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2013 ACTFL Conference
by Linda Boyer

was honored to be chosen to represent PNCFL at the ACTFL Na-
tional Conference in Orlando, Florida.  It was amazing to spend 
a long November weekend surrounded by numerous languages 
and enthusiastic educators.   I teach Spanish 1 and AP Spanish at 

Billings Senior High in Billings, MT.  It was my second time attending 
the national conference and my first presenting.  There were two other 
attendees from Montana, Erika Shupe (Latin-Bozeman) and Therese 
Tucker (Spanish-Helena).  
The size of the conference (over 5,000 attend-
ees) lends itself to an incredible array of sec-
tionals and vendors.  I arrived early to attend 
a pre-conference AP Spanish Language and 
Culture workshop designed specifically for 
experienced AP teachers.  The presenter did an 
excellent job leading us through the changes 
to the AP exam.  It was also nice to share with 
other experienced teachers.  It was definitely 
worth the extra day to be able to attend a more 
intensive workshop.  Friday began with an 
opening assembly that really kicked off the level 
of excitement and energy that would fill the en-
tire conference.  The keynote speaker was Tony 
Wagner, author of The Global Achievement Gap, 
who linked our work in the classroom to the needs of the global business 
world.  His talk was both validating and challenging.  I recommend read-
ing his book and sharing it with your administrators.
The number of sectionals to choose from for the next several days was 
dizzying!  I participated in presentations on formative assessment, using 
authentic resources, project-based learning, TPRS Readers’ Theatre, AP 
sectionals, and others featuring tips for homework, grading, portfolios, 
theme-based design and implementing technology.  How often does one 
get to share ideas with a National Teacher of the Year, as well as teachers 
from all over the country?  There is such a spirit of generosity among the 
presenters.  They are teachers who understand how difficult our job is;  
they do everything they can to make it easier and help us be better at our 
profession.

I
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The Pacific Northwest Council for Languages unites, serves, and supports all world  
language educators in Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington, and Wyoming.

 

PNCFL believes all students should be proficient in more than one language and the  
languages’ cultures. Learners’ ability to be proficient is directly impacted by the quality of 
education that they receive. As a result, PNCFL advocates for the value of world languages 
as a core curriculum and supports language policies that reflect this ideal. In order to foster 
professional growth among language educators, PNCFL connects them to one another and to 
those at the national level. Furthermore, PNCFL inspires world language educators to improve 
instruction for all students through professional development and leadership opportunities.

Our
Our

Mission

Vision

 I was nervous to present my sectional on the Day 
of the Dead, an often misunderstood holiday in our 
country.  Everything I heard that day reinforced the 
importance of what we do with culture however and 
once I knew the technology I needed would work, I 
relaxed.  Bridget Yaden and Lauren Kiolet of PNC-
FL were there to lend support and encouragement.  
Just like the first day of school, once I had the ‘stu-
dents’ before me, I had fun.  I showed them ideas 
to help students focus on the products, practices 
and perspectives as recommended by ACTFL for all 
cultural activities.  We watched several video clips 
to demonstrate all three areas and then I showed 
how we make sugar skulls with students.  This is 
one of several activities we do with combined lan-
guage clubs at our school to raise student awareness 
of each language and culture.  The audience was 
thrilled with the chance for a hands-on activity and 
enjoyed the tips I gave to make the project easier 
and less messy.  And yes, I had managed to get sugar 
skulls and frosting through airport security! Thank 
you, PNCFL, for your belief in me.
The rest of the conference flew by.  It will take 

months to sort and implement all we learned.  A 
highlight for me was attending the luncheon spon-
sored by the Spanish Embassy.  I had a very inter-
esting conversation with a gentleman next to me, a 
retired professor from León.  We were in sectionals 
all day, but Erika, Therese and I met in the evenings 
for dinner and to share what we each had learned.  
We even discovered that alligator chowder is pretty 
good!
ACTFL 2014 will be in San Antonio.  I highly en-
courage you to attend.  Whether you’re a seasoned 
veteran like me or a younger teacher just beginning a 
career, you will learn new ideas to fuel your passion 
for what you do.  And don’t be afraid to be a leader 
in your own state.  We all have developed ideas and 
projects; share them in sectionals so we can grow 
and learn together.  Our students will be the winners 
of that collaboration!
 

