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Purpose 
 
 The purpose of this course is to consider psychology in diverse cultural contexts. 
The applicability and limitations of mainstream psychology approaches with respect to 
culturally diverse populations will be evaluated. The course will focus on theory and 
research on African Americans, Asian Americans, Latino/a Americans, American 
Indians/ Native Alaskans, and multiracial Americans that addresses both cultural and 
sociocultural issues involving minority status. Relevant literature from clinical 
psychology, behavior genetics, developmental psychology, social psychology, and 
cognitive neuroscience will be included. Although there are similarities across each of 
these groups of color, there are unique aspects of each group and much diversity within 
each group. There will be an emphasis on culturally competent research and clinical 
methods. The role of cultural diversity in informing mainstream psychology will be 
considered. 
 The first half of the course will focus on multicultural issues in the context of 
psychology. Topics covered include multicultural research methods, biological 
psychology, developmental psychology, and social psychology. The second half of the 
course will consider psychology in the context of multicultural issues, with a focus on 
particular ethnic groups and clinical issues involving these groups. 
 
Mutual Respect: 
 
  Throughout this course, we will be discussing a variety of socially sensitive and 
controversial issues, some about which you may have strong feelings and attitudes. Thus, 
it will be extremely important to keep an open mind, to listen to others' viewpoints, and 
to tolerate different opinions than your own. In order to get the most out of this course 
and to make this class a rich experience for all of us, it is essential that you treat your 
classmates with respect. Participation in class discussion is encouraged. 
 
Readings: 
 

Required readings for each week of the course are listed below. These readings 
have been selected to provide an in depth look at selected topics. All readings are 
available electronically from Blackboard or the Knight Library.  
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Weekly Discussion Questions: 
 
The class format is intended to be organic, in which students will be able to 

pursue topics and issues of interest to them. Class sessions will primarily involve 
discussion of conceptual and empirical issues. There will also be occasional films and 
guest speakers. The readings are intended as a springboard for discussion, so it is critical 
to prepare for class by completing the reading assignments. I have developed sample 
discussion questions that are posted on Blackboard.  
 Students will provide at least two questions from the readings before each class 
period for possible discussion. Each week each student, other than those making a class 
presentation, will be responsible to lead a 15-minute class discussion on two questions 
which I will assign. Because your weekly discussion questions will help determine the 
focus of the class discussion and questions on the midterm and final examinations will be 
selected from the weekly discussion questions, it behooves you to provide good 
questions! These questions should be e-mailed to me (gnhall@uoregon.edu) by noon on 
the Friday before class. I will select questions to be assigned from your questions or 
those below and post them to Blackboard on Friday afternoons. You should be prepared 
to discuss all questions that I select, in addition to the ones that I assign to you. 
Submitted weekly discussion questions are worth 15% of your course grade. 
 
Term Paper: 
 

Everyone is expected to select a topic of interest involving persons of color in 
North America and to write a review paper. The model for the paper is that typified by 
Psychological Bulletin and Annual Review of Psychology articles. The review should 
cover current theories, current empirical research, and recommendations for future theory 
and research. “Current” generally means within the past five years. Other types of term 
papers, such as an experiment or a grant proposal, are possible.   

I will approach the term paper as analogous to a manuscript submission to a 
journal. Manuscripts are submitted to journals and those of high quality are allowed to be 
resubmitted. Two drafts of the term paper will be required. An advanced draft is due 
Monday, November 17, 2008 by 5pm and is worth 20% of your course grade.  

You will receive written feedback on an advanced draft of the paper before you 
submit the final draft.  The purpose of feedback on the advanced draft is to specifically 
communicate my expectations for the final draft. On the final draft, you should: (1) write 
a memo detailing the revisions you have made in response to my feedback; and (2) 
indicate in the text of the paper (e.g., italics) the specific revisions that you have made to 
the advanced draft.   

The final draft of the term paper is due Wednesday, December 10, 2008 by noon 
and is worth 15% of your course grade. The heavier weighting of the advanced draft 
mirrors the journal submission process; the bulk of the work on a manuscript goes into 
the initial submission and the revision process primarily involves responding to feedback.  

 



Class Presentation: 
 

Each student will be required to make a class presentation of 10-20 minutes on 
their term paper topic. Presentations will begin on Week 2 and I will determine the order. 
Less will be expected of presentations that occur earlier in the course, more of 
presentations that occur later in the course. The class presentation is worth 10% of your 
course grade. 
 
Examinations: 
 
 There will be two examinations, each worth 20% of your course grade. Each 
examination will be posted on Blackboard six days before the due date. The midterm will 
be due by 5pm on Monday, November 3, 2008 and will include four essay questions 
covering the first half of the course. The final will be due by noon on Wednesday, 
December 10, 2008 and will include four essay questions covering the second half of the 
course. The essay questions will be selected from the questions that we discuss in class. 
 Responses to each essay question should be no more than two double-spaced 
pages in Times New Roman 12 pt. font. The midterm and final should be e-mailed to me 
at gnhall@uoregon.edu.  
 
Grading: 
 
  Discussion questions (weekly)  = 15% 
  Midterm examination (due 11/03/08)  = 20% 
  Class presentation    = 10% 
  Advanced draft of term paper (due 11/17/08) = 20% 
  Final draft of term paper (due 12/10/08) = 15% 
  Final examination (due 12/10/08)  = 20% 
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Course Outline 

 
Week  Topic      Reading 
 
1  Introduction     Hall (2006) 
        Leong (2007) 
        D. Sue (2004) 
        S. Sue et al. (in press)    
 
2  Research Methods    Hall (2001) 
        Horrell (2008) 
        Okazaki & Sue (1995) 
        Whaley & Davis (2007) 
 
3  Biological Psychology   Cosmides et al. (2003) 

        Eberhardt (2005) 
        Ota Wang & Sue (2005) 

        Sternberg et al. (2005) 
            
4 Developmental Psychology   Brown & Bigler (2005) 

   Halgunseth et al. (2006) 
   Hughes et al. (2006) 
   Johnson et al. (2003) 
    

5  Social Psychology    Crosby et al. (2006) 
        Gaertner & Dovidio (2005) 
        Hurtado (2005) 
        D. Sue et al. (2007) 
 
Midterm due 11/03/08 
 
6  African Americans    Helms (2007) 

        Mays et al. (2007)  
        Rosenfarb et al. (2006)   

        Szapocznik et al. (2007) 
         
7  Asian Americans    Hall (2002) 

        Hall & Eap (2007) 
        Hwang (2006) 
        Kim et al. (2008) 

         
Advanced draft of term paper due 11/17/08 
 



8  Latino/Latina Americans   Fernandez et al. (2007) 
        Lara et al. (2005) 
        Martinez & Eddy (2005) 
        Muñoz & Mendelson (2005) 
 
9  American Indians    Fisher & Ball (2003) 
        Gone & Alcántara (2007) 
        Hawkins et al. (2004) 
        Whitbeck et al. (2004) 
 
10  Multiracial Americans   Doyle & Kao (2007) 
        Herman (2004) 
        Miville et al. (2005) 
        Shih & Sanchez (2005) 
 
Final draft of term paper and final exam due 12/10/08 
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