
Phil 101: Philosophical Problems 
Spring 2013 

CRN 36556       Dana Rognlie  
MTWR 9-9:50a      Email: rognlie@uoregon.edu 
Gerlinger 303      Office: PLC 318 

Office Hours: Wednesday 10-11:50a 
 and by appointment 

Course Description: 
 This course is designed to be an introduction to the basic problems encountered in the 
history of Western philosophy. This course begins by thinking with the Ancients about what an 
examined life is, how to attain the good life, and the origin of the freedom of the will. With this 
exploration comes the division between the body and the soul and their relation, which we will 
dwell on with Descartes. After reviewing Descartes’ proofs for the existence of God, we will 
explore issues of faith, its absurdity, and its critics. Moving from the materialist and 
psychological objections to faith, we will move on to explore issues of identity (particularly race, 
sex, and sexual orientation) and relevant political questions. The course will conclude with 
Nietzsche’s problematization of the ‘problems’ of philosophy, leaving us to wonder whether 
these problems are really problems at all.  
 
Required Texts:  

Descartes, Discourse on Method and Meditations on First Philosophy, trans. by Cress, 
 Hackett 4th ed. 

 Kierkegaard, Fear and Trembling/Repetition trans. by Hong and Hong, Princeton UP 
 Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil trans. by Kaufmann, Vintage 
 All other readings available on Blackboard 
   
 
Course Requirements: 
 Citizenship (20%) 
 One 3-4p paper on the examined life or free will (20%) 
 One 3-4p paper on the mind/body problem (20%) 
 One 3-4p paper on faith and its critics (20%) 
 One 3-4p paper on identity politics or problematizing the problems of philosophy (20%) 
  
Citizenship: 

As previously stated, there will be a large amount of discussion in this course.  A bare 
minimum (i.e., a C grade) is to come to class with the reading printed out and read. Clearly, your 
attendance is necessary for any discussion to happen, but it is also your responsibility to 
participate in class discussions and to do so respectfully. In an effort to foster such participation, 
you should think of yourself as a citizen of a learning community. This can take a number of 
forms that we will discuss. 
 
Papers: 

Philosophy papers are argumentative essays, and the papers in this course are designed 
to both test your knowledge of the course material as well as your ability to form a coherent 
argument. There should be a clearly stated (or implied) thesis that has the support of reasons or 
warrants. Papers should be written in a reasonable font (Times New Roman 12pt, Calibri 11pt, 
etc) and be double-spaced. Philosophy does not have a standard format for citations, but they 



will be expected. We will go over this in class as the first paper approaches. Suggested essay 
topics will be distributed for all four papers, though students are encouraged to create their 
own topic with instructor approval. The first three papers are due at the beginning of class of 
their due date, and the final paper is due by 5PM on the Friday of finals week. All un-excused 
late papers will receive reduced grades. Except in unusual circumstances, papers more than a 
week late will only be accepted for credit.  

Grading: 
92% or above A  73-76%  C 
90-92%  A-  70-72%  C- 
87-89%  B+  67-69%  D+ 
83-86%  B  63-66%  D 
80-82%  B-  60-62%  C- 
77-79%  C+  0-59%  F 

 
Academic Integrity: 

This is my least favorite part of any syllabus, as it assumes the worst in students. I like to 
assume you all are honest students. Please do not prove me wrong. Just follow the University of 
Oregon's Student Conduct Code (http://conduct.uoregon.edu). Those students who fail to 
comply will receive a failing grade and be reported according to university policy. 
 
Disability: Please see me if you require accommodations.  

NO ELECTRONICS unless you have a documented disability. 
 
Other Resources: 
Office of Affirmative Action: 541-346-3123 and aaeo.uoregon.edu 
Sexual Assault Support Services: 541-343-SASS 
 
 
Schedule (subject to change): 
Week 1  I: The Examined Life 
April  1 No class (instructor away at a conference)—PLEASE PRINT AND REVIEW THE 
  SYLLABUS. You will be expected to have the syllabus with you on Wednesday.  

2 Plato, Euthyphro. Guest Lectured by Alan Reynolds (instructor away at a   
  conference) 
 3 Plato, Euthyphro continued and short introduction to the course. 

4 Plato, Apology 
Week 2   
April 8 Plato, Apology cont. 

9 Plato, Crito 
10 Plato, Crito cont. 

 11 Augustine, Confessions selections 
Week 3  
 15 Augustine, Confessions cont. 
 16 Arendt, “What is Freedom?” 

17 Arendt, “What is Freedom?” cont. 
18 Workshop: How to write a philosophy paper.  

Week 4 II: Mind/Body  
22 Paper 1 Due 

http://conduct.uoregon.edu/


Descartes, Meditations I-II 
23 Descartes, Meditations III 
24 Descartes, Meditations IV 
25 Descartes, Meditations V 

Week 5 
29 Descartes, Meditations VI 
30  Elisabeth of Bohemia, “Correspondence with Descartes” 

May 1 Dewey, “The Reflex Arc Concept in Psychology” 
 2 In class video: The Matrix (instructor away at a conference) 
Week 6  III: Faith and its Critics 
May 6 Paper 2 Due 

Tolstoy, “My Confession”  
 7 Kierkegaard, “Preface,” “Exordium,” “Problema I” from Fear and Trembling  
 8 Kierkegaard, “Problema II” from Fear and Trembling  
 9 Kierkegaard, “Problema III” and “Epilogue” from Fear and Trembling 
  [Note: “Problema III” is lengthy. Though you are encouraged to read it in its  
  entirety, cuts will be announced in class.] 
Week 7    
 13 James, “The Will to Believe” 
 14 Marx, “Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right: Introduction” 
 15 Nietzsche, Anti-Christ, aphorisms 1-18 
 16 Freud, “The Psychical Origin of Religious Ideas” 
Week 8  IV: Identity (Politics) 
 20 Paper 3 Due 

DuBois, “The Conservation of Races” 
 21 DuBois, “Of Our Spiritual Strivings” from The Souls of Black Folk 
 22 DuBois, “The Souls of White Folk” 
 23 DuBois, cont. 
Week 9 
 27 Memorial Day—No class 
 28 Beauvoir, “Introduction” to The Second Sex 
 29 Young, “Throwing Like a Girl”  
 30 Kusalik, “Identity, Schmidentity” 
Week 10 V: Problematizing the Problems of Philosophy 
June 3 Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil Preface  
 4 Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil Book 1 
 5 Nietzsche, Gay Science “In what way we, too, are still too pious” (344), “Long  
  live physics!” (335), others TBA 
 6 Nietzsche: Twilight of the Idols “How the ‘true’ world finally became   
  fiction” 
Finals Week 
 10 Final Paper due at 5p 
 
     

 
 


