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- So many milestones! So many reasons to
celebrate our community's past, present and future.

Join the city of Gresham and our partners in 2065,

when Oregon's fourth-largest city observes its 100th

anniversary with a yearlong calendar of communmity-
wide events to mark this historic occasion.

7%
|

Everyone in Gresham and surrounding communities is
invited to take part in the festivities. We hope you
enjoy what we have planned. Many dedicated volun-
teers and sponsors, in partnership with the city of

- Diamond
TRIGQMET

See where it takes you.

B
During the 100-Year Celebration, ’
plan your trip at TriMet.org
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Hollywood Signs :
um Mount Hood Mml Center S

Giresham, have been working together for the past 14
months to plan the Gresham 100-Year Celebration,
taking great care 1o ensure events and activities;
= Honor Gresham's past - The 100-Year
Celebration will honor Gresham's history, while
offering new opportunities to integrate future

long-term goals.

= Share Gresham's story - The 100- Year
Celebration will provide opportunities to share
Gresham's illustrious history throughout the
region and other contemporaries such as our

Sister Cities.
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Umpqua Bank
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Weston Pontiac
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Courtyard Fountains Retirement Community
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« Launch future projects - The 100-Year
Celebration will provide support for the future
Gresham Center for the Arts, revitalize commu-
nity planning initiatives and stimulate interest
in projects to benefit future generations.
Demonstrate community partnership - The
Gresham 100-Year Celebration will showcase
our community strength and civie pride lhmugh
public/private sponsorships. ;

Visit www.ci.gresham.orus!1Kk-year for a complete listing
of Gresham 100-Year Celebration events and activities.

Sapphire
bt /oce
| e (\eoEmno \/
. (-Em‘;'"'" Lt Portiand General Electric

P.'nnnmg for the Gmham JDG-lrar Celebration

began almost two years ago, with the creation of the
100-Year Celebration Task Force. Please join us in
thanking members for their leadership and commitment:

Shane Bemis, Gresham City Council President. Chairman
Joe Anderson, Gresham Fire & Emergency Services

Rob Brading, Multnomah Community Television

Tam Driscoll, City of Gresham

Kathy Everett. Gresham Downtown Development Association
Pat Fiedler, Toy Bear, Ltd

Mark Garber, The Gresham Outlook

Bonnie Hoffower, City of Gresham

Vickie Kavanagh, The Oregonian

Pat Martin, Mt. Hood Commumity College

Greg Matthews, Gresham Fire & Emergency Services
Sharon Neshit, The Gresham Outlook

Carol Nielsen-Hood, Gresham Area Chamber of Commerce
Connie Otto, City of Gresham

Laureva Slavshy, Gresham Art Committee

Pat Stone, Gresham Historical Society

Athena Vadnais, Gresham-Barlow School District
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Citizens can join the birthday celebration

he year 2005 is a special one for our city
TThurcIurL‘. in addition to wishing all Gresham resi-
dents a happy new vear, 1t is a privilege for me to
wish our community 4 happy 100th anniversary.
It is exciting to be a pan of the Gresham 100-Year
Celebration. Many dedicated volunteers and sponsors, in

partnership with the city, have been working together the

past 14 months to plan the best birthday ever — a year-
long celebration with fun and meaningful events for
everybody

Did you know, before economic development such as
Boeing and Gresham Station arrived, Gresham was a
crossroads village with just four public buildings in
18842 It wasn't until 1904 that the town elected its first
mayor and city councilors. The village was incorporated
on Feb. 11, 1905, by the 23rd Oregon legislative assem-
bly and had a population of 365. The mayor and council
changed our title from a town to the city of Gresham in
1921.

Gresham residents take tremendous pride in sharing
their great sense of community. We are fortunate that
our grandparents, parents, friends and neighbors have
left us with a vibrant and meaningful legacy.

ty to the city for $1 a year so that the city could build at
town hall, jail and firehouse. Now that’s community spir-
it. How about a local florist who in 1949 was driving

AN INVITATION
To PARTICIPATE

by SHANE
BEMIS

through town and noticed that there were many places

. 1o plant petunias. They were concerned that Gresham
¢ would not be as beautiful as Stayton or Sheridan, so they

gave away flowers for citizens 1o plant. More recently,
the Gradin Sports Park has received almost $10 million

. dollars in donations. And, the land was donated, oo

: The city was also the recipient of a land donation in his-
¢ toric downtown Gresham. This land will, in the near

¢ future, house the Center for the Arts. These are all amaz-
i ing acts of generosity, and it speaks volumes of all of us
i as 2 community.

