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SPRINGFIELD — A group 
of parents met several times 
with Springfield School District 
officials about concerns with 
Centennial Elementary School 
Principal Joy Koenig before she 
was appointed last week to a 
new position in the district’s hu-
man resources department.

Parent Laura Hiestand, who 
has a fifth-grader and kinder-

gartner at the Springfield school, 
said Koenig’s departure followed 
multiple complaints raised from 
parents regarding her perfor-
mance as principal. A group of 
six parents alleged in a 10-page 
document given to district offi-
cials that Koenig was aggressive, 
didn’t listen to parent concerns 
and created a hostile work en-
vironment.

More than a dozen teachers 
requested transfers out of the 
school, parents have said. The 

district declined to confirm that.
In an email, Koenig declined 

to comment.
The district has said that 

Koenig — who had served as 
principal since the 2013-14 
school year — was appointed to 
a temporary position in human 
resources to recruit four new 
kindergarten teachers because 
she had the skill set.

Some parents also said they 
were upset when Koenig ap-
proved Tyler Strong — the 
19-year-old son of district Hu-
man Resources Director Dawn 
Strong — to clean, set up, and 
open and close the Centennial 

gym on Saturdays during YMCA 
youth basketball games.

Strong is accused of raping 
an 18-year-old female student 
at the University of Hawaii at 
Manoa — where he attended 
school at the time — in Sep-
tember. He returned to Eugene 
in October and stayed until ear-
lier this month while he awaited 
trial, which started last week, 
according to news reports. (He 
has testified that the encounter 
was consensual, according to 
KITV-TV in Honolulu.)

Strong was employed as an 
independent contractor with the 
Eugene YMCA and made about 

$500, Y Executive Director Dave 
Perez said. Strong worked sev-
eral Saturdays at Centennial 
from January to March and did 
not supervise any children.

Strong, however, did not 
have a direct supervisor work-
ing with him during those Sat-
urdays, Perez said. He said the 
Y works with school districts to 
use their gym space for games 
and asks schools to provide a list 
of district-approved people who 
could open, close and clean up 
the gym after the games.

“Any parent who had that 

By Josephine Woolington
The Register-Guard

Parents speak out on principal’s move
They say the transfer followed a litany of complaints 
and her approval of a rape suspect for YMCA work
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University of Oregon Pro-
vost Frances Bronet said Fri-
day that the UO has returned 
a student’s confidential ther-
apy records to the UO Coun-
seling and Testing Center.

In an email sent on Fri-
day afternoon, Bronet said 
that “all records at issue” 
were returned and are “pre-
served and secured” by the 
UO’s Counseling and Testing 
Center on campus.

The 18-year-old student 
who sought help at the coun-
seling center said she was 
raped by three UO basket-
ball players last year. 

Bronet’s announcement 
followed national criticism 
and debate about whether 
universities should be able 
to access confidential health 
records under a federal stu-
dent privacy law.

UO students, professors 
and other employees lobbied 
administrators to return the 
records. The University Senate 
last week unanimously passed 
a motion — led by psychology 
professor Jennifer Freyd — 
urging the UO to return the 
records and to strengthen and 
clarify confidentiality guaran-
tees for students who visit a 
UO health clinic.

Bronet said she will form a 
committee made up of licensed 
therapists, faculty, general 
counsel and staff to propose 
new or clarified policies on 
how medical and psychological 
records for any university de-
partments are maintained and 
protected, and when records 
may be released. The commit-
tee will share a draft of these 
policies with the UO commu-
nity next month, she said.

“I am grateful for the ad-
vice and energy many mem-
bers of our community have 
brought and continue to bring 
to this vital issue, and to our 
many members of the (Uni-

By Josephine 
Woolington

The Register-Guard

Student’s 
therapy 
records 

returned
The UO says it has 

given the rape accuser’s 
confidential files back 

to the counseling center
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Ron Friedland visits the massive, century-plus-old Tartarian cherry tree in the Owen Rose Garden on the first day of spring 
Friday, as he has most years since arriving in Eugene in 1971. Cables and poles help brace the tree’s heavy branches.

S pring slipped quickly into the 
south Willamette Valley Friday, 
stringing the Tartarian cherry 
tree at Owen Rose Garden with 

frilly white blossoms.
The bloom was a couple of weeks 

ahead of schedule, said Whitey Lueck, 
a horticulturist who has taught gener-
ations of Eugene residents about trees.

“It’s not quite peak bloom, but it’s 
awfully close,” he said.

