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Education

University of Oregon, Ph.D. (in progress)

University of Oregon, M.A. 2007

Oglethorpe University, B.A. 2004

Area of Specialization
19th and 20th century Continental Philosophy

Heidegger
Dissertation: “The Claim of Language: A Phenomenological Approach” 

Committee: John Lysaker (Emory University), Beata Stawarska, Peter Warnek, Jeffrey Librett (external reader)
Areas of Concentration

Buddhist Philosophy

German Idealism
Ancient Greek Philosophy
Philosophy of Language (especially literature and rhetoric)

Scholarships and Awards

DAAD Research Grant at Albert-Ludwigs-Universität (University of Freiburg), 
Freiburg im Breisgau, Germany 2009

SPEP Graduate Student Award for best submission by a graduate student, Society 
for Phenomenological and Existential Philosophy 2009

Graduate Research Award, Philosophy Department, University of Oregon 2009

George Rebec Prize for Best Graduate Student Essay, University of Oregon 2007

James Edward Oglethorpe Scholarship, Oglethorpe University 2000-2004
Publications

“The Pre-worldly Past: On Nostalgia in Freudian Psychoanalysis,” forthcoming in 
Philosophy Today, SPEP edition (Messenger Press), 2010
“Finding Ourselves in Language: On the Theme of Language in Heidegger’s 
Unterwegs zur Sprache,” article in anthology Heidegger und Literatur (Verlag Vittorio Klosterman), 
2010
 “Ordinary Mind and the Mumonkan,” forthcoming in the Comparative and 
Continental Philosophy Journal (Equinox Press), 2010 

“On Vandevelde’s ‘Translation as Potentialization’,” Proceedings of the 
Heidegger Circle, 2009

(One other article, “The Ethics of Rhetoric: A Reading of Political Oratory in 
Aristotle and Emerson,” is currently under review by The Journal of Speculative 
Philosophy.)

Conference Presentations

Graduate

“The Pre-worldly Past: On Nostalgia in Freudian Psychoanalysis” (2009, Annual 
Meeting of the Society for Phenomenological and Existential Philosophy, 
Arlington, VA) 

“Finding Ourselves in Language: On the Theme of Entanglement in Heidegger’s 
Unterwegs zur Sprache” (2009, Heidegger Gesellschaft, Marbach am Neckar, 
Germany)

“The Ethics of Rhetoric: A Reading of Political Oratory in Aristotle and 
Emerson” (2008, Northwest Philosophy Conference, Eugene, OR)

“Ordinary Mind in the Mumonkan” (2008, Comparative and Continental 
Philosophy Circle, East West Center, University of Hawaii, HA)

“The Geheimnis of Language in Paul Celan’s Meridian” (2007, Participants’ 
Conference, Collegium Phaenomenologicum, Citta di Castello, Umbria, Italy)

“Awakening Words: Poetic Language in the Zen Tradition” (2007, International 
Comparative and Continental Philosophy Circle, Seattle, WA)

“Thinking God: Hegel and the Pantheism Controversy” (2006, Spinoza Society 
Meeting at the American Philosophical Association, Chicago, IL)

“Hegel and Jacobi: On Thinking and Intuiting” (2006, American Philosophical 
Association, Portland, OR) 

“Necessity out of the Force of Wonder” (2005, Merleau-Ponty and Schelling 
Conference, Florence, Italy)

“Waiting for the Inevitable: A reading of time and sacrifice in the Death of 
Socrates” (2005, Ancient Philosophy Society Meeting, Eugene, OR)

“Suffer me the Insufferable: Paul Celan’s Affliction ” (2004, Participants’ 
Conference, Collegium Phaenomenologicum, Citta di Castello, Umbria, Italy)

Undergraduate

“The Beginning and End from the Perspective of Writing” (2004, Oglethorpe 
University Liberal Arts Symposium, Atlanta, GA)

“Thinking Emptiness through Psychoanalysis and the Kyoto School” (2004, 
Georgia Continental Philosophy Circle, Kennesaw, GA)

“Difference and Sameness in the Timaeus” (2004, University of North Carolina at 
Asheville, Asheville, NC)

“Meditations on Deleuze and Klossowski’s Reading of Nietzsche” (2003, 
Southeastern Undergraduate Philosophy Conference, Sewanee, TN)

“On Deleuze’s Deconstruction of Hegelian Negativity” (2003, The Exquisite 
Corpse, Kennesaw University, Kennesaw, GA)

Teaching Employment History

Instructor positions

College Composition, University of Oregon 2008-2010
Philosophy of Religion, University of Oregon 2006
Eastern Philosophy, University of Oregon 2005
Graduate teaching assistantships

Ethics, University of Oregon, 2008 

Logic, Inquiry and Argument, University of Oregon 2007
19th Century Philosophy, University of Oregon 2007
Ancient Philosophy, University of Oregon 2007
Social and Political Philosophy, University of Oregon 2006 
Eastern Philosophy, University of Oregon 2005
Human Nature, University of Oregon 2004, 2005, 2006 
Existentialism, University of Oregon 2005 & 2008 
Research Experience

Indexing and Proofreading for Dr. John Lysaker, Professor of Philosophy, 2007

Research Assistantship for Dr. John Lysaker, Professor of Philosophy, 2006

Research Assistantship on General Education for Dr. Wendy Larson, Dean of the 
College of Arts & Sciences, 2006 

Language Proficiency

German (passed proficiency test at the University of Oregon in Summer 2007; 
attended a one-month intensive language course at the Sprachenatelier Institüt 
of Berlin in the summer of 2009)

Attic Greek (passed proficiency requirement at the University of Oregon in Spring 
2005)

Spanish (passed proficiency requirement in 2004; currently retain some speaking 
and reading proficiency)

Sample Courses

Introduction to Philosophy

Kant’s Critical Philosophy
Ancient Philosophy


Heidegger



19th Century Philosophy


Ordinary Language Philosophy

Asian Philosophy



Philosophy of Literature
Ethics




The Kyoto School

Philosophy of Religion


Philosophy of Film

Critical Thinking



Psychoanalysis and Philosophy

Aristotle




Buddhist Philosophy of Language

Romanticism and Transcendentalism
Philosophy of Rhetoric



Service History

Response to Pol Vandevelde, Heidegger Circle, Cincinnati, OH, 2009

Moderator at Philosophical Inquiry into Mothering Conference, Eugene, OR 
2009

Substitute lecture (1) for Dr. John Lysaker’s 19th Century Philosophy class, 2007

Response to Melanie Shepherd, Northwest Philosophy Conference, Portland, OR 
2007

Organizer, “What is Phenomenology? Conference” at the University of Oregon, 2007 

Graduate Studies Committee Representative, 2007-2008

Substitute lectures (3) for Dr. Cheney Ryan’s Social and Political Philosophy class, 
2006

Response to Emma Jones, Grad Forum, University of Oregon, 2006

Substitute lecture (1) for Dr. John Lysaker’s Human Nature class, 2006

Committee of the Whole graduate student representative, 2005-2006 

Invited talk at the Undergraduate Women’s Philosophy Club, 2005

Committee of the Whole alternate graduate student representative, 2004-2005