For instance, in 1906 John Metzger leased his proper- !

We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity during the

Gresham 100-Year Celebration, and maybe even an obli-
¢ gation, 1o learn about where we've been and where
: we're going. We have a duty to teach and instill in our

CONGRATULATIONS GRESHAM
-ON YOUR 100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY!

BOYDS COFFEE STORE
119730 N.E. Sandy Blvd.
503-666-4561

Locally roaskd gpeaalty ees since 1900, still family-owned

| .and operated.. Han draftad espresso drinks, rare estate teas,
whole-bean ﬁ%és Northwest gifts, and pastries too.

mton'ur programs.’

,%{\Isb vkut ollr other retatl stores:

! i 7 Stadium

1501 S.W. Taylor St.
503-241-6404

OFFEE.com '

Take Out Service

17937 SE Stark St., Portland
503-669-8767 or 503-666-8684

Lounge: 503-669-0727

HOURS: Sunday to Thursday 11am till 11pm
Friday & Saturday 11am till Midnight

LUNCHEON SPECIALS
11:00am to 3:00pm daily 5

. children the same community values that we were so
¢ fortunate to learn. The more interested and involved citi-

zens are in the wellbeing of Gresham, the more prosper-

. ous we'll be

My first job in Gresham, when 1 was a student at

- Gresham High School, was working downtown for
i Gordon Stone in his clothing store. A true community-
¢ minded and family-owned business, it was a gathering

spot for community movers and shakers. Working down-

¢ 1own, surrounded by people in twne with their commu-
i nily, is where I learned my own sense of civic responsi-
¢ bility.

Different generations remember different things about
Gresham's history, and in planning the 100-Year

. Celebration, it has been fun to tie them together, whether
- it's stories about picking berries after school or walking
- in the annual Teddy Bear Parade for the first time

The biggest unsolved Gresham mystery to me and

. many others is: What happened 1o the Statue of Liberty?

- Long ago, Gresham businessmen chipped in to buy a

. replica of the Stawe of Liberty from a traveling salesman.
¢ Itstood on display at the fountain on the busy corner of
- Main Avenue near where Jazzy Bagels is now. Then it was
¢ taken down, stored and eventually disappeared.

¢ Throughout the years people have tried to find it. We still

mrs 1o CITIZENS, Next Pu

\

e Pasta

e Pizza

e Sandwiches
e Soups

e Salads
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Citizens: Centennial events
include gala and family day

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

get phone calls of potential sightings
Al the City Council meeting Tuesday, Jan. 4., a

12-by-9-foot rendering of a watercolor depicting :

that very busy corner where the Statue of Liberty
stood was unveiled. This wonderful painting by
Dr. Michael Hill recreates the scene from an old
photo.

During our 100-Year Celebration there is a
big weekend in February that 1 would like to see
all Gresham residents take part in. Friday, Feb
11, the very day our city was incorporated 100

Persimmon Country Club. The Gresham 100-
Year Gala is going to be a grand night of great
food, live music, dancing and a show featuring
Gresham through the decades.

The following day, Saturday, Feb. 12, 100-
Year committee member Pat Fiedler and her
team of volunteers has created a free family fes-
tival in historic downtown Gresham. Gresham
Remembers: A 100-Year Celebration will have
families enter into a time machine and arrive in
early Gresham. There will be historic and inter-

active exhibits for children and adults. Trolley
rides will transport people from the former JC
Penney building downtown to more activities
planned at the Gresham Library and Gresham
History Museum. In addition to antique cars and

¢ entertainment, Margaret Eng of the Multnomah

Education Service District is planning an old-

- time logging exhibit.