continued from page 1…

Valerie Ekberg-Brown is the 
recipient of the 2013 Award for 
Excellence in Secondary Teaching 
by the American Association of 
Teachers of Slavic and East Euro-
pean Languages. Ekberg-Brown 
teaches Russian at Chugiak High 
School, Anchorage School Dis-
trict, Chugiak, Alaska. She has 
taken the initiative to launch 
Russian-focused projects not 
only in the school, but across the 
Anchorage area through a range 
of creative and innovative ways. 
These efforts include the launch-
ing of a partnership between 
Chugiak High and the Anchorage 
Opera in order to highlight Rus-
sian culture in Alaska, allowing 
her students to participate as 
interns in a production of Eu-
gene Onegin. More recently, her 
participation in the statewide 
Olympiada of Spoken Russian has 
supported the efforts of young 
middle- and high-school Rus-

sian-language students to try out 
their skills and abilities in a com-
petition that challenges their 
knowledge of Russian culture, 
pronunciation, fluency and com-
prehension. Upon receipt of the 

award, Valerie stated,  “The news 
of this award was such a wonder-
ful surprise to receive just after 
Christmas.  Thanks so much 
AATSEEL!  I am truly honored”.     
Congratulations, Valerie! 

Russian Teacher Honored
By Laurel Derksen

Valerie Ekberg-Brown (left) is pictured with Tatiana Vereshkina from 
Chugiak High School's sister school in St. Petersburg, Russia. The two 
schools have been sister schools since 1993.

 JNCL-NCLIS Supports Federal R&D as Called for by President Obama 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

January 30, 2014 – 
Tuesday evening, President Obama highlighted the invaluable contributions of Federally-funded research and develop-
ment to America’s economic prosperity and security: 
“The Federally-funded research helped lead to the ideas and inventions behind Google and smartphones. And that's why 
Congress should undo the damage done by last year's cuts to basic research so we can unleash the next great American 
discovery." 
The 90 organizations and companies that comprise the Joint National Committee for Languages and the National 
Council for Languages and International Studies welcome the President’s call for renewed federal investment in R&D. 
Languages are part and parcel of Federal STEM efforts; nearly all of the Federal investment in R&D includes language and 
linguistics, from the Defense Advanced Research Project Agency to the National Science Foundation to the Center for 
Advanced Study of Language. This vital investment grows the language industry and its 200,000-strong American 

(Continued on Page 8)



Pacific Northwest Council for Languages      54                 Pacific Northwest Council for Languages 

The focus of Boise State Universi-
ty’s 3rd Annual German Language 
campus week was Germany’s role 
in Europe, what it is today and what 
it should be.  There were events, 
contests and discussions around 
the role of the German language in 
Europe, the historical background of 
Germany in Europe, Germany in lit-
erature and the current political and 
economic situations.  This campus 
week took place March 10th-March 
14th, 2014.  This week was spon-
sored by the German Information 
Center and the German Embassy in 
Washington DC, through the GER-
MANY IN EUROPE Campaign.  At 
Boise State, this week was supported 
by the College of Arts and Sciences, 
the Department of World Languag-
es, the German Section, Extended 
Studies/Concurrent Enrollment and 
the Boise State German Club.  Becca 
Sibrian, Lecturer of German at Boise 
State, was the main organizer.   

The largest event during the week 
was the “Do Deutsch” German 

Language Day for High 
School German students 
in the Boise, Idaho area.  
Almost 600 students and 
their teachers, coming 
from nine high schools 
and five different dis-
tricts surrounding Boise 
State, came to the Boise 
State SUB where they 
participated in German 
language and culture 
activities/stations over 
the course of an hour and a half.  The 
activities ranged from memorizing 
German tongue twisters to identi-
fying the Coats of Arms of the 16 
federal states in Germany to working 
with German sayings and proverbs.  
After completing the different activ-
ities, the students earned a stamp in 
their passport.  The students made 
their passports ahead of the event 
and some were quite personal, 
including, in German, lots of infor-
mation about themselves.  They 
could then turn in their passport to 
earn different prizes depending on 

the number of activities they had 
completed.  The entire event lasted 
about three hours, with time sched-
uled for a short lunch break. 

