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Saturday, Feb. 2, 2019 | 6:00 p.m. 

Season 118, Program 24

Recording of UO concerts and events without prior permission is prohibited.

Performances sponsored by the UO School  of Music and Dance are sometimes video recorded and 
photographed for a variety of uses, including both live simulcast and digital archive on the UO website, 
or for publicity and publications. Images of audience members may be included in these recordings and 
photos. By attending this event, audience members imply approval for the use of their image by the UO 
and the School of Music and Dance.

PROGRAM

Mozart Clarinet Quintet
Wonkak Kim, basset clarinet

Zemlinsky Quartet

Zemlinsky Quartet is named after the Austrian composer, conductor 
and teacher Alexander Zemlinsky (1871-1942), whose enormous 
contribution to Czech, German and Jewish culture during his 16-year 
residence in Prague had been underrated until recently. His four 
string quartets (the second one being dedicated to his student and 
brother-in-law Arnold Schönberg) belong to the basic repertoire 
of the ensemble. Since 2005, the quartet has maintained a special 
relationship with the Alexander Zemlinsky Foundation in Vienna.   

The Zemlinsky Quartet performs regularly in the Czech Republic 
and abroad (Germany, Switzerland, Austria, France, Monaco, 
Luxembourg, Spain, Italy, Belgium, Great Britain, Ireland, Hungary, 
Slovakia, Bulgaria, Canada, USA, Brazil, Japan, South Korea). Recent 
major appearances of the Zemlinsky Quartet include London’s 
Wigmore Hall, Cité de la Musique in Paris, Library of Congress, 
Place des Arts in Montreal, Prague Spring Festival, and their New 
York debut on Schneider/New School Concerts Series. Their vast 
repertoire contains more than 200 works ranging from Mozart, 
Beethoven, Brahms, and Dvorak to works by contemporary 
composers. The members of the ensemble also perform as soloists 
and are individual prize-winners of several competitions (Concertino 
Praga, Spohr International Competition Weimar, Tribune of Young 
Artists UNESCO, Rotary Music Competition Nürnberg, Beethoven 
International Competition, Kocian International Competition).  

Between 2006-2011, the Zemlinsky Quartet were Assistant Quartet-
in-Residence at Musikakademie Basel in Switzerland. Music 
education is an important part of their professional life and during 
their tours, the quartet is often invited to give master classes to 
students of any age. They also perform educational concerts for 
students. Recently, František Souček and Petr Holman have been 
appointed Professors at the Prague Conservatory.
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Clarinet Quintet in A Major, K. 581      Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
I. Allegro          (1756-1791)
II. Larghetto
III. Menuetto
IV. Allegretto con variazioni

Korean-born clarinetist Wonkak Kim 
has appeared as a soloist and chamber 
musician at major venues throughout 
the United States such as Carnegie 
Hall, Lincoln Center, Kennedy Center, 
and Constitution Hall. A Naxos 
recording artist, Kim has garnered 
international acclaim through his 
extensive discography.  An avid 
chamber musician, Kim has been 
invited to the OK Mozart, Norfolk, 
Osaka, and South Korea’s ISCM Pan 

Music festivals, working with members of the Chamber Music 
Society of Lincoln Center, and Tokyo, Artis, Brentano, and Hayden 
string quartets. Kim is a founding member of enhakē, the award-
winning clarinet-violin-cello-piano quartet in its 10th season and 
praised for its “rock solid rhythmic integrity” as well as “strength in 
balance, intonation, and musicality” by The New York Concert 
Review. Kim regularly collaborates with renowned composers such 
as Eric Ewazen, Libby Larsen, Peter Lieuwen, Steve Reich, Peter 
Schickele, and Ellen Zwilich, commissioning, premiering, or 
recording their new works.  Wonkak Kim joined the music faculty at 
the University of Oregon (UO) School of Music as assistant 
professor of clarinet in 2017. Prior to his appointment at UO, Kim 
served as associate professor of clarinet at Tennessee Tech 
University from 2012-2017, where he received numerous faculty 
awards. Kim is regularly invited as a guest artist and teacher at 
world’s renowned institutions, including The Juilliard School, 
Manhattan School of Music, San Francisco Conservatory of Music, 
and many universities and conservatories throughout the US, Latin 
America, Europe, and Asia. To learn more about Wonkak Kim, 
please visit his website: wonkak.com .

Founded in 1994 while the members were still students, the 
Zemlinsky Quartet has become a much lauded example of the 
Czech string quartet tradition. The Zemlinsky Quartet won the 
First Grand Prize at the Bordeaux International String Quartet 
Competition in 2010. They have also been awarded top prizes 
at the Banff International String Quartet Competition (2007), 
Prague Spring International Music Competition (2005) and London 
International String Quartet Competition (2006), where they also 
received the Audience Prize. The Quartet was recipient of the 
Alexander Zemlinsky Advancement Award in 2008. Other notable 
prizes include Beethoven International Competition (1999), New 
Talent Bratislava (2003), Martinů Foundation String Quartet 
Competition (2004), and the Prize of Czech Chamber Music Society 
(2005). In the season 2016/17, Zemlinsky Quartet was appointed as 
the residential ensemble of the Czech Chamber Music Society.   

While students at the Prague Conservatory and the Academy of 
Performing Arts Prague, the ensemble was coached by members of 
renowned Czech string quartets including the Talich, Prague, Kocian 
and Pražák Quartets. The ensemble also took part in several master 
classes including ProQuartet, in France and Sommerakademie in 
Reichenau, Austria where they were awarded First Prize for the best 
interpretation of a work by Janáček. From 2005 to 2008, the quartet 
studied with Walter Levin, the first violinist of LaSalle Quartet. 
Their recent mentor has been Josef Klusoň, the violist of the  
Pražák Quartet.  


