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UO COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Archives Delve Into History of Trauma

(http://cascade.uoregon.edu/spring2009/photos/jekyll-hyde.jpg) Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, meet your real-life counterpart, "Louis." In
January 1886, the same month Robert Louis Stevenson
published his tale of a prominent London physician with a split
personality, another British author wrote about Louis and his
"multiplex personality."
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But while Stevenson's story is fiction, the tale of Louis is true, and
you can find it documented in the "Trauma Archives" in the UO
Library. (http://boundless.uoregon.edu
/cdm4/results.php?&CISORESTMP=results.php&CISOVIEWTMP=item_viewer.php&CISOMODE=grid&
CISOGRID=thumbnail,A,1;title,A,1;creato,A,0;journa,200,0;date,A,0;20;date title,none,none,none&CISOBIB=title,A,1,N;
creato,A,0,N;subjec,200,0,N;none,A,0,N;none,A,0,N;20;title,none,none,none,none&CISOTHUMB=20%20%284x5%29;
titte,none,none,none,none&CISOTITLE=20;title,none,none,none,none&CISOHIERA=20;creato,title,none,none,none&
CISOSUPPRESS=1&CISOTYPE=browse &CISOROOT=%2Fdiss)

The Trauma Archives are a unique collection of scientific and medical literature related to psychological
trauma, with documents dating back to 1862. The literature is especially concerned with the phenomenon
of "dissociation," a term applied to people who disconnect from their memories and sense of identity.

Examples of dissociation include amnesia and Dissociative Identity Disorder (formerly known as multiple
personality disorder).

The case of Louis, for instance, was published by Frederic W. H. Myers, one of the founders of the 19th
century Society for Psychical Research, in the Journal of Mental Science.

After a frightening incident with a viper as a 14-year-old, the docile Louis experienced epileptic fits, bouts of
paralysis and fantastical changes in personality. Eventually, doctors identified at least six states marked by
changes in personality, memory and physical condition.

Stories like Louis's have been collected together to create the Trauma Archives under the leadership of UO
psychology professor Jennifer Freyd (http://dynamic.uoregon.edu/) , a national expert in the field. Freyd
spearheaded the effort to collect and digitize trauma literature after a suggestion by colleague Frank
Putnam, M.D. The UO Libraries provided much of the labor in assembling the collection, starting with
resources already in the university libraries.

The archives debuted in March 2008, giving readers access to the texts of papers published between 1862
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and 1922, which offer a historical perspective into the field, and every issue of the journal Dissociation:
Progress in the Dissociative Disorders, which was published from 1988 to 1997.

- Amanda Miles
Back to Top (http://cascade.uoregon.edu/spring2009/natural-sciences/trauma-archives/)

Copyright 2009 University of Oregon. All rights reserved. Contents may be reprinted only by permission of the
editor.

Cascade Magazine | 107 Friendly Hall | 1245 University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon 97403-5228 | (541)
346-3939 | cascade@uoregon.edu (mailto:cascade@uoregon.edu) |

2 of 2 7/1/2009 8:27 AM



