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Why can’t I find saxophone music? 

https://openclipart.org/detail/188609/angry-coder 
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Why don’t you buy any sax music? 

Icons made by Freepik from www.flaticon.com 
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Instrumentation in LCSH 

Didjeridu and saxophone music 

Marches (Saxophone and piano) 

Quartets (Piano, saxophones (2), vibraphone) 

Recorded accompaniments (Saxophone) 

Saxophone and electronic music 

Saxophone and piano music 

Saxophone music 

Saxophone music (Saxophones (2)) 

Saxophones (2) with orchestra 

Saxophones (4) with string orchestra 

Sonatas (Saxophone and piano) 

Symphonies (Saxophones (4) with orchestra) 

Variations (Piano, saxophone, percussion, double bass with 

orchestra) 

Woodwind trios (Saxophones (3)) 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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MARC 048 

Number of Musical Instruments or Voices Code 
 

Short list 
wa: Flute 
wb: Oboe 
wc: Clarinet 
wd: Bassoon 
we: Piccolo 
wf: English horn 
wg: Bass clarinet 
wh: Recorder 
wi: Saxophone 
wn: Woodwinds - Unspecified 
wu: Woodwinds - Unknown 
wy: Woodwinds - Ethnic 
wz: Woodwinds - Other 

 
 
 

048  $a wi01 $a ka01 
 

= 1 sax + 1 piano 
 

$a Performer or ensemble 
 

$b Soloist 
 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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LCMPT 

Library of Congress Medium of Performance 
Thesaurus for Music 
 
• stand-alone vocabulary 

 

• terminology to describe the instruments, voices, etc., 

used in the performance of musical works 
 

• based chiefly on existing LC subject headings 

 
 alto saxophone 

baritone saxophone 

saxophone 

saxophone ensemble 

single reed instrument 

reed instrument 

woodwind instrument 

wind instrument 

… 

performer 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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MARC 382: Medium of Performance 

382 01 $a saxophone $n 1 $a piano $n 1 $s 2 $2lcmpt 
 

$a - Medium of performance (R) 

$b - Soloist (R) 

$d - Doubling instrument (R) 

$e - Number of ensembles of the 

same type (R) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$n - Number of performers of the 

same medium (R) 

$p - Alternative medium of 

performance (R) 

$r - Total number of individuals 

performing alongside ensembles 

(NR) 

$s - Total number of performers (NR) 

$t - Total number of ensembles (NR) 

$v - Note (R) 

$3 - Materials specified (NR) 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Medium of Performance 

How to use with facets? 
 
What questions do users want to answer? 
 
What questions can we use facets to answer 
within the limitations of … 
 

• The available data (amount and form)? 
 

• The technological tools available? 
 
 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Number of performers with medium 

 
 
 

http://www.bsu.edu/libraries/librarycatalogs/chambermusic.htm 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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MARC 048 

Number of Musical Instruments or Voices Code 
 

Local implementation of codes maintained by 
the  International Association of Music Libraries, Archives and 

Documentation Centres (IAML) 

 
 
 
 

048 $a 01wsa $a01kpf $x02xx $z sn $z chbr $2 local 
 

[mapped from LCSH:  Sonatas (Saxophone and piano) 

 sonata for 1 saxophone and 1 piano] 
 

$a Performer or ensemble 

$x Total number of parts 

$z genre (also IAML code) 

$z comprehensive marker for scope 
 

 

IAML codes available at 

http://www.urfm.braidense.it/risorse/searchmedium_en.php 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Exact instrumentation 
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Includes instrument 
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Exact number of parts 
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Primo normalization rules 

382 $s 1  1 performer 

382 $s 2    

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Medium of performance facet 

382 $a [medium] 
 
382 $b [soloist] 
 
382 $b + «  (solo) » 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Medium of performance facet 

AND 

OR 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Medium of performance facet 

AND 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Total number of performers 

 
 
 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Number of performers with medium 
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Challenges for collocation 

 
 
 

Order matters: 

 

piano (1); violin (2); viola (1); cello (1) 

violin (2); viola (1); cello (1); piano (1) 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Numeric designation of musical work 

383 
$a Serial number (repeatable) 
$b Opus number (repeatable) 
$e Publisher associated with opus number (NR) 
 
$c Thematic index number (repeatable) 
$d Thematic index code (NR) 

op. 21, no. 3 
 

op. 23 op. 87 

op. 21 

no. 3 
 

op. 23 

op.87 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Musical key 

 
 
 

384 $a key 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Composers and performers 

 
 

Top results for operas 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Composers and performers 

 
 

Any record 

100/700 $e = composer 

100/700 $4 = cmp 

Record format = score (ldr/06 = c or ldr/06 = d) 

100 any 

700 2nd indicator 2 $t (title) exists 

Record format = musical sound recording (ldr/06 = j) 

100 240 (uniform title) exists 

700 2nd indicator 2 $t (title) exists 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Genre and form 

 
 
 

Library of Congress Genre-Form Terms (LCGFT) 

FAST headings 

LCSH 600, 61, 611, 650, 651 $v form subdivisions 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Audience and creator demographics 

Library of Congress Demographic 
Group Terms (LCDGT) 
 

 
 
 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Some general challenges for facets in 
library catalogs 

 
Chicken or the egg? 
 
