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HIST 301: MODERN EUROPE I (The Eighteenth Century) 

University of Oregon – Spring 2021 – CRN 36666 

 

Instructor: Prof. Ian F. McNeely (imcneely@uoregon.edu) 

Meeting times: MWF 9:30-10:30 (REMOTE) in our Zoom classroom 

Canvas site: https://canvas.uoregon.edu/courses/180719 

Office hours: Use this signup sheet, then meet me in my Zoom office 

Grader: Tobias Lehmann (tlehmann@uoregon.edu)  

 

Course description  

 

Enlightenment values of reason, tolerance, and civil debate are foundational for modern 

society and politics, and we should never take them for granted, least of all today. This 

course introduces students to the Age of Enlightenment in eighteenth-century Europe. It 

then turns to the tumult of the French Revolution and the authoritarian regime of 

Napoleon Bonaparte. Assessing the profound impact of these events across the continent, 

it culminates in an assessment of the left/right divide that structures our understanding of 

politics to this day. Besides politics, culture, and thought, we will also highlight changes 

in social and economic life and Europe’s relation to the world. Our focus will be on 

France, Great Britain, and the German-speaking lands. Readings include both men’s and 

women’s voices, drawn mostly but not exclusively from highly literate social strata. 

Throughout the course, I will feature music, art, and architecture—and suggest films—to 

help the period come alive. You will also have the chance to do your own research on an 

theme of your choosing, pertinent to the eighteenth century. 

 

Expected learning outcomes 

 

1. Recount the basic chronology and geography of Europe from the Glorious 

Revolution to the fall of Napoleon. 

2. Explain the cardinal values, ideas, and debates of the Enlightenment, as well as 

the media and institutions of their propagation. 

3. Describe the evolution of Old Regime social, economic, religious, gender, and 

political identities and practices, particularly under the Enlightenment’s influence. 

4. Explain the causes and course of the French Revolution—and the range of 

ideological reactions it provoked—through the collapse of Napoleon’s Empire. 

5. Explicate, interpret, and contextualize complex, nuanced primary sources. 

6. Locate and analyze secondary sources as part of an independent research project. 

. 

Assignments 

 

Fridays 8 quizzes due 9:00am each Friday except 4/30 and 6/4  50% 

Mon. 5/3 Independent research project: topic and bibliography  5% 

Mon. 5/24 Independent research project: final 6-7 page submission  20% 

Wed. 6/9 5-6 page at-home final exam      25% 

 

Quizzes go live on Wednesdays at 9:00am on Canvas and are due 48 hours later. They 

are open-book, mainly multiple choice, focus on the readings, and have no time limit. 

Other assignments should be posted on Canvas in Word or PDF format by 9:00am. 

https://classes.uoregon.edu/duckweb/hwskdhnt.p_viewdetl?term=202003&crn=36666
http://pages.uoregon.edu/imcneely
mailto:imcneely@uoregon.edu
https://canvas.uoregon.edu/courses/180719/external_tools/1449
https://canvas.uoregon.edu/courses/180719
https://bit.ly/2Uyi8Em
https://uoregon.zoom.us/my/imcneely
mailto:tlehmann@uoregon.edu


 

 2 

Lectures 

 

Since there is no textbook for the class, you will be lost if you do not keep up with the 

lectures. I will deliver them live on Zoom, pausing for questions and feedback, recording 

each one to Canvas at Zoom Meetings > Cloud Recordings. Attendance is encouraged but 

not required; watch the recording as soon as you can if you miss the Zoom. On Fridays, I 

will keep recording the Zoom to go over the quiz answers after class ends. 

 

Readings 

 

To pass the quizzes, you must do the readings beforehand. The Gaines book can be 

bought at the UO Duckstore or on Amazon. Other readings are posted on Canvas at Files 

> READINGS as individual PDFs, and also as one expandable ZIP file for your 

convenience. I also recommend “How to Mark a Book,” posted on my website. 

 
1. James R. Gaines, Evening in the Palace of Reason: Bach Meets Frederick the Great in the Age of 

Enlightenment (New York, 2006). 

2. The New Bach Reader, ed. by Hans T. David and Arthur Mendel, and revised by Christoph Wolff 

(New York, 1999), 248-56. 

3. Louis-Sebastien Mercier, Panorama of Paris, ed. by Jeremy Popkin (University Park, PA, 1999), 

23-32, 92-99, 156-8, 202-9. 

