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Proposal for Model Materials Exchange Program

Objective:

The objective of the model material exchange repository program is to allow students to reuse modeling materials instead of having these materials go to waste. Currently and historically students have had few options in disposing of their scrap and used modeling materials beyond throwing them away or putting them in the recycle bins. We hope this new program will encourage students to participate in the sustainable use of resources on a daily basis and also educate them about the lifecycle of these materials. In addition, we hope to reduce the waste stream of AAA by reusing some modeling materials that are non-recyclable, namely foam core and Plexiglas. 

How it works:

We propose a system for students to GIVE & TAKE used modeling materials such as foam core, balsa, museum board, cardboard etc. The EDC will design model material exchange bins to be placed in proximity to the architecture studios. The students can voluntarily deposit and take the used materials within the model material exchange bins. EDC is in charge of maintaining the model material exchange bins, including material overflow.

Beyond Recycling:

This program should not be confused with recycling bins that are already in place. The Model Material Exchange Bins will be specific for modeling materials only. Materials in these bins will not require off site removal and processing, rather the materials will be reused directly by students for new modeling projects. 
Materials that will be reused:

Foam core, cardboard, balsa wood, museum board, chip board, Plexiglas, 
Proposed Locations for the Model Materials Exchange Repositories:

We will design two repositories at the beginning stage. We propose that these two repositories to be located in the hallways of the third and fourth floors of Lawrence Hall. Please see attachment.
Model Materials Exchange Repository Prototype:

Please see attachment.
Time Frame:

We would like to have the Model Material Exchange Repositories built by the end of fall term and in operation by winter term.

We wish to contribute to the sustainable environment at the University of Oregon. Your consideration of our proposal is much appreciated.  

Thank you. 

Sincerely,

Shin-Yee Siek, EDC Volunteer

Dustann Jones, EDC Campus Sustainability Coordinator
Jessica Garner, EDC Director
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