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OREGON SCHOOL SAFETY CENTER ESTABLISHED AT THE UO 
 

EUGENE—School safety is making news again—this time for Oregon’s efforts to improve it. 

Last week, Governor John Kitzhaber signed three bills intended to make schools safer for students. 

This week, violence prevention researchers at the University of Oregon are gearing up to 

manage the new Oregon Center for School Safety, which will be housed permanently at the UO 

Institute on Violence and Destructive Behavior (IVDB). 

“Schools and agencies that deal with school safety are looking for single points of contact in 

each state for data, analysis and technical training,” says Jeff Sprague, co-director of the IVDB. 

The Center for School Safety measure, HB 3429, allows the IVDB to work with schools and 

communities in developing long-term plans to address school safety and student discipline. The 

center will serve as a point of information, data analysis, research and technical assistance. 

A 15-member board, set to convene this fall, will govern the center and oversee development 

of its plan to assess school safety and discipline. Annually, the center will report on the status of 

school safety to the governor, the attorney general, the State Board of Education and the legislature. 

One of the center’s key efforts will be to streamline the process schools go through to report 

incidents of violence or rule infractions by students. Such data is crucial in assessing school safety 

and addressing problem areas. Schools already must report incidents to several federal agencies in 

different formats, in a complex system that Sprague says can function as a deterrent for accurate 

reporting. The center will work to develop software and an online system for reporting, so 

submitting data will be more efficient for school personnel. 

“We are interested in seeing whether we can get more accurate incident data with a more 

technologically sophisticated way for schools to report,” says Sprague. 

Another intensive task for the new center, according to Sprague, will be working with 

individual districts to develop their school safety plans. Some districts already have adopted such 

plans; the others will be required to under HB 3429. Sprague likens the process of developing a 

school safety plan to ordering from an extensive but indecipherable menu at an ethnic restaurant. 

“There is so much information available, and schools don’t always know what to do with it,” 

he says. “This centralized resource will be a good development for Oregon’s schools.” 

Sprague was the primary writer of a report titled “How Safe Are Oregon Schools? Status and 

Recommendations,” which was released last March by the Attorney General’s School/Community  
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Safety Coalition. Oregon Attorney General Hardy Meyers formed the coalition of more than 30 

education, emergency services, mental health and other specialists following the 1998 shootings at 

Thurston High School in Springfield. 

In the report, the coalition recommended a number of measures that schools can take to create 

safer environments for learning. Among its suggestions were improving school security and building 

design to discourage crime; implementing measures to discourage bullying and harassing behavior 

that often leads to violence; and establishing the state school safety center. 

Oregon’s center is modeled after Kentucky’s, which, ironically, was being considered by 

lawmakers there in 1997 when a school shooting in West Paducah left three dead and five wounded. 

“That is definitely not the way you want to get bills passed or funded,” says Sprague, while 

acknowledging that tragedies such as those in Springfield and West Paducah tend to mobilize public 

sentiment and government resources toward finding solutions. 

The Center for School Safety, officially established within the Department of Higher 

Education, will be funded through public and private contributions. It will build on $75,000 in seed 

money provided by the Hamilton Fish Institute on School and Community Violence, which has a 

goal of making Oregon’s center a national model.  

“We plan to leverage that money fully and turn this into something bigger,” says Sprague. 

Along with the school safety center bill, Kitzhaber last week signed two other bills aimed at 

preventing school violence: HB 3403, which requires every Oregon school district to implement an 

anti-bullying policy; and HB 3647, which establishes a statewide hotline for reporting school-related 

crimes or suspicious activities. The hotline also will be managed through the Center for School 

Safety. 

Placement of the Center for School Safety at the UO reflects the IVDB’s statewide and national 

reputation as a leader in violence prevention. Since its inception in 1995 as a research arm of the UO 

College of Education, the IVDB has documented effective early intervention strategies. Professors of 

education, psychology, sociology, law, philosophy, architecture and planning, public policy and 

management bring broad expertise to the institute’s research efforts. 

Sprague and IVDB co-director Hill Walker have served as advisers to the U.S. Department of 

Education on the prevention of school violence. In 1998, following the Thurston shooting, President 

Bill Clinton asked Sprague and Walker to join a handful of other experts in the field in drafting a 

safety booklet now used in every school district in the country. 
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