4. Mary Wortley Montagu, Letters, ed. Clare Brant (New York, 1992), 18-21, 26-31, 104-10, 175 

(sic)-79. 

5. François-Marie Arouet de Voltaire, Philosophical Dictionary, trans. Theodore Besterman 

(London, 2004), 21-29, 212-15, 272-73, 334-38, 349-60, 386. 

6. Adam Smith, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations (Indianapolis, IN, 

1993), 3-5, 10-12, 129-30. 

7. John Hall Stewart,  A Documentary Survey of the French Revolution (New York, 1951), 56-59, 

64-67, 76-79, 106-10, 113-15. 

8. Olympe de Gouges, “Declaration of the Rights of Woman,” in The French Revolution and Human 

Rights: A Brief Documentary History, trans. and ed. by Lynn Hunt (Boston, 2016), 124–129. 

9. Edmund Burke, The Portable Edmund Burke, ed. Isaac Kramnick (New York, 1999), 428-29, 

441-443, 445-49, 450-52 (I), 356-59, 391-97 (II). 

10. Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Women (Dublin, 1793), vi-xi, 59-64. 

11. Michael Walzer (ed.), Regicide and Revolution: Speeches at the Trial of Louis XVI, trans. Marian 

Rothstein (New York, 1992), 93-139, 194-208. 

12. Joseph de Maistre, Considerations on France, ed. Richard A. Lebrun (Cambridge, Eng., 1994), 

16-21, 28-31.  

13. Madame de Staël (I), Germany (London, 1813), vol. 1, 1-42, 171-201. 

14. Johann Gottlieb Fichte, Addresses to the German Nation (New York, 1968), 45-61, 111-43. 

15. Madame de Staël (II), Ten Years of Exile, tr.. Avriel Goldberger (DeKalb, IL, 2000), 4-7, 18-28. 

 

Grading 

 

Quizzes are graded on this scale: 100% (A), 90% (A-/B+), 80% (B), 70% (B-/C+), 60% 

(C), 50% (D), 0-50% (F). Rubrics for the other assignments will be given out in class. 

 

Course policies 

 

You are responsible for reviewing the Course policies on my homepage for policies on 

making up late or missed work, accessibility accommodations, paper formatting and 

source citation, academic integrity and plagiarism, and other topics. 

https://canvas.uoregon.edu/courses/180719/external_tools/1449
https://www.uoduckstore.com/book-search-results?crn=36666
https://www.amazon.com/Evening-Palace-Reason-Frederick-Enlightenment/dp/0007156618/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=978-0007156610&qid=1612746176&s=books&sr=1-1
https://canvas.uoregon.edu/courses/180719/files/folder/READINGS
https://canvas.uoregon.edu/courses/180719/files/folder/READINGS
https://canvas.uoregon.edu/files/10902741/download?download_frd=1
http://pages.uoregon.edu/imcneely/Ians_webpage/Marking_a_book.html
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=978-0007156610&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss_1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=978-0007156610&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss_1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=978-0393319569&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=978-0271019314&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00UQEJ46Q/ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_.BKdGbKX2XKPE
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=978-0140442571&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00N4GZ5Y8/ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_756VMN52QVG40RB9JAK7
https://www.amazon.com/documentary-survey-French-Revolution/dp/B0007DMEOK/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=documentary+survey+of+the+french+revolution&qid=1611551238&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=978-1319049034&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=978-1319049034&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=978-0140267600&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://goo.gl/NqvMMU
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=978-0231082594&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=978-0521466288&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://books.google.com/books?id=451jAAAAMAAJ&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&dq=editions%3AJIdHDyyIb7EC&pg=PP7#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://pages.uoregon.edu/imcneely/Ians_webpage/Course_policies.html
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SCHEDULE 

 

Date  Topic       Readings 

 

  The Old Regime and the Enlightenment 

 

3/29  Introduction 

3/31  The European state system 

4/2  France, Britain, Prussia, and Austria   Gaines (start) 

 

4/5  Villages, towns, cities, and courts 

4/7  Protestants, Catholics, and Jews 

4/9  Men, women, and children    Gaines (finish), Bach 

 

4/12  Books, periodicals, and the public sphere 

4/14  Coffee houses, salons, and lodges 

4/16  Race, travel, and European identity   Mercier, Montagu 

 

4/19  Religion and reason 

4/21  Science and art 

4/23  Government and economics    Voltaire, Smith 

 

  The French Revolution and Napoleon 

 

4/26  Transatlantic republicanism 

4/28  From the Estates General to the women’s march 

4/30  The rights of man, and of women   Stewart, Gouges 

 

5/3  English society and British politics 

5/5  An industrial “revolution?” 