This will truly be a year for Gresham to
remember. It's not everyday a city celebrates its
100-year anniversary. Please join us and make

the.Gresham 100-Year Celebration a year that
e finifirciscs b scheihiled i will go down in history as the biggest celebra-
are ann an con _raiser is sche at | .
years 4go, an evening fund-raiser Is scheduled al = o0 gur community has seen in 100 years and

i the next 100 to come

Shane Bemis is a Gresham city councilor,

© council president and chairman of the 100-

Year Committee. A full schedule of Gresham
100-Year Celebration activities is available

: online at www.ci.Gresham.or.us/100-Year.

General information, including bow to volun-

i leer or lo participate as a sponsor, is avail-
i able by calling the Gresbam 100-Year phone
i line, 503-618-2100.

We're opening. Ain’t that grand?

When you need a car, good thing there's a new Avis location right in your neighborhood.

Plus to celebrate our grand opening, we're offering you a great deal. Stop by and save big.
5 S YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD AVIS LOCATION:

Gresham, OR = 2830 N.E. Hogan Dr., Suite K  503-492-3427

e

A message from the mayor

ncredible. We're 100 years old this year. It makes me smile when

Iillhink about it — I wonder what it was like back then, with a
orse and a chicken in most backyards

and only one school. And for entertainment,
maybe a trip downtown to the Gresham fair-
grounds two or three times a year. With a
population of just more than 300, they had
clean air, open spaces, the city council met at
Metzger’s Feed Store and my aunt told me
“neighbors took care of neighbors.”

And here we are today, 94,000-plus citi-
zens and counting,

7 o MAYOR
Gresham is my town, my place, and CHARLES
where I want to be. My wife, Elaine, and 1 BECKER

have lived here for 43 years; I can’t imagine

living and raising a family anywhere else. Life is good for us, and
we've been happy here. Right now, as mayor of Gresham, I partici-
pate in shaping our city and our future, sharing the vision of our
leaders, hearing the ideas of our elected officials, but most impor-
tant of all, listening to you. -

I may be retired from my years as a professor at Portland State
University, but I'm a long way from retiring in my job of taking care
of this place — this town — these people. Not always as Gresham's
mayor, but bet on it, I'll still be around taking care of business.

I hope you'll join us and celebrate Gresham's centennial birthday
this year. Should be fun; let's enjoy the party!

— Mayor Charles Becker
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GRESHAM 2005 TiME To CELEBRATE

Many people
helped make
this history
possible

t gets complicated when you give a town a birthday
Ip'.lrh_.' The first thing you have to figure out is when it
was born. Was it when jackson Powell arrived in
Powell’s Valley in 18517 When others followed him into

Powell’s Valley in 1852 and 18537 When the name
Gresham first surfaced with the creation of the post
office in 18847

Do we count conception — when the idea of a town
hecame a spark in the eye of city fathers? Or is the birth

Gresham founders voted to establish a bona fide,
number one, genuinely incorporated town in 1904. But
the incorporation papers didn’t come through uniil
February 1905. Most cities use incorporation dates
because — hey; a town isn't really a town until it you
pay it taxes, right? So Gresham was a done deal in 1905.

By then the City Council had been meeting and doing,
stuff, electing a mayor, Lewis Shattuck, and passing laws,
which, technically, nobody had to obey until the legal
papers came through. Ordinance No. 1 on June 16,
1904, dealt with a bond for the treasurer, recorder and

marshal of the town of Gresham. The second established

the order of the council’s business and after that they
tackled “promiscuous shooting” of firecrackers and
firearms, the running of large livestock through town,
licensing of saloons and an ordinance providing for the
taxing and killing of dogs that ran at large.

11 1904 Gresham was incorporated. The articles of incorpo-

ration provided for a mayor, a recorder, a tzeasurer, a mar-

, and 6 councilmen. Those selected by a majority vote of

the citizens were Lewis Shattuck, mayor; H. L. St Clair,

recorder; Joseph D. Regner, tréasurer; Byron W, Emery, mar-

shal. The six councilmen were George W. Kenney, Thomas R.

