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Purpose

The purpose of this course is to consider psychology in diverse cultural contexts.
The applicability and limitations of mainstream psychology approaches with respect to
culturally diverse populations will be evaluated. The course will focus on theory and
research on African Americans, American Indians, Asian Americans, and Latino/a
Americans that addresses both cultural and sociocultural issues involving minority status.
Relevant literature from clinical psychology, behavior genetics, developmental
psychology, social psychology, and cognitive neuroscience will be included. Although
there are similarities across each of these groups of color, there are unique aspects of each
group and much diversity within each group. There will be an emphasis on culturally
competent research methods. The role of cultural diversity in informing mainstream
psychology will be considered.

Course Requirements

The major requirement for the course is a 15-20-page paper on a topic of the
student’s choice. This typically would be a review paper that synthesizes the literature.
However, other types of papers, such as an experiment or a grant proposal, are possible.
An advanced draft of the paper is due the 7" week of the course. | will provide feedback
and a final draft is due during Finals week.

The other course requirement is a 15-20 minute class presentation based on the
major points of the term paper during the last class meeting. | can provide consultation on
the presentation.

The purpose of these requirements is to prepare students for the writing process
and professional presentations that are critical for an academic career.

Mutual Respect

Throughout this course, we will be discussing a variety of socially sensitive and
controversial issues, some about which you may have strong feelings and attitudes. Thus,
it will be extremely important to keep an open mind, to listen to others' viewpoints, and
to tolerate a different opinion than your own. In order to get the most out of this course
and to make this class a rich experience for all of us, it is essential that you treat your
classmates with respect. Participation in class discussion is encouraged.



Course Outline
Week Topic Readings

1 History and Systems Comas-Diaz (in press)
Leong & Okazaki (in press)
Padilla (in press)
Pickren (2004)
Trimble & Clearing-Sky (in
press)

2 Research Methods Devos & Banaji (2005)
Hall (2001)
Johnson et al. (2003)
LaFromboise et al. (1993)
Okazaki & Sue (1995)
Phinney (1996)
Rogge et al. (2006)

3 Biological Psychology Bonham et al. (2005)
Cosmides et al. (2003)
Eberhardt (2005)
Ota Wang & Sue (2005)

4 Developmental Psychology Bornstein & Cote (2004)
Brown & Bigler (2005)
Correa-Chavez et al. (2005)
French et al. (2006)
Fuligni et al. (2005)
Greene et al. (2006)
Juvonen et al. (2006)

5 Social Psychology Aronson & Inzlicht (2004)
Cohen & Garcia (2005)
Richeson & Trawalter (2005)
Sangrigoli et al. (2005)
Sinclair et al. (2006)

6 African Americans Chavous et al. (2003)
Chavous (2005)
Gray-Little & Hafdahl (2000)
Kelly & Floyd (2006)
Sellers & Shelton (2003)
Ward (2003)
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Asian Americans

Latino/Latina Americans

American Indians

Student presentations

Cheryan & Monin (2005)
Kim (2002)

Taylor et al. (2004)

Tsai et al. (2006)

Tseng (2004)

Castillo et al. (2004)
Castillo et al. (2006)
Huddy & Virtanen (1995)
Varela et al. (2004)
Vasquez (2002)

Fisher & Ball (2003)
Newman (2005)
Whitbeck et al. (2004)
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