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As Alwash highlighted in 
his lecture, the Iraqi Marsh-
es once spanned for 6,000 
square miles across the inte-
rior of Iraq when fully flood-
ed. The area was seasonally 
flooded by the Tigris and 
Euphrates rivers, creating a 
unique environment that its 
inhabitants lived and thrived 
in for 5,000 years.

This historical lifestyle 
came to an abrupt end in 
1991. Following the first 
Gulf War, the marsh region 
became a central location for 
a rebellion against Saddam 
Hussein’s regime. Alwash 
explained that in order to 
end the rebellion, and under 
the guise of developing more 
“agricultural land,” Hussein 
ordered that the marshes be 
drained. To do this he had 
six major canals built that 
diverted the water from the 
marshes. He then had troops 
go in and burn the reeds (a 
key resource to both the en-
vironment of the marshes 
and the lives of its inhabit-
ants). Dikes and other bar-
riers were built around the 
lush habitat.

It is estimated that the 
draining displaced 500,000 
people and turned roughly 
90 percent of the marshes 

to wasteland.
Alwash said the disaster 

caused widespread human 
suffering and poverty as 
well as an environmental 
nightmare, as the marshes 
had been acting as a buf-
fer for poisons and toxins 
that surrounding industries 
were emitting.

The marshes remained 
in this condition until 2003, 
when some of the former 
marsh dwellers, with the 
help of Iraq’s Ministry 
of Water Resources, be-
gan breaching sections of 
the dikes allowing water 
to slowly re-flood small 
portions of the marshes.

“When they breached the 
dike, 200 square kilometers 
refilled almost instantly, and 
the people slowly started to 
return,” Alwash said.

The “Eden Again” project 
is working to restore and re-
pair the marshes’ environ-
ments and to create a good 
living situation for the re-
gion’s people. This is a very 
extensive job, made even 
more difficult by the cur-
rent political instability that 
plagues Iraq.

Despite these difficulties 
the project has developed 
an initial structure to resto-
ration. It has been working 

with the Center for the Res-
toration of the Iraqi Marsh-
lands, Iraq’s Ministry for 
Water Resources and Italy’s 
Ministry of Environment 
and Territory.

Alwash explained that 
the reconstruction involves 
the strategic re-flooding 
of the region as well as the 
construction of villages in 
and near the marshes. It es-
sentially is recreating the 
former layout and habitat, 
while also implementing 
modern conveniences and 
access to institutions such as 
health care and education 
for the people.

This plan is in its initial 
stages will likely undergo 
many changes and revi-
sions during the implemen-
tation process, Alwash 
said. The inhabitants will 
critique the design and pro-
vide the project with their 
historical knowledge of the 
marsh’s habitat.

Alwash has raised $50 
million for the construc-
tion of the first village. 
It has been funded by 
Iraq’s government.

The decision to include 
Alwash and the Iraqi marsh-
es in the lecture series was 
made by the lecture se-
ries’ organizer, Professor 

Howard Davis.
“I knew that I wanted a 

variety of points of view, 
disciplines, and of places. 
I’d always been interested in 
the Iraqi marshes, so when I 
realized that there was this 
connection, I decided to in-
vite him. The marsh people 
were displaced by politi-
cally motivated actions that 
contributed to war and are 
now being resettled as a re-
sult of war, so the connec-
tion to the theme of the lec-
ture series is a strong one.” 
Davis explained.

Audience members both 
enjoyed and were inspired 
by the lecture.

“This presentation was 
more ecstatic than the oth-
ers in the series so far,” 
second-year grad student 
Mark Griffin said.

Senior Allyn Jeans, an 
architecture major, was 
even more inspired by 
the lecture.

“I’d like to go there and 
see the marshes now,” 
she said, “possibly this 
summer even.”

Two more lectures remain 
in the series. They will be 
held Feb. 4 at 7:30 p.m. in 
177 Lawrence, and Feb. 11 
at the same time and venue.
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Endowment: Women’s and gender Studies program plans to launch a minor in queer studies next fall
confidential at the donor’s 
request, but any additional 
donations to the fund will 
be matched by the donor up 
to $25,000.

The donation coincides 
with the WGS program’s 
plan to establish a minor in 
queer studies, which Scott 
said will hopefully be off the 
ground next fall.

Gearhart had a long and 
distinguished career in 
academia, though never in 
Oregon. The donor chose 
the University for its long-
standing history of student 
activism, as well as that in 

Eugene, and for the fact that 
the Knight Library’s special 
collections is home to much 
of Gearhart’s work. In addi-
tion to her academic papers 
and personal letters, spe-
cial collections has manu-
scripts of Gearhart’s feminist 
science-fiction writing.

