
I'vents of Ihe I'll'l yur h.a"c placed higbcr oNU"a1l0n squarely In the eenl,·r of I"" flul>lic
lIch"l c over IImell "a ' , fUlll,.., con'l"'lI11,'eneS" In tbe "wid econo",y , [)urn' l> th" penod
we 1I" "e ""<~, a "at iL'ty 01' ur~a",l_cJ e lTorh oeckl1l1! 10 bO"'1 OUt nal iona l cu",pcl, ti,'cncss
t h r ou ~h ch"nl!e '" i",'e,'",,,nt In our S)'SI"m "f h,ithn C'duealll.n The ... ciT"." have
itld ud"d II><" ""r ~ of Ihe Sl'dlinl!s Comm,~,on on the f utu re o f l lol>hcr 1',d uca1l"n as
" " II as Ihn.'" f,nc t<-port_ Rutlti.: ,~I><n.. Ihc r""Ir...,,,i.:SI""" and B.')"",J Bill.. ""d
H"r.,<'r~, i,,"C'd t>y the Nall"""\ Ac.o<krrucs, and .\f"'fgiJll"tll Uot, F ill",,,. by lho:
Ad" ,....)' Commi1l"" on Studm' Fin.ano; ,a l Aultlan<:e , ConpC'M ha.t al.., mode Ih lS hn~

be""","" lnjl""r oNuo;ahon and I!.lobal~Il,,'e~ ,n debal". surround",l!.lJlc,
,,,,"uthormnrorr o j'1M Ih~ Education Acl and Olho:r IeIJ..lation_ And we '''''''''blngly
see ""w inn;.II\'.,.............h... PTe-.>Jcn1 Bu... ·o Amcri<an Compet'h"ennl lnll~ll"e and
dloth ",thin odtn frdnalall""C~ "",h .. \he \)era-nmenlS of Educalion.\ am and
Slale

CIea,'y. !hI< ' s an OfIPOIlll"" ttlnc for lbc ""'denh,p of lugher cduc.non '0 step f""'<lrd
and uke ad"anlage of lim poI,C)' ehm.l~ ehanlle We be lie"e " 'e must proacliu,ly
enl!a~" ,n this deNt" so that pohey rnnns are ... arc o f the enormous strenitlh and
d ,, 'ers ily of hill"'" <:dueallon and !he .e"",u'eeI Wt .. e "',11 bnnll tc the 1''''''''" As the
p"lIcy di ...·u..ions mo"" fo,," a .d , 'I is exIJ..mdy ,mportanl lhat "'e nol he dd irleJ hy
lho.... without. uniqu" a!'l're<:ialio n o f our enl"'l'riilC

Though we eunlinue lu face chall enges in !he I'eu of re.., a rch and gradu ~ te edu ,~lion,

the current policy debale~ bear directly on undergraduate <:du,alion. particularly as they
re late 10 imporlant issues such as access, ilITOfdabiliry. cu rriculum and educa tional
ou"'o mes. 'The assumption underlying many of the policy recommendations ..e have
seen in these .reas is thaI change is nocCSAry and that colleges and Ilni' ersll ies have
bc..... un..;lling <If unable to ec so . We strongly ehallmge suc h aIliUD1pIions. and
,k'InOIlSlnl!e thaI our insli!lllions are no! only dynamic and di,'cI'SC bul ready to work
proacri, -e ly 10 ImprM'e undcrl;Ddua~ C<!ueanon from;on already finn found.llion

Ul=tel}'. o:aeh insl\!ution W 10 uekle these:~ mdi,-iduall}' based on ill mission
~nd edll,alional ~ri,'es, And iI is true !hal ...e could probably do a benet job of
ooI"bor;r.lin~ ,,;!h each o ther Bu, the mulliple patrons of. and p;r.nie:ip;r.nu in, higher
education illl have roles 10 play. SUle and fedenl go'-emments. 10 cite the most ob.'ious
exampks. ha'-e CSS<"Tllial supporting roles, The Wa..hin~ presidenlial higher



,
ed\lC~tion auociahons. workin, ,,-jth allied orpniutions. must p ia)" a ~on"~inll and
courdina llng role in hdping their mnnbet instirulioM addrC'Sli lh~ j"'l>e$

Tbe,dore we rommend 10you the atlKbed Ooo:umcnl AJdreui"g lite Clw llrtr/{t'S F<U'''f{

A"'..nn," V ..J<-rgraJ"<JICEdWCill,,,,, We ~hnc !his docummll't'J'R'$Ctlts a cnK~1 fin!
skp In I process IiwII ...iIl not only IlIM'Sbal our 0"" .-..;ution l'CSOIIr«$ '" hvnns thI S

eli"".l.: o f ch.m~'C. but also thc oollect ive rnourttS of 3.SOO U,S wIlqr:C5 and
unl....·ls m..,; to engage aoo k\"CTll~ d fnns . -,th SUle Ind fedenl poli<:)- mol,," We I""k
r"nur.! to you. act,v.. m""h~t In this f'l <><:eAi ,

SlIlttlC"]Y.
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