinavian Foundation
1720 East 13th Ave., Ste. 410
Eugene OR 97401-2253