 

• Incomplete recall and user expectations 
 

• Retrospective conversion 

“I got tired of cataloging 
for my grandchildren.” 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Syndetic structure 

LC’s new vocabularies  
• carry over principle of specificity from 

LCSH 
• Have more coherent hierarchies 

 
 
 

• Combine broad and narrow terms 
• Systems don’t utilize syndetic 

structure 
• Broad terms can be useful 

for recall in combinations 

 
 

 

Oregonians 
Americans 

alto saxophone 
saxophone 
wind instruments 

tabla 
drum 
percussion instrument 

Indians (India) 
South Asians 

1960-1969 
20th century 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Authority record or bib record? 

Efficiency 
 

Authorities: 
 

• Not necessary to repeat work 
• More eyes  better accuracy 

• More consistent results 
 
 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Authority record or bib record? 

Ease of implementation in 
current environment 
 

Bibliographic: 
• Larger number of potential 

contributors 
• Systems aren’t designed to use 

info from authorities 
 
 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Authority record or bib record? 

Time-bound relationships 
 

Bib (or work entity) 
• Mozart as child composer  

(or explicit date range in authority?) 
 

Bib 
Prisoners’ songs 
Written while in prison? 
By anyone who was ever 

a prisoner? 
 
 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Authority record or bib record? 

Aggregates & anthologies 
 

Bib 
• Anthology level 

Less work than multiple authorities 
 

Authority 
• Keeps connections 
• Better precision 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Humpty Dumpty problem 

 
 
 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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MARC subfield 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Will Bibframe solve this problem? 
 
 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Authority record or bib record? 

Collaborative works 
 

 

Machine-actionable way to differentiate? 
 

French composers 
French performers (singers, 

etc.) 
French conductors 
French arrangers 
French film directors 

 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Authority record or bib record? 

Collaborative works 
 

 
 

 
An American TV documentary that 

surveys different types of 

Moroccan dance as performed by the 

National Dance Company of Morocco. 

Includes commentary by a French dance 

expert and some scenic footage of 

Morocco. 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Authority record or bib record? 

Unnamed contributors 
 
 

Bib (or work/expression entity) 
 

 

• Anonymous composer 
 

• Recording of Balinese music by 
unnamed performers 
 

• American documentary 
featuring footage of 
unnamed Russian rock bands 

 
 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Music-specific interface or view 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Music-specific scope in Primo 

Primo Central Index (PCI) 
integration problem 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Computational constraints 

 
• No true exploratory search or browse 

in Primo 
 
• Incomplete recall in most cases 
 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Computational constraints 

Static facets 
 

• Enumerated list (ca. 500 terms) 
• Counts and displays all results 

 

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/Back_Office_Guide/100Facets 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Computational constraints 

Dynamic facets 
• Open-ended list 
• Displays top 20* terms 

from records ranked in 
top 200* results 

• Displays count (and 
retrieves) matching 
records from top 50,000 
results 

 
 
*Default values; can be increased 

somewhat, but trade-off on 
performance 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Constraints on manipulation 

Norm Rules in Primo Back Office 
 

• Browser-based GUI interface with 
hard-coded conditions and 
transformations 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Further reading 

Music Library Association Music Discovery Requirements (2017) 

http://www.musiclibraryassoc.org/mpage/mdr_IA  
 

Music Library Association LCMPT Best Practices https://tinyurl.com/yajp7sux  
 

Music Library Association LCGFT for Music Best Practices 

https://tinyurl.com/ycxfce7r  
 

ALA Subject Access Committee's A Brave New (Faceted) World: Towards Full 

Implementation of Library of Congress Faceted Vocabularies (2017) 

https://tinyurl.com/ybu2vwdx  
 

McGrath, Kelley. “Media Finders: Improving the Browsability of Media Collections 

via the OPAC.” Internet Reference Services Quarterly 11, no. 3 (2006): 19-34.  
 

McGrath, Kelley. Getting more out of MARC for music and movies with Primo: 

strategies for display, search and faceting (OLAC 2017 poster) 

https://tinyurl.com/ya9a2eoz  
 

Snyder, Tracey. “Music Materials in a Faceted Catalog: Interviews with Faculty 

and Graduate Students.” Music Reference Services Quarterly 13, no. 3-4 (2010): 

66-95. 

http://www.powerpointstyles.com/
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Sandbox with facets 

http://alliance-primo-
sb.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library
/libweb/action/search.do?vid=UO_NRWG 
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