Those wanting to witness the tree’s 
full springtime splendor had better 
make plans to visit in the coming 
days because the peak bloom period 
can be as short as a week, Lueck 
said.

“It’s one of the most loved trees in 
Eugene,” he said. “People come and 
see it year around but especially when 
it’s in flower.”

The century-plus-old Oregon Heri-
tage Cherry Tree is in the 8-acre rose 
garden that’s a short walk downriver 
from Skinner Butte Park in downtown 
Eugene.

On Friday afternoon, Aron Ferdi-
nandson and three friends rested on a 
park bench watching the tree. All of 
them confessed to being smitten.

“I like it when the flowers come 
and all that,” Ferdinandson said. “I 
don’t think there’s a time of year 
that’s best. I love that tree.”

The cherry tree draws plein-air 

painters each year to put its succes-
sion of whites, summer greens and 
fall yellows down on canvas.

Dozens of couples a year tie the 
knot under or near the cherry tree. In 
the summer, vine rose archways lead 
visitors directly to the tree — and the 
petaled pathway often serves as the 
bride’s grand entrance.

The people of Eugene are protec-
tive of their historic tree. They’ve 
braced its massive lower branches 
with large metal poles, and they’ve 
strung cables to connect branches to 

By Diane Dietz
The Register-Guard
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HISTORY ABLOOM
Eugene’s centenarian cherry dons its springtime finery again

The Oregon Heritage Cherry Tree is 
blooming at the Owen Rose Garden.

A 17-year-old Portland youth 
admitted Friday that he raped 
and assaulted a woman af-
ter slipping away from juvenile 
counselors during a field trip to 
Autzen Stadium last September.

Jaime Tinoco will return to 
Lane County Circuit Court on 
Monday for sentencing. Pros-
ecutors will seek to have him 
imprisoned for more than 14 
years, while Tinoco’s attorney 
is expected to ask a judge to 

sentence him to less than nine 
years behind bars.

With three of his family mem-
bers and his 39-year-old victim 
in attendance, Tinoco pleaded 
guilty to two counts of first-de-
gree kidnapping and additional 
felony charges of first-degree 
rape, first-degree sexual abuse 
and second-degree assault.

All of the crimes Tinoco admit-
ted fall under the requirements of 
state Measure 11, meaning that 
whatever sentence Judge Debra 
Vogt imposes may not be re-
duced for any reason. After his 

release from prison, Tinoco will 
be required to register as a sex 
offender for the rest of his life.

Tinoco was arrested Sept. 13 
after a woman reported that she 
had been assaulted and raped by 
a stranger who ambushed her as 
she walked in the area of Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boule vard near 
the football stadium.

Tinoco had arrived in Eu-
gene earlier that day to watch 
the Oregon-Wyoming football 
game with 11 other youths who 
were being supervised on the 
field trip by four counselors 
employed by the Washington 
County Juvenile Department. 
Authorities said Tinoco sepa-
rated from the group after the 

game, and Washington County 
officials notified Eugene police 
when they could not find him.

In  Wash ington  County, 
Tinoco was placed on juve-
nile probation last July for 
first-degree burglary, metham-
phetamine possession and ha-
rassment.

Although Tinoco is being 
prosecuted in Lane County as an 
adult, he has been held since his 
arrest at the John Serbu Youth 
Campus in Eugene.

After Vogt decides his sen-
tence, Tinoco will be turned over 
to state Department of Correc-
tions officials and delivered to 
the custody of the Oregon Youth 
Authority.

Juveniles sentenced for Mea-
sure 11 crimes generally remain 
in the youth authority’s cus-
tody until age 25, although they 
may be transferred to an adult 
prison before reaching that age 
if they pose a behavior risk or 
do not respond to treatment, 
youth authority spokesman C.J. 
Drake said.

Tinoco turns 18 on April 3. 
Because he won’t complete his 
sentence before he turns 25, he 
will serve part of the time in 
an adult prison.

Follow Jack on Twitter @
JackMoranRG. Email jack.mo-
ran@registerguard.com.

By Jack Moran
The Register-Guard

Teen pleads guilty to raping woman after UO football game
The Washington County youth offender skipped out 
on counselors during a field trip to Autzen Stadium

HERITAGE TREE
 u To see the Oregon Heritage 

Cherry Tree, stroll the circular path 
through the Owen Rose Garden, 300 
N. Jefferson St.

l 
For more information, visit 
bit.ly/1Hd0lGR

v 
View a video with this story at 
registerguard.com