5/7  Early conservatism and early feminism  Burke I, Wollstonecraft 

 

5/10  The Jacobin republic 

5/12  The trial of Louis XVI 

5/14  War, virtue, and terror     Walzer, Maistre 

 

5/17  The French political nation 

5/19  Napoleon’s land empire 

5/21  The German cultural nation    Staël I, Fichte 

 

5/24  Britain’s overseas empire 

5/26  Bonapartism as a system of rule 

5/28  Moscow, Vienna, Waterloo    Burke II, Staël II 

 

5/31  Memorial Day 

6/2  New ideas of Europe 

6/4  Left and right and modern politics   (none) 
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Independent research project 

 

You may have noticed that the Old Regime and the Enlightenment (ca. 1650-1790) 

occupy less than half the course, i.e. the first four weeks only. But that’s because you’ll 

get to continue your study of this fascinating period on your own, choosing your own 

adventure with my help and that of our course grader, Tobias Lehmann. Here’s how: 

 

Pick a topic from the Encylopedia of the Enlightenment, the In Our Time* series of 

podcasts, or another credible source and read up on it. Give yourself plenty of time to 

browse. Once you decide, locate 3-5 articles from reputable scholarly journals on your 

topic through the JSTOR, Historical Abstracts, Project Muse, and/or Academic Search 

Premier databases. Each article should be at least 15 pages and published sometime in the 

last 50 years by a university-based scholar (ideally a history professor). You may want to 

use Canvas’s Library Research Help. And don’t worry: I will record a video to get you 

started, you will then consult with Tobias one-on-one, and I am happy to consult with 

you individually as well. 

 
*Browse relevant podcasts on The 18th century and The Enlightenment. Note that some of these podcasts, 

have bibliographies posted. You should feel free to consult these, but I also want you to do your own 

searches on the databases above. Part of the point is to rummage around purposefully online. 
 

DUE DATE #1 (flexible) 

Schedule a 20-minute Zoom consultation with Tobias via this signup sheet. Slots are 

open during weeks 3, 4, and 5. Come prepared with one or more topic ideas and at least 

two related articles you have found online. Tobias will ask you questions about your 

topic and materials, and help you to refine your research questions and interests. 

 

DUE DATE #2 (May 3) 

By Monday, May 3 at 9:00am, submit a 50-100 word description of your topic and a list 

of the articles you intend to consult. Be sure to provide a full bibliographic citation for 

each article you cite, using Chicago style or another appropriate scholarly style. 

 

DUE DATE #3 (May 24) 

By Monday, May 24 at 9:00am, submit a 6-7 page (1500-1800 word) analysis in which 

you (a) explain your topic and its significance to the Enlightenment (in 200-400 words) 

and (b) analyze each article using the criteria below. 

 

1. topic (i.e. what it’s about) 

2. argument (i.e. what it wants to convince you of, and how it wants you to think 

differently about its topic) 

3. sources (in general terms; use Google Translate as needed) 

4. methods (i.e. how it derives conclusions from its sources) 

5. relation to the historiography (i.e. how it agrees, disagrees, or otherwise builds 

upon the work of prior historians of the same topic) 

 

NOTE: A-level papers must take the form of a conventional well-written essay that 

poses and answers a research question while also covering the points above. B-level 

papers may take the more mechanical form of an extended annotated bibliography. 

https://na01.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/view/action/uresolver.do?operation=resolveService&package_service_id=23456669210001852&institutionId=1852&customerId=1840
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl
https://researchguides.uoregon.edu/jstor
https://researchguides.uoregon.edu/historical-abstracts
https://researchguides.uoregon.edu/projectmuse
https://researchguides.uoregon.edu/AcademicSearchPremier
https://researchguides.uoregon.edu/AcademicSearchPremier
https://canvas.uoregon.edu/courses/180719/external_tools/609
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01hgf1b
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01hjdgt
http://bit.ly/3rqoALw
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-1.html
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