Mani began what religion and when?  When did it die out?

How does Manichaeism believe that the light particles became imprisoned in matter? How did light rejoin the world of the good?  How does this involve the moon’s phases?

Who are the elect and the hearers?  What are their roles in Manichaeism’s society?
Who was the emperor that gave favor to this religion?  Why?

What emperor crucified Mani?  When?  For what reason?

What famous Christian man was originally involved in Manichaeism?

When did Mohammed live?

What does Islam mean?  Muslim?

Who did Mohammed see in his visions?  Where were these revelations recorded?

What Christian/Western date marks the beginning of the Islamic religion?  Why?

What was the Hijrah?

Yathrib (Medina) is significant for what reason?

Kab’ah is what important place in Islamic culture?

What’s the difference between prophets and messengers?

Who are the 5 messengers in Islam?

Koran (Qu’ran) is a record of what?  What are the chapters called?  How many are there?
How do we know that there were different versions of the Koran at one time?
In what language and in what way should the Qu’ran be read?

The sunnah of the prophet includes what three components?
What is the Hadith and what is the Isnad that verifies them?
What is commentary on the Qu’ran called?

The Caliph held what position in early Islam?  Who was the first?  Second?  Third?  Fourth?  How/why did early Muslims come up with this position?
The earliest Shi’is were supporters of whom to be the political leader of Islam?  How is this generalized today?  Sunnis supported whom?  How is this generalized today?

The Umayyad dynasty ruled when?  Where did they move the capital from/to?

The Abbasid dynasty ruled when?  Where did they move the capital from/to?  Why was this a significant move for Islam?

Name the five pillars of Islam in Arabic and explain what they mean in English. 

Is Islam more orthopraxic or othrodoxic?  
Who were Hasan, Hussein and Fatima?

Who is Agha Khan?  Why is he important to some Shiites?  
What’s the difference between the Caliphate and the Imamate?  (hint: not just WHO the leader is, but WHAT the leadership is suppose to be).

What Islamic tradition did the Druze develop out of?  Whom did they revere as God incarnate?  When did he live?  Were they muslims? 
What level of secrecy do the Druze uphold with respect to their traditions?

How is Islam like Judaism in regards to their religious leaders?

What kinds of things differentiate the 5 schools of Islamic law?

How many Sunni schools are there?  Shi’i?  What type of Shi’i?

What is the mufti’s role in Islamic countries or cities?

How is ijtihad used to address modernity?

What are the four categories of behaviors in Islamic law?  Examples of each?
What were the two main schools of Islamic thought in the 8th/9th centuries?

What three major ideas did they disagree on? How did Ash’ari solve this debate?  
Who was the revered Spanish Islamic philosopher in late 1100’s?  (his Arabic and Western names.)  What did he see as the two paths to the same information? 

Who were some important Islamic mystics in the 800’s?  What did they believe?

What are three things that characterize modern Islam?

Is there a conflict between Islam and western science?  Why or why not?  Who says so?

What country is seen as the most secular Islamic country today?  

Who was Ataturk and what significance did he have to modern Turkey?

Who were the Muslim Brothers and what was their goal?  Where and when were they active? 

Vocab

Mandeans – religion historically located in the Mesopotamia area, founded by John the Baptist, dualists, baptisms restore light to light world, frequent baptisms

Yezidis – religion that appeared in 14th century, syncretic, worship Malak Ta’us (Peacock Angel), believe in metempsychosis of souls, reverence for Sheik ‘Adi, believe they’re descendants of Yezid I and not Adam, “Book of Revelations” and “Black Writings” are sacred scriptures

Malak Ta’us – peacock angel worshiped by Yezidis as chief angel

Metempsychosis – reincarnation of souls

Sheik ‘Adi – Yezidis have a great reverence for him

Yezid I – Yezidis believe that they are descendant from him, not Adam

Baha’i – religion that emerged from 12’er Shi’ism, believes that all previous religions are leading up to Baha’i, even though they interpret these religions differently than practitioners, 5,000,000 in world today. 

Bab – “the gateway” in Baha’i, who is identified as Sayyid Ali Muhammad 

Sayyid Ali Muhammad – founder and gateway of Baha’i

Mirza Husayn Ali Nuri (Baha’u’llah) – “glory of god”.  Is the prophet whom the Bab predicted, wrote 100 volumes of works that are sacred scripture to Baha’i.

Ishmael – son of Abraham, according to Muslims

Wali – Sufi saint

Who did the Mandeans claim as the founder of their religion?  What do they believe will restore the light particles to the world of the light?  

Where are the Yezidis located in the world, mostly?  When did this religion appear?  What religions are syncretized into this one (there are lots, but what are the two main ones)?  Who do they worship?  Why might they be seen as devil worshipers from an outside point of view?  What do they believe happens to souls when they die?  What are their sacred scriptures called?

Baha’i emerged from what form of Islam?  Who is the founder?  What century was this religion founded?  Who took leadership after the founder was killed?  What do they believe about other religions of the world?

What is theosophical Sufism?  Who was the most important theosophical master in Spain in the 1100’s?  What did he believe?  Who was Rumi and what did he believe?

What was unique about Islamic Spain (as opposed to Islam practiced elsewhere)?  How long was Islamic rule of Spain?  Who were some key figures during this time?  