Howett, Charles Merrill, Jolin Conley, John H. Metzger, and

Jacob G. Metzger. All excepting two of these officers — Lewis

Shattuck of Vancouver, Wash., and Byron W. Emery, of Gresham
_ --Wmmmmmmummm

: 6. W, Metzger — 1941
; mmhmmmsmmrpmm¢mksmpt of
HL St ity recorder. The task fit neatly with his
later job The Gresham Outlook. City

Uiz Comcﬂmmw#l&omMImrsesmonﬂl.so

A FEwW
Worbps OF
INTRODUCTION

by SHARON
NESBIT

a small conflict of interest, but people didn’t worry

- about those things then. Steers, hogs and dogs running

amok were much bigger problems. And saloons. You

- wouldn't want as many saloons as Troutdale had, no sir-

- On the other hand, you didn't want to be quite as pure
- as Fairview, which didn't have so much as a pool hall.

1904 with 250 people and now, topping 90,000 souls,
¢ some of whom are so new they don't know the differ-

of a city the day the deal is signed, sealed and delivered? | "¢ between Gresham and Troutdale.

A party is a good idea. We will tell Gresham's stories.

* We'll look at the old photos and remember. We'll think

i about the last 100 years and wonder how they got

through the first 50 without Dea’s hamburgers.

- The Gresham Outlook’s
. “A Century of Community”
! nd now, about this publication. Much of what

appears in this, The Gresham Outlook’s, “A Century chance 1o tell the story of your family life here. For pur-

i poses of publication, please keep your story to about

f Community,” comes from our own files and

¢ archives. The Outlook, established 1911, is one of

Gresham's oldest businesses. We are proud of that, and
have taken the liberty — never argue with people who
buy ink by the barrel — of puwng our history in this
commemorative edition.

We have drawn on stories from our old newspapers
and from a very messy accumulation of notes, inter-
views, historical tidbits, random conversations and trivia
that has piled up on and around my desk since 1 came
1o work at The Outlook in 1968.

This publication — all you publishers and former
publishers out there — is the reason I never cleaned my
desk. What my excuse will be after this, I have no idea.

But this publication would not exist without the work
of many others and the first thanks must go to the dedi-
cated historians of the Gresham Historical Society, par-
ticularly Wink Chilton and his crew of writers who have
published two volumes of Gresham history. Add to that
Pat Stone and Utahna Kerr and the volunteers who have
worked years 1o keep track of Gresham’s memories and
a trove of photos.

We also relied on two earlier Gresham historians,
Mary Powell Malleit and Howard Archer, who published

¢ histories of the city.

Other information came from the Troutdale, Crown

¢ Point Country, Fairview Rockwood Wilkes, David
i Douglas and Oregon historical societies. We also bor-
¢ rowed on occasion from The Oregonian and from the

old Oregon Journal. We used the works of Corbett histo-
rian Clarence Mershon, former Outlook reporter Anne

. Endicott, Rockwood writer Helen Greene, Mt Hood

Community College writers Sed and Betty Stuart, Irene

¢ Bradfield and William Murphy and George Miller, retired
i weather forecaster and author of two books on local

10 speak. Being publisher and recorder might have been westies

Here at The Outlook, we pulled away from their regu-

lar jobs Dawn Wiek, Flint Carlton, David Boehmke,

¢ Matthew Hunt, David Bail, Tiffaney 0'Dell, Janie

i Nafsinger and dumped extra loads on the rest of our
: B : AR : staff to make this happen. Outlook Publisher Mark

© ree. Y Id see the trouble that b elting into.
e T TN 8 e 0 i Garber has been a part of this project from the very
i beginning

Gresham grew up to be a res le town, starting in |
» S podiy 8" Readers can send us

. their own Gresham stories

likely will not find all the errors in this publi-
\ R ’ cation and hope that you do and let us know. In

surveying a 100 years, we've left some events

¢ and people out for any number of reasons. But as resi-

i dents of 100-year-old Gresham, we give you the opportu-
i nity of making up for any oversights by writing your own
: Gresham stories and sending them to us, with photos for
i publication.

We will call it “Living in Gresham™ and it will be your

i 1,500 words or less. Provide us with a couple pictures
i that we might use, give us a name, phone number and

address so that we may work with you on printing your
story.

In the meantime, read this with our thanks for being
faithful readers for so many years and join us this year
in celebrating Gresham's centennial birthday.

— Sharon Nesbit
Gresham Outlook
Feb. 5, 2005

e
Iebrat'ng a Century of Commu™ y