The Fourth Annual German Lan-
guage campus week is already being 
planned, it will be commemorating 
the 25th anniversary of the Fall of 
the Berlin Wall on November 9, 1989.  
This week will be held during the 
week of November 3rd-7th, 2014.        

3rd Annual German Language Campus week
 at Boise State University

by Becca Sibrian

Thinking of Cultures, Community, Comparisons, and Connections, four of our World Languages’ 
teaching standards, the immersion teachers in Anchorage, Alaska, took advantage of a Spanish 
speaking connection to experience Broadway in their school and what being an actor really 
entails. 
“What an amazing opportunity to have two cast members from the Broadway musical West 
Side Story at Romig Middle School, Anchorage, Alaska, visiting our Spanish 2-way immersion 
program”, cited Anaely Hernandez, 8th grade Spanish immersion Social Studies and Spanish 
Language Arts teacher. Both Michelle Alves (who plays “Anita”) and Gabriela Albo (“Rosalia/
María”) natives of Puerto Rico and Mexico, had over 80 Spanish immersion middle school 
students engaged and fascinated with their energy and passion for the Arts, Languages, and 
Culture! “They sang the tune, “I Feel Pretty”, “Somewhere”, and even showed us how to do the 
mambo - Sharks style! What a treat!” 

From left to right: Jade Blattler, student teacher, Laurel Derksen, WL Support 
Teacher, Sarah Jansen, 7th grade immersion teacher,  Gabriela Albo, (Rosalia and 
María) cast member,  Nicole Vanderhorst, student, Michelle Alves (Anita) cast 
member, and Anaely Hernandez, 8th grade immersion teacher.

West Side Story Performance
by Laurel Derksen
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 Summary of JNCL-NCLIS Delegate Assembly and Legislative Day 
May 9-11, 2013

The Goethe Institut       Washington, D.C.
Submitted by PNCFL Delegate Judy Tolbert

I was again honored to represent PNCFL 
by attending for the third and last time the 
Delegate Assembly and Legislative Day of 
Joint National Committee for Languages 
and National Council for Languages and In-
ternational Studies.  JNCL-NCLIS has grown 
to include 73 member organizations, 
representing more than 300,000 language 
professionals and moving into its 40th year. 

The mission of JNCL-NCLIS is to ensure that 
all Americans have the opportunity to learn 
and use English and at least one other lan-
guage, to advance the language profession 
in the US, and to raise awareness about the 
importance of language and international 
education to the national interest.

I arrived at each annual assembly with 
great anticipation for learning the latest 
on policies and appropriations for foreign 
languages and international education and 
I looked forward again to the privilege of 
meeting with the other delegates and gain-
ing new insight into advocacy strategies. 

This year the assembly was held at the 
Goethe Institut in Washington, D.C. where 
we were welcomed by Dr. Ray Clifford, 
JNCL-NCLIS President and Dr. Bill Rivers, 
the new JNCL-NCLIS Executive Director.  A 
new focus for JNCL-NCLIS that Dr. Rivers in-
troduced has been to invite the Language 
Industry into the organization.  “Adding 
the the industry makes real the claim that 
JNCL-NCLIS represents the entire language 
enterprise, some 500,000 strong in the US, 
worth more than $25b to the US economy.” 
He is frequently invited to speak to various 
agencies and organizations where he advo-
cates the import of foreign language pro-
grams and the urgency of strengthening 
the language education pipeline to supply 
21st century professional talent to Amer-
ican companies.  He covers the range of 
K-12 programs funded by the Departments 
of Defense and State and spoke of the now 

defunded Foreign Language Assistance 
Program administered by the Department 
of Education. 

The following potential priorities emerged:
 *The need for more Americans to 
learn languages, along with other profes-
sionally useful and needed skills;
 *Federal regulation of language: 
several agencies have inaccurate and 
outdated understandings of what the 
language industry is and how it works, 
leading to potentially misguided rulings on 
a diverse range of issues; 
 * The overall need to treat lan-
guages as a profession, and the concomi-
tant challenges to our enterprise pose by 
public perceptions and common myths 
about language.

