PSYCHOLOGY 475

COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT - FALL 1992

Professor: Dr. Marjorie Taylor
Office: 201 Straub, 346-4933
Office hours: Monday 1:30-3:00, Thursday 11-12, or by appointment

Lecture Place and Time: 142 Straub, Tues. & Thurs. 2-3:20
Textbook: Children's Thinking 2nd Ed. by Robert S. Siegler (Prentice Hall, 1991)

Readings: Outside readings will be available for purchase from Campus Copy. The readings are
in two separate packets because a few of the readings have substantial copyright fees. Packet #1
includes the readings that have a minimal copyright charge. Packet #2 includes the readings that
will cost an additional $8 due to copyright fees. A copy of all the readings will be on reserve at the
library.

Exams: There will be two exams. The Midterm exam (35% of final grade) will have a short
answer and essay format and will cover the lecture material and readings up to November 3. If
you miss the Midterm exam for any reason, you may turn in a paper (15-20 pages) to make up that
portion of your grade. To be acceptable as a make-up for the Midterm, the topic of the paper must
be in the general area of infant cognitive development and must be approved by Dr. Taylor. The
Final exam (35% of final grade) will be an open-book take-home exam covering all the material in
the course with an emphasis on the topics covered from November 5 to December 10. The Final
will be due December 17 at 1:00 in Straub 142.

Papers: You will be required to write two papers, one due on October 22 and one due on
December 8. These papers must be typed, double-spaced, have 1" margins, and be no longer than
5 pages. Each paper will be worth 15% of your final grade. Late papers will be accepted, but
points will be subtracted for lateness. Detailed instructions and a handout for each paper will be
given in class (Oct 1 and Nov 5).



Date

Sept. 29

Oct. 1

Oct. 1&5
Oct. 8& 13
Oct. 15

Oct 20

Oct. 22

Oct. 22, 27,29
Nov. 3

Nov. 5

Nov. 5 & 10
Nov. 17 & 19
Nov. 24
Nov. 26

Dec. 1,3, 8
Dec. 8

Dec. 10

Dec. 17, 1:00

OUTLINE OF LECTURE TOPICS

Topic

Introduction to Cognitive Dev.
Paper #1 handout

Perceptual development

Piagetian theory and object permanence
The infant's concept of self
Infant Demonstration

Paper #1 due

Symbolic development
MIDTERM

Paper #2 handout

Memory development
Understanding the physical world
Preschooler Demonstration
Thanksgiving Holiday - no class
Understanding the social world
Paper #2 is due

Summary

FINAL EXAM is due

Reading

Chapter 1

Chapter 4, Reading #1

Chapter 2, Reading #2

Readings #3 & 4

Chapter 5

Readings #5 & 6

Chapters 3 &6

Chapter 7, Reading #7

Chapter 8

Readings #8,9,10,11

Chapter 10
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