“If people want to come 
look at her original manu-
scripts or read her cor-
respondence, they would 
come here to do that,” 
said manuscript librarian 
Linda Long.

Long was excited that 
the l ibrary col lect ion 
played such a large role 

in the donor’s decision, 
which she hopes will spark 
future interest.

“We’re kind of redoubling 
our effort to publish our 
collections and let scholars 
know that we have them 
here,” she said.

WGS major Stephanie 
Bornstein graduates in 
June, so she will be gone 
before any of her pro-
gram’s changes take ef-
fect, but she hopes the do-
nation will improve it for 
future students.

Because the WGS program 
is relatively small, Bornstein 
said she’s taken many topic 

classes that may not appear 
in the course catalog again.

“If you don’t jump into (a 
specific course) one year, 
it might not be offered the 
next. Hopefully, a lot more 
classes will be offered regu-
larly,” she said. “It’s a great 
program and hopefully this 
will give an opportunity to 
make it better.”

To donate to the fund call 
the College of Arts and Sci-
ences Development Office at 
541-346-3950.

Contact the people, 
culture, faith reporter at 

mobrien@dailyemerald.com

conference: ‘violence and recognition in Latin america’ 
will feature five panel discussions and three keynote lectures

“Latin America has been 
sort of put in the background 
with the current war in Iraq 
and the supposed war on ter-
ror,” said Pedro Garcia-Caro, 
a visiting Spanish profes-
sor at the University. “Latin 
American violence is actually 
very relevant for American 
foreign policy.”

The conference will consist 
of five panel discussions and 
three lectures. In addition to 
Escobar, Arturo Arias, who 
teaches Latin American stud-
ies at the University of Texas 
at Austin, and Greg Gran-
din, a New York University 
professor and the author of 
“The Blood of Guatemala,” 
will speak.

Sponsors include Univer-
sity President Dave Frohn-
mayer’s office, the Latin 
American Studies Program, 
the Wayne Morse Center for 
Law and Politics, the Savage 
Endowment for International 
Relations and Peace and the 
College of Arts and Sciences.

“I think trying to revisit the 
way in which Latin Ameri-
can countries have dealt with 
several wars and state repres-
sion, and military and police 
repression,” Garcia-Caro 
said, “is as relevant today 
for students of contemporary 
and current affairs, as well 
as historians.”

Contact the people, culture, 
faith reporter at 

mobrien@dailyemerald.com
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In the spring of 2004,  a man harvests reed sprouts in Nasiriyah, 
Iraq.

cOURtEsy Of sally MIllER gEaRHaRt

The endow-
ment fund to 
the Women’s 

and Gender 
Studies pro-

gram was given 
in the name 

of Sally Miller 
Gearhart, who  

established  the 
women’s stud-
ies program  at 

San Francisco 
State University.

thursday: 
• 7 p.m. in the EMU Ball-
room. Welcoming remarks 
by Linda Brady, senior vice 
president and provost. 
Keynote address given by 
Arturo Escobar, Wayne 
Morse Center chair of law 
and politics, “Left Turn? 
Right Turn? Where is Latin 
America Going?”

friday 
• 9 to11 a.m. Panel discus-
sion “Whose truth? Reas-
sessing Truth Commissions’ 
Reports.” Panel members: 
Leonardo García-Pabón, 
Elizabeth Lira, Brian Love-
man, Edelberto Torres Rivas 
and Kimberly Theidon.
• 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Panel 
discussion “Battling for 
Memory: Alternative and 
Non-official Accounts of 
Violence.” Panel members: 
Robert Haskett, Gabriela 
Martínez, Pedro García-
Caro and Cynthia Milton.
• 3 to 5 p.m. Panel discus-
sion “Political Prisoners: 
Literature, Testimony and 
Survival.” Panel members: 
Amalia Gladhart, Juan 

Armando Epple, Hiber Con-
teris and Carlos Aguirre.
• 5:30 p.m. Keynote ad-
dress given by Greg Gran-
din, “2008 Bartolomé de 
las Casas Lecture in Latin 
American Studies”.

saturday
• 10 a.m. to noon. Panel 
discussion “Memory in Film 
and Documentary.” Panel 
members: Lise Nelson, 
Steve Stern, Michael Laz-
zara and Susana Kaiser.
• 2 to 4 p.m. Panel discus-
sion “Gender, Violence and 
Human Rights in Present-
Day Latin America.” Panel 
members: Analisa Taylor, 
Deborah Weissman, Mi-
chele McKinley and Lynn 
Stephen.
• 4:30 p.m. Keynote ad-
dress given by Arturo Arias, 
“The Ghosts of the Past, 
Human Dignity and 
the Collective Need 
for Reparation.”

All panel discussions to be 
held in the EMU Fir Room.
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