The Assembly: A panel of CEOs represent-
ing language schools, translating and inter-
preting companies and services explained 
to the assembly how we in education and 
they in the industry can naturally work 
together.
We were also updated on current bills 
supporting language and international 
education and told to ask our Congressio-
nal representatives to support the Foreign 
Language Education Partnership Act which 
amended the Foreign Language Assistance 
Program (FLAP) in NCLB-Title V to create 
a new K-12/higher education foreign 
language education partnership program 
introduced by Representative Rush Holt, 
of New Jersey's 12th District, and Senator 
Frank Lautenberg of New Jersey. Since 
the subsequent death of Senator Frank 
Lautenberg, the bill was going to have to 
be rewritten.

We were also honored to hear Mr. Clay 
Pell appointed in April 2013 by President 
Barack Obama to serve as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for International and Foreign Lan-
guage Education. Mr. Pell’s overall focus is 

to advance President Obama and Secretary 
Duncan’s vision for global competitiveness, 
connecting America’s students with the 
international and foreign language skills 
that will enable them to thrive in a dynamic 
and diverse global economy.
As Deputy Assistant Secretary, Mr. Pell 
oversees policy and programmatic efforts 
to encourage and promote the study of 
foreign languages and cultures of other 
countries at the elementary, secondary, 
and postsecondary levels in the United 
States. Mr. Pell also oversees the adminis-
tration of the Department of Education’s 
Title VI and Fulbright-Hays domestic and 
overseas grant programs.  Having studied 
Chinese, Spanish, and Arabic, Clay brings 
a personal understanding to the develop-
ment of foreign language programs and 
the role critical foreign languages play in 
America’s economic and national security. 
Unfortunately as of this writing, Mr. Pell had 
resigned from this position. 
The Legislative Day:  The afternoon was 
devoted to meeting our Congressional 
representatives or members of their staff.  
Appointments had been made by the JN-
CL-NCLIS staff and we were provided with 
“leave-behind materials,” to share with each 
office as well as a brief introduction and 
overview of the issues to be discussed. 
In the office of Representative Don Young, 
I was able to meet with the Congressman 
himself and his Education Legislative 
Assistant, Alex Ortiz.  In Senator Lisa Mur-
kowski’s office, I was able to speak with 
her Education Legislative Assistant, Karen 
McCarthy. I also met with Scott Kluever, Ed-
ucation Legislative Coordinator in Senator 
Mark Begich’s office.  As a school counselor 
on a fellowship, he saw the importance of 
including foreign language in a proposal 
he would soon be presenting.  I had spoken 
with Senator Begich in Fairbanks the week 
before the assembly.

(Continued on Page 8)

Bridget E. Yaden, Ph.D., currently serves as the Trea-
surer of PNCFL. She has served on the board for many 
years now, including as Past President and PNCFL repre-
sentative to ACTFL. Bridget teachers Spanish and works 
with teacher certification at PLU in Tacoma, WA.

Deborah (Debbie) Kelley is a Spanish and French 
teacher who retired in 2012 after 32 years in classrooms 
K-12. She taught in New York State and Great Falls and 
Billings, Montana. She has served as Montana Association 
of Language Teachers (MALT) Vice President and presi-
dent, MT Spanish teachers' group president, coordinator 
of the MT chapter of the National Spanish Exam and MT 
representative to the PNCFL Board. She achieved Nation-
al Board certification in 2008 and has led several student 
groups to Spain, Costa Rica and Peru.

Jamie Gilderhus has been the Idaho state represen-
tative for three years. She is in her fifth year of teaching 
German at Capital High School in Boise, Idaho. She grad-
uated from the University of Oregon and received her 
Masters degree in education from Pacific University. She 
began teaching English in 2007 in Oregon, and moved 
to Idaho when she received her current position. She 
received scholarships to study the language and pedago-
gy in Germany, and she was granted a leave of absence 
to work at an international school in Salzburg, Austria last 
year. She teaches German levels 1-3, and takes students 
to Germany every other year. 

