
                  HUM 103 

HUMANITIES III 

HUM 103 provides an introductory overview of the humanities (literature, philosophy, art, and music) in Western
modernity. We will read important texts–and listen to some key music, while examining also some major works of 
visual art–from the 16th to the 20th centuries, within the German, French, English, and American traditions.
 « Modernity » as understood here extends from the Reformation and later Renaissance to the post- « Modernity » as understood here extends from the Reformation and later Renaissance to the post-World War II 
period. This modernity is a time when human beings become anew increasingly aware of and knowledgeable about 
the ways in which their own subjective points of view affect the world’s appearance (secularization, relativism, etc.). 
We will focus our attention therefore on the ways in which this question of a subjective « perspective » on things 
unfolds, and is given a range of different responses, in the cultural history of this period. We will explore the 
emeemergence of these answers in extraordinary innovations within the fields of literature (e.g. as the explosion of the 
classical dramatic unities, or as changing point of view in fiction), philosophy (e.g. as the debates between 
rationalism or irrationalism), art (e.g. as the development of « perspective » in painting), and music (e.g. in terms
of changing notions about tonality or the use of fixed « keys » in composition). Our main energies, however, will be 
directed at the study and analysis of written works (and brief excerpts from works) by such authors as: Luther, 
Descartes, Shakespeare, Locke, Rousseau, Mary ShelleDescartes, Shakespeare, Locke, Rousseau, Mary Shelley, Nietzsche, Oscar Wilde, Sigmund Freud and Virginia 
Woolf. Two short papers, a midterm, and a final exam will constitute the written requirements for the course, 
providing the students with the opportunity to practice and develop their skills in writing and analytic thinking.
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