2007 Environmental Studies Program Summer Session courses
ENVS 201: Introduction to Environmental Studies: Social Sciences: June 25 – July 20
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Environmental Studies 201 introduces some of the major contributions of the social sciences to understanding how and why environmental problems happen—the social ‘root causes’ of these problems. Environmentally harmful human behavior is not simply a fact of life: it is a product of specific social conditions, which can be studied, understood, and changed. This course also examines social approaches to resolving environmental problems, including ideas such as ‘sustainability’, ‘market-based’ environmental policies, reforms of property systems, and social movements that promote concepts such as environmental justice, ecofeminism, and deep ecology.  Instructor: Peter Walker

ENVS 203: Introduction to Environmental Studies: Humanities July 23 – August 17. 
 This course is a survey of the contribution of humanities disciplines (e.g., literature, intellectual history, religious studies, and philosophy) to understanding the relationship between human beings and the natural environment. Theoretical perspectives covered in the course include the intellectual history of Western cultural attitudes and perceptions of nature, the role of religion in shaping environmental values, Native American perspectives on the environment, and the suggestions of contemporary radical ecology movements  – deep ecology, social ecology, and ecofeminism –   for revitalizing human relationships with the environment. The last segment of the course examines humanities perspectives on several current environmental issues: wilderness preservation, the Pacific Northwest salmon crisis, population and resource use, and global climate collapse. The course emphasizes the skills of textual and cultural interpretation, value reasoning, and critical inquiry as these are demonstrated in the engagement of the humanities with environmental concerns. Instructor: Ted Toadvine

ENVS 411  Law and the Environment: June 25 – July 19         
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Environmental law encompasses a wide variety of local, state, national, and international laws, regulations, treaties, and ordinances. This course will provide an introduction to legal concepts associated with the environment.  It is intended to familiarize non-law students with historical, institutional, economic, and philosophical issues involved in environmental law and regulation.  By course end, students will be able to participate in legal discussions, research, and critiques with competence and confidence. Fulfills the following 3B themes: 1) Environmental Economics, Policy, & Politics or 2) Society and the Environment or Area 4. Instructor: Rebecca Briggs.  For more information, download course flyer. 

ENVS 410 Water Rights and the American West: June 18 – 23
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American western water law and policy have been a source of increased public interest and philosophical debate as resources become depleted and water dependent ecosystems become more distressed.   This four-credit course examines conflict over water rights in the American West.  Using the Deschutes Basin in Eastern Oregon as a case study, we will study water law and policy, examine the root causes of conflicts over water and innovative approaches used to resolve them. We will spend six days in the field meeting with landowners, wildlife biologists, irrigation district managers, tribal managers, economists, water traders, and environmentalists in the Deschutes Basin. The course will culminate in an overnight raft trip on the Deschutes River. Fulfills the following 3B themes: 1) Environmental Economics, Policy, & Politics or 2) Society and the Environment or Area 4.Instructor: Steve Mital.  For more information, download the course flyer.  

Summer Internships: ENVS 404  

If you plan to get academic credit for an internship this summer, please follow the instructions on the ENVS internship page http://envs.uoregon.edu/undergrad/internships.php.  You‘ll need to download and fill out the application form.

Bio 399: Field Studies in Ecological Restoration: June 18 – June 30 
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Central Oregon is renowned for a diversity of habitats, including juniper/sage shrub-steppe, ponderosa forest, wet meadows, and riparian corridors.  Currently, areas throughout the Upper Deschutes Basin are being restored to reintroduce salmon and steelhead.  This course offers hands-on experience in restoration ecology, including stream restoration and forest rehabilitation.  Our field work is done on properties owned by the Deschutes Basin Land Trust, which is preparing for the return of salmon and steelhead to Whychus Creek and Lake Creek.  Students will learn basic issues and techniques in ecological restoration, how to conduct and write an independent research project, and approaches to a career in environmental biology. Fulfills requirement for one Area 3A course.  Instructor:  Matt Orr.  For more information go to http://www.uoregon.edu/~ecolrest/index.htm
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