Kyle Schlagel teaches first-year through AP French 
at Capital High School in Boise, ID. He graduated from 
Boise State University and is currently working towards 
a Masters degree from Eastern Washington University 
in French and Secondary Education. He has served on 
the board of the IATLC as both the board secretary and 
French Section Head. This is his first term as the PNCFL 
Publications Director. Kyle has spent summer terms in 
France in Pau and Nice during his undergrad and gradu-
ate studies. He enjoys using technology and computers, 
learning and speaking French, and- above all, spending 
time with his wife, Valerie and their young son, Loïc.

Judy Tolbert
Alaska Representative (2013 – 2014)
Fairbanks, Alaska

Since 1997: 
University of Alaska Fairbanks, School of Education
Assistant Professor Adjunct: I supervise World Language 
secondary student teachers and teach the World Lan-
guages Methods class during the internship year. 

Volunteer: teach French for Osher Life-long Learning 
(OLLI) and in elementary schools;

Teaching Experience:
1974-96: Lathrop High School, Fairbanks, AK; French I-IV/
AP, WL department chair 
1985-86: Sabbatical in Thaon-les-Vosges, France: 
1969-74; Ryan Junior High, Fairbanks, AK: French I & 
Social Studies
1966-69: East Bank High School, Charleston, WV, French 
I –IV & History

I grew up in Minneapolis, Minnesota, attended Maca-
lester College (BA in French and History), St. Paul, MN. 
The summer after graduation I worked as a waitress in 
the Nile Hilton Hotel in Cairo, Egypt, which looks out on 
Tahrir Square.  I then spent a year in Twilight, WV as a VIS-
TA volunteer (community action).  After VISTA, I taught 
French & History near Charleston, WV before moving on 
to new adventures in Fairbanks, Alaska, where I taught 
French & History in the Fairbanks Schools until 1996. I 
received my M.Ed from the University of Alaska Fairbanks 
(Secondary Education: French) in 1974. My mentor was 
Dr. Wolf Hollerbach, French Professor and Language De-
partment Chair at UAF.  In the 1990s I served as President 
of Alaskans for Language Acquisition (AFLA) and Alaska 
PNCFL representative.  From 2011-2013, I was the PNC-
FL representative to JNCL-NCLIS. I am a member of the 
Alaska ACTFL Advocacy team and served on the ACTFL 
Teacher of the Year Selection Committee 2013.  I was 
the writer of the ACTFL NCATE/CAEP SPA report for the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks which received national 
recognition February, 2014.

Get to Know Your Board:
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(continued from page 6)

I recommend that everyone invite a Congressman or Senator to 
visit your classroom and let them see first hand how effective a 
classroom is.  Have your students write letters to their represen-
tatives and share their stories relating to their language studies. 
Check out the JNCL-NCLIS website http://www.languagepolicy.
org and also on Facebook: JNCL-NCLIS.  Under the leadership of 
Dr. Rivers, JNCL-NCLIS almost daily sends out JNCL News briefs, 
JNCL Action Alerts, Monthly updates, notices of programs, 
conferences, etc. etc..

At the 2012 DA when Dr. Rivers was named the new executive 
director, I invited him to come to Alaska for the annual AFLA 
conference in Fairbanks in September, 2012. He accepted and 
became immediately engrossed in Alaska’s language policies 
and programs. At this DA we greeted each other like old friends.

Beginning January, 2014, the new PNCFL representative to JN-
CL-NCLIS will be Leslie Boaz of  Wyoming.  Serving as President 
of PNCFL and as the JNCL-NCLIS representative simultaneous-
ly, she will be an excellent representative and liaison for our 
region.

(continued from page 3)

workforce, protecting our national interests and invest-
ing in social justice and economic mobility, as language 
learning has been shown to reverse achievement gaps 
in our schools. JNCL-NCLIS supports increased invest-
ment in Federal R&D for language technologies, linguis-
tics, and language learning. 
For more information: 
Bill Rivers, Executive Director, info@languagepolicy.org, 
(202) 580-8684; Language and STEM: http://www.lan-
guagepolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/LSTEM.
pdf
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