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Considering Yellowstone and the Columbia River flood basalt flows as the most recent and best-
studied example of a hotspot initiation…  which side are you on?  That is, if you had to choose a 
side, would you say the Yellowstone example was caused by a mantle plume, or not? 
 
 
 
What are the main two observations that support your conclusion?  Why (in about 200 words, 
i.e., not “because it is off track.” I would ask: “Is this a problem?”).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you consider the strongest argument for the other side (i.e., the side you did not 
choose)? 


